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Lord Shree Swaminarayan

Lord Shree Swaminarayan
Sadguru Shastri Shree Sarveshwardasji Swami
The Lord is Requested to Celebrate the Uttarayan Festival in Jetalpur
The supreme Lord Shree Swaminarayan relieved Gokaldas from the village Moraj
from his addiction to opium and thereby removed the obstacle that he had to face in his
attainment of salvation. From there, He travelled to Maiyari, Hadev, Vowtha and then reached
the village of Chalod where He remained at the palatial residential halls of Amin Nathubhai.
The disciple had lovingly prepared a meal of numerous lavish dishes in order to feed
Shree Hari and His entourage of sants and attendants. After fulfilling the spiritual wishes of
the disciple, Shree Hari prepared to leave and go to Jetalpur. On hearing the news of the
arrival of Shree Hari, the disciples of Jetalpur travelled to Chalod so that they could escort

Shree Hari back to their village. The disciples danced and sang, as they formed a procession
leading Shree Hari to Jetalpur, where He remained in the Rang mahol beside the lake.
During the evening assembly, Shree Hari commanded the sants to study Sanskrut. He
said, “Seeing the ever increasing popularity of our Satsang, infuriated scholars of other
faiths will come to debate with us. We must be able to reply to them appropriately. Therefore,
I will become pleased with those who study Sanskrut.” Acknowledging the wishes of Shree
Hari, the sants enthusiastically commenced their studies. The next day, just as Shree Hari
prepared to leave and go to the village of Gamri, He received a message from Gangama,
‘tomorrow is the auspicious festival day of Uttarayan’. The other disciples of the village were
also keen that the Lord remained at their village, so they pleaded, “Oh Maharaj! We do not
get the opportunity of celebrating the festival in Your presence frequently. This is a great
occasion for us. So have mercy and allow us to celebrate the festival with You.”
A Grand Feast for the Brahmins!
Seeing the sincere requests of the disciples, Shree Hari relented, but then said, “If
you wish Me to celebrate the festival here, there is one way that you can keep Me here.
You must hold a grand feast and feed all the Brahmins.” The disciples became absolutely
delighted and said, “Very well Maharaj! We will make preparations as You command.”
Then, Shree Hari enquired about the feast. He asked, “If all the Brahmins here were
to be fed, how much ghee would be needed?” The disciples replied, “One hundred
kilograms of ghee.” Shree Hari continued, “What if the Brahmins of all the surrounding
villages were also invited?” The disciples replied, “Then we would need two hundred
kilograms.” Shree Hari asked again, “What if all the Brahmins of Ahmedabad and all its
surrounding villages were fed?” Hearing the enquiries of Shree Hari made the disciples
wonder about what Shree Hari had intended to do. Eventually, Shree Hari commanded
the disciples to amass 10,000 kilograms of ghee and other cooking ingredients accordingly.
A Magnificent Festival is to be Held
Shree Hari said, “Send invitations to the Brahmins of all the villages and call them
here. Invite the sants and disciples as well. We will hold a magnificent, grand festival
here.” The disciples started to worry. How were they going to be able to amass the
ingredients to make food for so many people? Shree Hari knew that the disciples were
worried. So He said, “You do what you can and leave the rest to Me.” The disciples were
now relieved from their concerns and started preparing for the festival. They were truly
pleased to be able to serve the Lord in this manner. Shree Hari did not hold back during
this festival. He even had invitations written to the scholars of Kashi. The Brahmins from
Kutch, Kathiavad, Zalavad, Gujarat, Sorath, Halar, Khan-desh etc. were all invited.
For the festival, the disciples of Jetalpur undertook the responsibility to provide rice,
cooking fuel, and the fodder to feed the horses and bullocks of those who had attended.
For the rest of the food articles that would be required, Shree Hari gave darshan to disciples
in their dreams and commanded them to bring the ingredients to Jetalpur. Before the
messengers had even reached the people with their invitations, the disciples had started
to arrive in Jetalpur with cartfuls of food articles. Nanabhai, who was a Brahmin from
Nardipur, but who was currently living in Karjisan, arrived with a cartful of ghee. Shree
Hari became extremely pleased with him. In addition, disciples from all the villages came
with hoards of wheat, sugar, lentils, and other ingredients. The date decided for the festival
was Samvat 1865, Posh Sud 8. From the day of Uttarayan, Brahmins from neighbouring
villages started pouring into Jetalpur. There were so many people in the village that there

was not one single solitary part of the village remaining. The various groups of sants
received Shree Hari’s invitations and they too started to reach Jetalpur. From Jamnagar
came Swaroopanand Swami; from Surat, came Ramdasbhai; Muktanand Swami and
Brahmanand Swami also arrived with their groups of sants. Shree Hari gathered them all
and asked about the welfare of His beloved sants. In response, Swaroopanand Swami
said, “Oh Maharaj! In accordance with Your command, we, a group of 250 sants went to
Jamnagar and remained on the banks of Lake Lakhota. We used to go into the village to
beg for food. We would tie up in a cloth, all the fresh or dried food that we obtained and
immerse into the lake. Then, we would form the tasteless food mater into balls and
consume this. On some days, we would not receive anything so we would have to fast.
On some days, to provide for our sustenance, we had to eat the moss that formed on the
banks of the lake.” He continued, “One day, Jam Sahib was going for the darshan of
Hanumanji. He passed by where we were staying and saw us. He asked his attendants
about us. A deep sense of loyalty arose in him when he heard about the way that we lived.
Consequently, he requested us to go to his palace to dine and then, he started to send
sweet dishes to us each day. You have commanded us never to stay in a place where we
receive honours. Consequently, we left that region and went elsewhere. Then, we received
Your invitation, so we came here.”
A Prostitute is granted salvation
Cartloads of the raw ingredients were amassed in Jetalpur. In those days, there
were no electric mills to grind the grain into flour. There were no other kinds of machinery.
Everything had to be done by hand. Grinding thousands of kilograms of grain into flour
was a huge task in itself. Shree Hari went from house to house and distributed grain to be
grounded into flour. As He was distributing the grain, He passed by the home of a prostitute.
She had heard that Shree Hari was preparing for a grand festival and that He would grant
the promise of salvation to all those who helped in the preparations. The prostitute realised
that she had performed unacceptable deeds for many years but now, the opportunity had
come to be redeemed from her sins. However, how could she tell Shree Hari of her wish?
Then, she thought, “The Lord is the saviour of all fallen souls. He has come here in order
to provide redemption to base people such as me. Therefore, I will help in the festival
preparations and attain salvation.” When Shree Hari came near the prostitute’s home,
she called out and asked for grain. Shree Hari explained, “You will have to grind the grain
yourself. It will not suffice if you get others to grind it on your behalf.” The lady had a
sincere wish to be purified of her sins and revealed her genuine wish to mill the grain with
her own hands. All night, she ground the wheat into flour. She did not know how to use the
grinding mill properly. In fact, she had never had to grind grain into flour throughout her
entire life; she had never performed such strenuous work before. She soon became
extremely tired and blisters started to form on her hands. Still, she continued her work. In
the morning, when she went to Shree Hari with her prepared flour tied in a cloth, the other
people in the assembly tried to stop her from going near the Lord and made discerning
remarks. However, Shree Hari was aware of her sincere wish to please Him and allowed
her to come near and offer the flour to Him. So that everyone would have no doubts,
Shree Hari showed the lady’s palms. When everyone saw the blisters on her palms, they
realised that the lady may have been immoral all these days, but now, she had served the
redeemer of the fallen, and consequently, she had become saved from her sins. Everyone
became amazed at Shree Hari’s feat of transforming the corrupt soul of this former
prostitute into a devout disciple.

Lord Ghanshyam Grants Salvation to Ghosts
- Shree Anantananddasji Swami
There was a village called Tinva. Outside the village was a well. Everyone referred
to that well as the ‘haunted well’. After sunset, no-one was able to collect water from
that well; if they did, they would flee in fright, leaving behind their bucket and rope.
Dharmadev, Bhaktimata and the rest of the family went to stay in Tinva. They
were warmly welcomed by Prathit Pande and his wife Vachnabai, who persuaded
Dharmadev to live at their home whilst they remained in Tinva.
One day, Bhaktimata went to the haunted well
at sunset to collect water not knowing that the well
was haunted. As she lowered her bucket into the well
with a rope, it seemed as if someone had grabbed
hold of the bucket and was holding it up. Bhaktimata
peered down into the well. To her surprise, all she
could see were innumerable ghosts grasping the
bucket. Bhaktimata became extremely frightened.
She left her bucket and rope and ran back home. By
the time she got home, she was completely flustered.
Lord Ghanshyam saw the state she was in and asked
what had happened. When she had finished telling
her story, Lord Ghanshyam decided that it was time
to put an end to this menace.
The next day, Lord Ghanshyam got ready and
hurriedly went to the haunted well. Due to the
commotion that He caused, many of the village
people realised that something unusual was about
to happen and therefore, many people gathered at
the edge of the well. As Lord Ghanshyam prepared
to jump into the well, the people tried to stop Him
and explain the danger that He was about to face.
However, Lord Ghanshyam was unperturbed and
dived into the well. The sound of someone falling into
the water awakened all the sleeping ghosts. They
extended their arms to grab hold of Lord Ghanshyam.
However, as they went to touch him, Lord Ghanshyam
made divine light radiate from His body. The rays of
lustre pervaded everywhere and the well became

filled with a bright light. The ghosts started to burn by the intensity of the radiance and
started yelling. They begged to be relived from their distress.
Lord Ghanshyam asked, “Why have you all accumulated in this well?” They
replied, “Previously, some of us were Hindus and some were Muslims. A dispute
arose about who was allowed to use the water from this well. During the conflict, we
fought amongst ourselves and were killed. Consequently, we all have had to become
ghosts. Subsequently, we took the soul of anyone who fell into this well. In this way,
the numbers of ghosts living in this well have gradually increased. Oh Lord! We are
all very miserable. You are God. So have mercy and save us from our distress and
misery.” Accepting the prayers of the ghosts, Lord Ghanshyam took some of the
water from the well in His palm and sprinkled it over the ghosts. Immediately, they
were all purified and became freed from their sins. They attained divine bodies with
which they were able to climb aboard celestial aircrafts and go to the divine abode,
Badrikashram. All the villagers around the well witnessed this miraculous spectacle
of the ghosts leaving the well on the aircrafts, and were astonished by the extraordinary
prowess of Lord Ghanshyam. Just then, the deity of water, Varun, came to pay
homage to Lord Ghanshyam and made the water in the well rise to the top of the well
so that Lord Ghanshyam could climb out. When Lord Ghanshyam reached ground
level, the villagers grabbed hold of Him and carried Him out of the well.
News of this miraculous event quickly spread throughout the entire village and
the well was declared to be free of fear. In this manner, Lord Ghanshyam granted
salvation to the ghosts and at the same time, alleviated the villagers from their distress.
Soon thereafter, Dharmadev and his family returned to live in Chhapaiya.

Ÿæè }æéQ…è±Ý S±æ}æèÏææÐæ àæ„æÏÎè }æãæïy¨± ¥¢„xæü„ Ïææ±Hæ }æï¢ ÚQÎæÝ ¥æñÚ „æHéÜUæ ÜUÿææ ÜUè Ýëy²,Úæ¨ »±¢ xæÚÏææ SÐ{æü J

Regd. No. GAMC 107

R.N.I. No.8985/57

1

1

2

2

2

(1) çÎ. 2 ¨ï 4 Ý±}ÏæÚ 1957 ÜUæï
¥ã}æÎæÏææÎ }æï¢ ¥ç¶H |ææÚ„ ¨æ{é ¨}ææ…
ÜUæ çm„è² }æãæ¥ç{±ïàæÝ }æï¢ ÚæcÅîÐç„ Ÿæè
Çæò . Úæ…ï ‹ Îí Ð í ¨ æÎ…è,¨¢ „ „é Ü U Ç æï … è
}æãæÚæ…,Ÿæè ãçÚÝæÚæ²‡ææÝ¢Î…è }æãæÚæ…,Ÿæè
xæéHÛææÚèHæH Ý¢Îæ…è,Ÿæè ÝæÚæ²‡æÎæ¨…è
}æãæÚæ… ¥æçÎ ÜUè ©ÐçSƒç„ }æï¢ S±æxæ„æŠ²ÿæ
…è±ÝÐíæ‡æ Ÿæè }æéQ…è±Ý S±æ}æèÏææÐæ J(2)
çÎ. 13 ¨ï 19 Ý±}ÏæÚ 1960 ÜUæï
}æç‡æÝxæÚ, ¥ã}æÎæÏææÎ }æï¢ ¨Îæ™æÚ ¨#æã ÐÚ
ÜUç±Úæ… ÎéHæÜUæxæ, |ææÚ„ ¨ÚÜUæÚ-{æ<}æÜU
¥æ²æïxæ ÜUï ¥Š²ÿæ Çæò. ¨è.Ðè. Úæ}æS±æ}æè
¥Ä²Ú, xæé…Úæ„ÜUï }æêÜU ¨ï±ÜU ÐêÁ² Úç±àæ¢ÜUÚ

