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The Lord's disciples on this Earth have human bodies, so when the merciful Lord appears on this Earth for the 
salvation of souls, He shows Himself in the same manner.  The greatest of all, the Supreme Lord Shree Swaminarayan 

appeared in the form of a beautiful baby, Lord Ghanshyam. He cried, slept, ate, and then walked and talked, seemingly like 
any other baby. He concealed His greatness and showered affection on His disciples. He took the form of the disciple’s son,

companion, friend, or relative. However, through His actions, it was evident that He possessed the same infinite spiritual
powers that He has when He presides in Akshardham. 

[Vachanamrut, Kariyani 5]

Gurudev Jeevanpran Shree Muktajeevan Swamibapa has versed: 
“Prakrut divya charitra manohar, mumukshu ne che sadaay sukhkar”

“May they be of this world or divine actions, they are all fascinating, to he who is looking for God. 
For such a person, each of the Lord’s actions is delightful” 

During His discourses, His Divine Holiness Acharya Swamishree often narrates the childhood stories about the enchanting Lord
Ghanshyam and describes their significance. Acharya Swamishree explains, “In each of the Lord’s actions and behaviours, there
is entwined a moral teaching, from which one can learn and recognise His greatness. The Murti of the Lord is divine ‐ His actions
are also divine.” A selection of these narrations has been collated and retold by the eminent writer, Shree Madhusudan Parekh

(Priyadarsi), in this series of publications, which have also been translated into English by Acharya Swamishree, sants and
disciples. Through remembering these, the Lord’s divine Murti can be recalled and embedded into oneself.

The stories are accompanied by beautiful sketches by Ankur Suchak, and questions to aid discussions and comprehension.

Jay Shree Swaminarayan

Introduction – The Divine Episodes of God
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Whenever Diwali approaches, people clean their homes in preparation for the festivities. Bhaktimata was
preparing for Diwali one year. She had seated young Lord Ghanshyam beside her and was cleaning the
floor of their house. Just then Rampratapbhai arrived. He saw Lord Ghanshyam sitting on the ground, so
he took Him to their aunt’s house. He left Lord Ghanshyam with the aunt and went to get a haircut. Just
as he left the house, the aunt’s young daughter started to cry. 

The young girl had been sleeping in the house and had just awoken. So the aunt placed Lord Ghanshyam
on the ground and went to put her young daughter to sleep. Lord Ghanshyam was left sitting on the
front steps of the house alone, so He decided to go out and explore. Lord Ghanshyam crawled from the
house onto the forecourt, but because there was no‐one to play with Him, He started to cry. 

Bhaktimata heard the cries and went over to Him. As she had been smearing their house with the ritually
purifying cow dung, her hands were not clean and therefore, she did not carry Him. Instead, she gestured
and called Lord Ghanshyam to her. Lord Ghanshyam saw the opportunity to play and cause havoc. He
went over to the mound of cow dung and mud and decided to play with it. Instead of using it to purify
the ground, He took handfuls of the mixture in His little hands and smeared it all over His own body.

Bhaktimata saw Lord Ghanshyam playing in this way and said, “My dear baby son! Where did You learn
to play in this new way? You have soiled Your body with this smelly mud. It is horrible! Why did You do
this? I have enough work to do already! Just look at Yourself! Your body! Your clothes! Everything is
covered in the cow dung. On one hand, You show Yourself to have divine prowess and yet now, You are

1.  Smearing of Mud 
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revealing Yourself to be an ordinary, mischievous baby, playing with mud!” In this way, Bhaktimata
became angry with the Lord. So Lord Ghanshyam responded as any other child would; by crying.

Bhaktimata wiped away all the mud from the Lord’s body and took it all outside. Baby Ghanshyam started
to cry louder and louder. Just then, the carpenter Nandlal arrived and decided to play with the Lord to
amuse Him and stop Him from crying. Nandlal pretended to cry as well. He wept loudly as he edged
forwards towards the Lord. He carried Lord Ghanshyam in his arms and started playing with Him.
However, Lord Ghanshyam increased the weight of His body so much that Nandlal’s arms became tired.
He was struggling to carry the Lord, but just about made it to where Dharmadev was sitting. He handed
over Lord Ghanshyam and as he massaged his own arms, he said, “Dharmadev! Your beloved son is God
Himself. I carried Him, but He has made Himself so heavy that my arms are now aching.” With true
devotion and admiration, Nandlal bowed to Lord Ghanshyam and then returned home. 

Just look at the Lord’s unexplainable deeds; He plays with mud and smears it all over Himself just like any
other child, whilst a short time later, He shows His divine prowess and makes Himself so heavy that He
cannot be carried by a strong, grown man.
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Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

What was Bhaktimata doing in preparation for the Diwali festival?

Where did Rampratapbhai take Lord Ghanshyam?

Seeing the opportunity to cause mischief, what did Lord Ghanshyam do?

What did Nandlal start to do in order to amuse Lord Ghanshyam and make Him stop crying?

How did Lord Ghanshyam reveal His greatness to Nandlal?

Acharya Swamishree says, “The Lord performs all His deeds to
bring delight to His disciples. Seeing these seemingly ordinary
behaviours, one must never question His divinity.”

Q5
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The festival of Janmashtami occurs in the month of Shravan. One year, Dharmadev and Bhaktimata took
their sons to Ayodhya for the Lord’s darshan on this special day. A demon called Gayadatt came to know
about the Lord’s arrival in the city and so he also went there to harm Lord Ghanshyam. Gayadatt had a
lot of hatred for God and wanted to kill Him. He sat in a shop on the main road to the city, waiting for
Lord Ghanshyam to arrive. The omniscient Lord knew of the demon’s intentions, so when He passed the
shop, He looked towards the demon. The Lord’s divine gaze made him experience an intense burning
sensation throughout his body. He started to burn by the Lord’s lustrous vision. He could not endure it
any longer, so he quickly ran away.

On the day of Somvati Amas, the family went to bathe in the river. As part of the rituals, the pious deed
of donating a cow to a Brahmin was performed by Lord Ghanshyam. He then went to bathe in the river.
When He went a little deeper into the river, the demon took the guise of a crocodile and slipped into the
water. The crocodile grabbed hold of Lord Ghanshyam’s leg and started to drag Him into the deepest
part of the river. Bhaktimata and Dharmadev were standing on the edge of the river and watched in
horror. By now, many others had also gathered there. Everyone feared for the worst.

However, the demon did not know about God’s prowess. The Lord let the demon tug at His leg for a
short while and He allowed Himself to be dragged away deeper and deeper into the river. By now, the
demon was becoming more and more frantic about devouring the Lord. However, what could he actually
do to God? Lord Ghanshyam emitted His lustre and the demon immediately started to burn. He dragged
the demon to the edge of the river and smashed his body on the rocks. Rampratapbhai arrived. He placed

2.  A Demon Comes in the Form of a Crocodile
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his foot on the crocodile’s head and immediately, it transformed into the demon’s original form. 
Gayadatt and Rampratapbhai started fighting. Rampratapbhai grabbed Gayadatt’s leg and threw him
onto the ground. However, the demon had powers and it was not possible to kill him in that way.
Rampratap thought the demon was dead, so he started to back away. 

The demon arose and grabbed hold of Rampratapbhai’s waist. Rampratapbhai was taken by surprise,
but still, he managed to kick back. The pain caused the demon to let go of Rampratapbhai. The very angry
Rampratapbhai retaliated again and kicked the demon in his other leg. The bones in the demon’s legs
were broken, and this caused him a lot of pain. He fell to the ground and screamed in agony.
Rampratapbhai continued to hit the demon around his head. All that the poor demon could do was cry
out for help. Rampratapbhai’s parents were very worried about what had happened. They wanted to get
away from there and return home as quickly as they could. They shouted, “Rampratap! Leave the demon
and come back here!”

However, Rampratapbhai thought that the demon would attack him again if he left, so he grabbed hold
of the demon’s head and repeatedly smashed it onto the ground. Although the demon yelled out in agony,
he was not dieing. By now, Rampratapbhai was tired. Lord Ghanshyam also realised that His brother was
showing signs of fatigue. So Lord Ghanshyam emitted lustre from eyes, which caused the horrible demon
to burn. Who could know that it was due to young Lord Ghanshyam’s prowess that the demon was being
destroyed? The demon soon fell to the ground. The courageous Rampratapbhai returned to his delighted
parents. Lord Ghanshyam lovingly embraced His brother. Rampratapbhai too was very pleased that young
Ghanshyam was safe; he lifted the Lord onto his shoulders and carried Him home.
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Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

Why did the demon, Gayadatt, go to Ayodhya?

As part of the rituals on the special day, what did Lord Ghanshyam donate to a Brahmin?

What happened as soon as the Lord’s divine gaze fell on Gayadatt?

In the river, what kind of a guise did the demon assume?

Who started fighting with the demon when he was transformed back to his original form?Q5

Acharya Swamishree says, “No‐one is as powerful as God. Some
very sinful people may try to challenge God but ultimately, they
themselves will face misery and be destroyed; nothing can harm
the Lord.”



Dharmadev, Bhaktimata, Rampratap, Vashram and many others went to Lake Shravan to bathe. 
Lord Ghanshyam was also with them. The others would not have enjoyed the trip if Lord Ghanshyam was
not with them. There was a fair being held at the side of the lake at which lots of people had gathered.
They were all looking at and buying various articles. Naturally, children always enjoy these kinds of events.
At the fair, there was a sage sitting down in a yoga posture at the side of Lake Shravan. Several blind
people were sitting near him. They had heard that the sage was able to make blind people see again and
so they had all come to him to be cured of their disability. However, the sage was very greedy. Without
hesitation, he said to the blind people, “First pay me and then I will make you see. If you do not have
money, go away!”

Dharmadev returned from bathing in the lake. Some of the blind people went to him and respectfully
asked, “Oh kind gentleman! We have come here to regain our sight, but the sage is asking for money
before curing us. We are all very poor. We do not have enough to eat, let alone to give him.” With these
words of plea, they all cried out for help. Lord Ghanshyam was listening and felt sorry for them all. He
said to Dharmadev, “Father! It would be good if these blind people were able to see.” He then went up
to the blind people and talked to them about their troubles. None of the blind people had any money, so
they were sitting beside the lake; all were very sad and feeling helpless. They said to Lord Ghanshyam,
“If we had money, would we have not given it? Of course we would! But that sage is asking for money
first. Well! We have to live according to the will of God. When God has mercy on us, light will come to our
eyes.” The young Lord Ghanshyam heard their story. He rubbed His lotus hand on their eyes and by His
divine prowess, all the blind people were able to see. They were all delighted to regain their sight and

3.  Enables Blind Men to See 
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started singing and dancing in praise of God. The miserly sage became angry with Lord Ghanshyam. 
This young child had ruined his source of income. He started shouting abuse at the Lord. Dharmadev
retaliated by explaining, “Sage! Tricking these poor, blind people into giving you their money is a sin.
Money gained from sinning will never yield happiness. You are a pious sage, so why do you have so much
greed for wealth?”

These words of advice angered the sage even more and he started swearing at Dharmadev. By now, lots
of people had gathered to see what the commotion was all about. Up till now, Lord Ghanshyam was
standing calmly, without saying a word. He realised that the sage would not calm down and understand
his faults just by words; He would have to teach the sage a lesson.

Lord Ghanshyam went to the sage and looked into his eyes. Lustre emitted from the Lord’s eyes and fell
straight into the sage’s, and because of this, he experienced intense burning and unbearable pain. In only
a few seconds, the sage became blind. The sage started to cry out inconsolably. Dharmadev said, “Now
you will have to suffer the consequence of your sins. Due to your greed for more and more money, you
were insolent to the blind people, but now, you have become blind yourself.” The sage cried and went
towards the direction from where Dharmadev’s voice was coming from. From the sound of his voice, the
sage recognised who Dharmadev was, and fell at his feet. The sage wept, “Oh holy man! Forgive me, and
give me back my sight.” Lord Ghanshyam interjected, “First give back all the money that you have
gathered by tricking all the blind people.”

The sage called each blind person one by one from whom he had taken money and gave it all back. Lord
Ghanshyam looked at the sage and emitted lustre into his eyes. By the Lord’s divine prowess, the sage
was able to see again.
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Acharya Swamishree says, “By the grace of God, some individuals
have special strengths and abilities. These must be used for the
benefit of others, but never for one’s own financial gain. You
must remember that it is a gift from God; if it is misused, God will
take it back and you will have to endure much suffering.”

Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

Who had gone to Lake Shravan to bathe?

In the fair, what was the sage doing?

What did the sage say to all the blind people?

Feeling sorry for all the blind people, what did Lord Ghanshyam do?

What did Lord Ghanshyam do to the sage to teach him a lesson?Q5
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The month of Shravan is a sacred month for performing devotion to God. Pious people consider it a period
for performing pilgrimages. Once, during this holy month, Dharmadev and Bhaktimata took their family
to the city of Ayodhya for the darshan of the Lord presiding on the ornamental, ceremonial swings
(hindola). During their journey, they came across the River Manorama. The river was flowing in full force.
It was not possible to cross it without a boat. Dharmadev looked for a boatman, but it was raining and
no‐one could be found. He started to worry. If they could not find a boat, they would have to return home
without the Lord’s darshan, and their journey would have been pointless.

Lord Ghanshyam understood the concerns of His parents. After all, He is omniscient, and knows
everything! He said to Bhaktimata, “Mother, I want to swim in Lake Manorama.” Bhaktimata agreed and
held Lord Ghanshyam’s finger as He carefully slipped into the water. A miracle occurred! A path opened
in the River Manorama for them to pass.

Young Ghanshyam said to His parents, “Look! The river has made a path for us. A river is a facet of ‘Mother
Earth’, so she has been kind to us. Do not worry! Just walk behind Me.” As Lord Ghanshyam walked ahead,
He stretched out His arms, and immediately, the waters parted allowing them to walk across the river.
Dharmadev and Bhaktimata were delighted. They crossed the river and quickly reached the other side.
When they looked back, the river was flowing in full force again. Dharmadev, Bhaktimata, Rampratapbhai
and Lord Ghanshyam sat on the steps of the Ram Temple to rest for a while. Two sages were also sitting
there. They had seen what Lord Ghanshyam had just done in the river and had become convinced that
He was the supreme Lord Himself. They made a delicious meal and offered it to the family. They also

4.  The River Makes a Pathway 
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allowed them to rest in the temple’s best living quarters. The sages said to Dharmadev and Bhaktimata,
“Your son is God! We are sure of this.”

The words of the sages delighted Dharmadev and Bhaktimata. The sages then fell at Lord Ghanshyam’s
lotus feet and said, “You may appear like the young child Ghanshyam, but in reality, You are the supreme
God. If You were not, there is no way that this river could have made a path for You. Have mercy and give
us a sacred mantra so that we can do the same thing.”

Young Ghanshyam laughed, “What kind of mantra can I give you? The river is part of ‘Mother Earth’, and
is therefore the mother of everyone. Children are always dear to their mother. I willed to play in the lap
of this ‘Mother’ and so I prayed to her with devotion and true dedication. Just as a mother becomes
pleased with her child, this River Manorama became pleased with My devotion and provided a path.”
The sage replied, “If we perform devotion to this ‘Mother’, will she provide a path for us to cross 
River Manorama?”

The young Lord Ghanshyam replied, “The ‘Mother’ cannot be pleased as quickly as you want. A river is
the ‘Mother’, so you must perform adoration to it. A mother takes care of her children. Similarly, all people
are the children of this ‘Mother Earth’ and so we must take care of her and respect her. She gives life and
takes care of all the people. You are holy men, so you must perform selfless devotion, without any want
of rewards. Only this can be called true devotion.” The sages were astounded by the wise words of
teaching given by young Lord Ghanshyam. They repeatedly bowed down to Him and said, “You are the
supreme God Himself!”



Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

When Dharmadev saw the River Manorama flowing in full force, why did he become worried?

Acknowledging the worries of His parents, what did Lord Ghanshyam say to Bhaktimata?

What happened in the River as soon as Lord Ghanshyam’s feet touched the water?

As soon as the two sages saw the miracle, what did they start to believe about Lord Ghanshyam?

What did the two sages offer to Lord Ghanshyam and His family? 

Acharya Swamishree says, “Nothing is impossible for God; He is
able to accomplish whatever He wills. Concealing His greatness,
He mercifully appears on the Earth in a human form. Once this
supreme, almighty God has been recognised, you must serve Him
in whichever manner you can and please this immensely
powerful, sovereign Lord.”

Q5
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One day, Lord Ghanshyam went for darshan to the shrine of deity Hanuman, named Hanumangadhi, in
Ayodhya. A preacher called Mohandas was seated in front of the shrine. He was reciting the Ram Charitra
scripture. Lots of people were seated around him, listening to the narration of Lord Ram’s exploits.
Several holy men were also sitting amongst the assembly. 

A description about the spiritual merit gained from observing the Ekadashi fast was being narrated. ‘The
spiritual merit gained from performing 1000 Ashwamedh sacrifices (ceremonies in which horses are
donated) and 100 Rajsuya ceremonies (in which the Sun deity is worshipped), is not even equivalent to
1/16th of the merit amassed by observing the Ekadashi fast.’ Lord Ghanshyam heard this and questioned,
“Preacher! The scriptures have stated the great importance of the Ekadashi fast. So why is it that many
people still do not observe it?”

The preacher became angry at Lord Ghanshyam’s question. ‘How can such a small child have the courage
to question me?’ he thought. So he replied, “God has given us this human body to endure suffering. God
has kept the deity Ekadashi tied up in the Jagannathji Temple, so there is no need to give any suffering to
the God that exists in the form of your soul. It is not right to remain hungry; it is wrong to suffer physically. 

A human life has been given for eating, drinking and remaining merry. A human has many infatuations; all
these should be experienced. By that, one’s yearnings will be satisfied and then, one can attain salvation.”
Lord Ghanshyam thought about the preacher’s comments, “This preacher is deceiving all the people and
leading them onto the wrong path. If the listeners believe what he says, they will attain a dire fate.” 

5.  A Lesson Taught to the Preacher 
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Lord Ghanshyam could not bear to listen any longer, so He got up and started performing reverential
circumambulations (Pradakshina) around Hanuman. The sadhus also became angry and said amongst
themselves, “Just look at what these elders are doing to society. They are here to teach the significance
of the Ekadashi fasts, yet they are misleading the people.” 

The young Lord Ghanshyam heard these comments so He placed the preacher into a trance. In the trance,
the demons of hell, the Yamdoots took the preacher to hell, Yampuri, where they tortured him in many
different ways. They broke the bones of his body. The Yamdoots scolded him, “You are leading good
people along the wrong path. Instead of elevating them onto the path to the divine abode, you are
dropping them outside the door of hell. Do you not have any decency in you? Your intelligence and mind
have become warped and this is because you have committed wrongful deeds. Lord Ghanshyam is the
Incarnator (Avtari) of all. By disrespecting Him, you have committed a grave sin. The suffering you are
facing now is because you have insulted Lord Ghanshyam.” 

Saying these words of reprimand, the demons smashed the preacher’s body again and again onto the
ground. The preacher pleaded, “I will never again tell people that they should not observe the Ekadashi
fast.  Instead, I will tell everyone about its importance. I understand the sin that I have committed by
being angry towards Lord Ghanshyam. It is my biggest mistake. I realise that you are torturing me as a
consequence of that sin. Tell me what I must do in order to repent for these sins.” 

The preacher immediately awoke from the trance and described the suffering that he had just faced. Lord
Ghanshyam warned the devout people in the assembly, “There are many deceiving, greedy preachers in
this world whose only aim is to trick people and mislead them. The preachers convince people that they
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must hand over their hard earned money. No benefit is gained by the people. Only the preacher gains by
filling his pockets with more and more wealth.” 

By Lord Ghanshyam’s teachings, the good people of the village became aware of such deceit and realised
that they should remain vigilant about such frauds.

Acharya Swamishree says, “There are many people in society
who are in a position to influence others, such as the preacher 
in this story. Such influence should always be used for guiding 
others along the path of morality and decency, and to lead them
toward God.”

Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

Describe the spiritual merit that is gained from observing the Ekadashi fast.

Hearing about the significance of the Ekadashi fast, what did Lord Ghanshyam ask the preacher?

How did the preacher respond to Lord Ghanshyam’s question?

What did the preacher see when he was in the trance?

When the preacher emerged from the trance, what did he do?Q5



Dharmadev had a cow named Gomti. Although Gomti was an animal, she had the manners and etiquette
that humans should have. She and Lord Ghanshyam had affection for each other. Whenever someone
sat down to milk her, Gomti would give two litres of milk.

One day, Suvasinibhabhi decided to test the affection that existed between Gomti and Lord Ghanshyam.
So when the family sat down to eat, she gave half a litre of milk to Dharmadev and Rampratapbhai and
only a quarter of a litre of milk to Icharambhai and Lord Ghanshyam. Everyone ate the meal and then
continued their daily activities. When it was time to milk the cows again, Suvasinibhabhi sat down to milk
Gomti. This time, Gomti only gave one litre of milk. As Suvasinibhabhi had given less milk to Lord
Ghanshyam, Gomti had become upset with her.

Suvasinibhabhi went to tell Bhaktimata, who explained, “You served Lord Ghanshyam and Icharam less
milk. You were unfair to them. So our ‘Mother Cow’ has become annoyed.” At the next meal,
Suvasinibhabhi served everyone with the same amount of milk and gave lots of food to everyone. When
she then went to milk Gomti, she gave two litres of milk again.

Bhaktimata explained, “If you give the same amount of milk to Lord Ghanshyam as you do to all the
others, ‘Mother Gomti’ will give two litres of milk.”

Suvasinibhabhi realised that an intense affection existed between Lord Ghanshyam and Gomti. She
started to regret what she had done, because by testing that affection, she had disrespected the Lord.

6.  The Affection of Gomti the Cow
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She prayed to Lord Ghanshyam, “Oh Lord! Forgive me for my insolence. I made a big mistake by trying to
test the kind of affection that exists between You and ‘Mother Gomti’. I pray that You have mercy on me,
and You have the same kind of affection and same amount of love towards me that You have for ‘Mother
Gomti’. You are the supreme God Himself. I pray that human sentiments towards You never occur within
me. Have mercy on me so that I remain constantly engrossed in the meditation of Your Murti.”

Lord Ghanshyam became pleased with His sister‐in‐law’s prayer and granted her what she had asked for.
Suvasinibhabhi had personally experienced that the supreme God had manifested on the Earth in the
form of Lord Ghanshyam. She deliberated, ‘just as cows were fond of Shree Krishna, they are also very
fond of Lord Ghanshyam. Whenever Lord Ghanshyam strokes Gomti on her head and body, she becomes
ecstatic and swings her tail up and down to show her happiness. Through this episode, God has taught
me the importance of taking good care of our ‘Mother Cow’ and never to cause distress to her.
Furthermore, if I allow any manner of deficiency in looking after God, ‘Mother Cow’ will not allow milk to
flow from her udder.’

Dharmadev and Bhaktimata also explained to Suvasinibhabhi, “All animals are the creations of God. 
All animals and even vegetation, have a place on the Earth. We have to live with respect for all these
creations. Then, our own lives will also flourish.”

Young Lord Ghanshyam sat listening attentively to His parents. He did not reveal that He had anything to
do with what had occurred that day.
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Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

Who was Dharmadev? What was his wife’s name?

What was the name of Dharmadev’s cow?

Why did Suvasinibhabhi give less milk to Lord Ghanshyam?

Why did Gomti become upset?

What does Gomti do whenever Lord Ghanshyam strokes her head and body?

Acharya Swamishree says, “In the Shikshapatri scripture, Lord
Shree Swaminarayan commands His disciples only to keep cattle
or other animals if they have sufficient means to provide for them
adequately with food and water. Otherwise, they are forbidden
from keeping animals. This demonstrates the profound compassion
of the Lord towards all His creations. These animals have
understanding and are able to recognise the Lord and serve Him in
whichever manner they can. During the Lord’s forest expedition,
even the wild animals living in the wilderness became passive
before the Lord and bowed down in reverence at His lotus feet.”

Q5
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Young Lord Ghanshyam liked going out with His friends to play. They played many different games and
sports. One day, the group of friends went to the village of Nivada where there was a large park. They
played and ate the ripe mangos that were growing throughout the park. The people of Nivada were
digging a new village water‐well. The minister of Bamnipur’s king was overseeing the work. They
continued digging out more and more soil. All of a sudden the walls of the well collapsed and 15 of the
workers became trapped under the soil in the deep well. People started screaming for help. Hearing these
cries, Lord Ghanshyam and His friends went to investigate what was happening. All the people were
horrified that their colleagues were buried in the collapsed well. Everyone was praying to God for some
kind of miracle.

The young Lord saw the heartfelt, sincere prayers of the people and decided to bestow His divine mercy
on them all. He said to the people, “They have been buried under a huge amount of soil. It will take a
very long time to remove that much soil, and there is no way that the people can remain alive with no air
for that long. However, this is what you must do: Clap your hands and at the same time, recite loudly the
names ‘Ghanshyam’ and ‘Harikrishna’. If it is God’s will, the trapped people will emerge alive. At the same
time as reciting the sacred names, you must continue removing soil from the collapsed well.”

Pandeji, Guruprasadji, Ramprasadji and several other workers standing beside the well had faith in what
Lord Ghanshyam had suggested, so they immediately started to recite the names, ‘Ghanshyam’ and
‘Harikrishna’, over and over again while digging out the soil. A short while later, each of the 15 trapped
people were unearthed. They emerged one by one. It was as if they had been in a deep sleep and just awoken.

7.  People Buried in a Collapsed Well are Freed 
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Everyone realised that the miracle was due to the young Lord Ghanshyam’s prowess. They bowed down
to Lord Ghanshyam and became determined that He is God.

People were astonished; by merely chanting the sacred name of God, the people had been kept alive and
freed. They questioned the Lord, “Oh Ghanshyam! You have assumed the guise of this young boy and
manifested on this Earth. We are certain about that. However, we do not know how these people were
able to remain alive and emerge completely unhurt from this incident by merely chanting God’s name.
How could that be possible?”

Young Lord Ghanshyam replied, “Worship and devotion have a remarkable strength. If a person becomes
truly engrossed in worshipping God, and sings devotional songs, recites His name and sings His praises,
God becomes acquiescent to that disciple. God is always alert to help His loving disciples. However, with
that worship, one must also undergo physical exertion, in the same way that you continued to dig out the
soil at the same time as worshipping God. Both were required to keep those people alive and free them.”
The freed people all fell at Lord Ghanshyam’s lotus feet because they were convinced that they had
remained alive because of the miracle performed by this young child.

Lord Ghanshyam proclaimed, “I merely gave advice to you all that you should perform devotion as well
as digging. You performed devotion and worship together, and all took a share in the hard work of digging
out the well; and as a consequence, God bestowed life to the trapped people.” Everyone praised Lord
Ghanshyam. News of His miracle spread throughout the village.



Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

What was Lord Ghanshyam eating?

Why were the people screaming for help?

What did Lord Ghanshyam tell the people to do?

What names did the people chant?

What was the miracle that Lord Ghanshyam performed?

Acharya Swamishree says, “If trust and faith develops towards
the Lord and His commands, even the impossible becomes
possible; nothing is beyond His capabilities. Each day, one should
pray for His help and guidance, and His sacred name should be
recited whilst performing all activities.”

Q5
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Once, Lord Ghanshyam and His older brother Rampratapbhai went to a neighbouring village. When they
were returning home they passed the village of Makhoda, where they saw several of the king’s soldiers
struggling to lift a heavy cannon onto a cart so that they could transport it elsewhere. The cannon had
been found buried in the ground whilst digging the foundations of a new temple.

The soldiers could not budge the cannon. They gave up and conceded that only God could lift it onto the
cart; they would need some divine intervention.

As the soldiers had called out to God, the ever‐merciful Lord Ghanshyam went to the soldiers and said,
“If you want, I will lift the cannon onto the cart. Just stand aside and watch Me.”

The soldiers started to smile and said, “It would be very kind of You to help out in that way. If we do not
lift up the cannon onto the cart as we have been commanded, King Darshansingh will punish us.”

Lord Ghanshyam asked the soldiers to move aside. Some of the imprudent soldiers started to jest, “All
these strong soldiers are incapable of lifting the cannon, so how will this little boy carry it?” Lord
Ghanshyam heard these words of ridicule and immediately assumed a guise with four arms. He picked
up the cannon and easily placed it onto the cart. It was as easy as carrying something light. The soldiers
who had mocked the Lord were shocked and dumbfounded. All the others watching were astonished by
this feat. They were sure that this young Ghanshyam was not an ordinary child, but instead, He was truly
God. They repeatedly bowed to Him. Lord Ghanshyam then assumed His original form. The soldiers said

8.  The Heavy Cannon is Placed onto a Cart 
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to Rampratapbhai, “How did this young child get the strength to lift such weight with so much ease?
Does He know some magical tricks or spells?”

Rampratapbhai replied, “Why don’t you ask Him?” Some of the soldiers asked the Lord, “All these strong
soldiers were not able to shift the king’s heavy cannon, yet You were able to lift it easily, as if it was merely
a small toy. How was that possible?”

Lord Ghanshyam replied, “The power of the soul is immense and is the greatest strength in the world.
There is no stronger power. However, merely by wishing for that strength, it does not come to a person.”
The soldiers queried, “We have all this much physical strength, but we were not able to lift the cannon.
So, is the strength of the soul more powerful than the strength of the body?” Young Lord Ghanshyam
said, “The strength of the body is limited and is gained through exercise and eating nutritional foods.
However, such strength slowly wanes away. A person who has the strength of the soul is able to perform
easily anything that he wants to do. In the royal court of King Janak, did Lord Ram not lift up Lord
Shankar’s great bow as easily as if it was just a flower? And how did Lord Krishna manage to balance
Mount Govardhan on his little finger? All these miraculous events occurred because of the strength of
the soul. To attain that strength, one needs to perform continual, intense spiritual endeavours. By such
spiritual endeavours, the strength of the soul is evoked.”

The soldiers became delighted by these philosophical teachings and they affirmed that the young child
was in fact, the supreme God.



Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

What were the king’s soldiers struggling to do?

Why did Lord Ghanshyam go to the soldiers?

Why did some of the soldiers start to tease the Lord?

What kind of form did Lord Ghanshyam assume? And what did He do?

What did the soldiers ask Rampratapbhai?

Acharya Swamishree says, “Regardless of how difficult a task
may be, if God is on your side, it can be accomplished. However,
for God to side with you and to gain His mercy, you must behave
in accordance with His will. ”

Q5
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On the day of the Dasera festival one year, Dharmadev was sitting under the tamarind tree outside his
house. His friend Vashram Moti passed by and sat with him. As they talked, a question arose in Vashram’s
head and he asked, “Why do people perform adoration to the shami tree on the day of Dasera? What is
the significance of the shami tree?” Dharmadev explained, “When the Pandavs lost in their game of dice,
in accordance with the conditions of the gamble, they had to go into exile in the forest for twelve years
followed by one year of hiding away in a secret location. If they were found during that year, they would
have had to spend a further twelve years in the forest.

“When the Pandavs were exiled to the forest, they tied their weapons in a bundle and left them in a hole
in a shami tree. After twelve years, they went into the Kingdom of Virat, where they lived secretly for a
further year. When they eventually went to collect their weapons, it was the day of Dasera. They first
performed adoration to the shami tree and then took them back. Consequently, the practice of
performing adoration to the shami tree on the day of Dasera started. Even now, kings and warriors
perform this ceremony.”

Vashram listened to Dharmadev’s explanation and wondered, “I too take up weapons. So should 
I perform this shami tree adoration?”

Lord Ghanshyam commented, “The Pandavs give darshan to those who perform the shami tree
ceremony.” Everyone became pleased to hear Lord Ghanshyam’s comments. Vashram went immediately
to put on his warrior clothing and weapons. Dharmadev and his friend dressed as a warrior, sat Lord

9.  Pandavs and the Shami Tree Ceremony 
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Ghanshyam on a horse and paraded Him through the village. The joyful procession proceeded to the
northern bank of Lake Minsar, where there was a triangular shaped field. The procession ended in front
of a shami tree that grew there. All the people who had taken part in the procession performed adoration
to the shami tree. In the sky, the deities came on their celestial aircrafts to witness the ceremony. 
The five Pandavs, together with their wife Draupadi, also came. They put their weapons aside and
performed Lord Ghanshyam’s darshan. When the shami ceremony had concluded, the procession
continued to Lake Narayansar, where everyone sat down in an assembly. Lord Ghanshyam gave generous
donations to the deserving Brahmins present, and pleased them all. The Brahmins performed adoration
to Lord Ghanshyam in accordance with the rituals stated in the ancient scriptures, and then performed
aarti to Him. The five Pandavs and Draupadi bowed down to Lord Ghanshyam and humbly prayed, “Oh
Lord! What is Your command to us?”

Lord Ghanshyam replied, “You all should come into the Satsang, where I will make you My Paramhans’
and keep you in My service.”

Having taken the blessings of Lord Ghanshyam, by His command, the Pandavs vanished. Dharmadev, 
his friend and all the other people returned home.



Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

Dharmadev was explaining the story of which festival?

Who gives darshan to those who perform the ceremony on this festival day?

What kind of clothing did Vashram dress in? On what did Dharmadev and Vashram seat Lord Ghanshyam?

Who appeared in the sky to witness the ceremony?

What command did Lord Ghanshyam give to the Pandavs and Draupadi?

Acharya Swamishree says, “Lord Shree Swaminarayan is the
supreme God; all the incarnations derive their powers from Him.
He is the Incarnator of them all. Even the great deities yearn for
His darshan because it is only Lord Shree Swaminarayan and His
Muktas who can bestow eternal salvation. In this story, the Pandavs
and Draupadi prayed to the Lord for His blessings. By serving the
Lord in the Satsang, they became worthy of salvation.”

Q5
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One day, young Lord Ghanshyam and His friends Veni, Madhav, Prag and others went to the playground
in Firojpur. There were lots of different types of trees, with ripe fruits growing in the park. Lord
Ghanshyam and the friends picked fruit and ate as much as they could. They also filled their pockets so
that they had something to eat during their journey home. A merchant from the village of Tinva was
passing by and saw Lord Ghanshyam and the other children eating the fruit. He went straight into the
village of Firojpur and told the park keeper.

Travadi, the park keeper, ran to the park with his sons and other relatives, carrying large sticks and batons.
They shouted abuse at Lord Ghanshyam and the other boys, “We know it was You who has stolen fruit
from our garden time and time again. However, this time, You will not be lucky enough to escape. 
We will give You a punishment that You never forget.”

Lord Ghanshyam’s friends became very worried. They looked towards Lord Ghanshyam, “What shall we
do?” they asked. The Lord stood in front of them all and said, “None of you have any cause to worry. 
I will protect and save you.”

As He said these words, the park owner, Raghunandan rushed towards the Lord swinging his large stick.
To save all His friends, Lord Ghanshyam transformed them into parrots and they all flew away. He also
vanished from the park. The parrots flew into Khampasar and sat on the branches of a large tree. The
people who had come to beat up the children and those who had gathered because of the commotion
all witnessed this extraordinary occurrence. ‘Young Ghanshyam was just here with the other boys, so

10.  Transforms His Friends into Parrots 
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where did they go?’ they questioned. At the same time, they were not sure if this was just a dream. Some
of the people were pinching themselves whilst others were rubbing their eyes. ‘Was this an illusion?’ they
wondered. They looked throughout the park for the children, but they could not be found anywhere.
Raghunandan realised what had occurred. He explained, “Ghanshyam has vanished and He has
transformed His friends into parrots, who flew away. Without doubt, young Ghanshyam must be divine.
This could only have occurred because of His prowess.” The others realised the truth of Raghunandan’s
words and became determined about Lord Ghanshyam’s divinity. They praised Lord Ghanshyam as they
returned home.

However, Travadi did not believe any of this. He went to Dharmadev and complained about Lord
Ghanshyam. Meanwhile, Lord Ghanshyam appeared in Khampasar and transformed His friends back into
their original forms. He distributed the fruit that they had collected from the park and everyone ate. When
Lord Ghanshyam returned home, Travadi was already there with Dharmadev. Lord Ghanshym retold the
events of that day to them both. Travadi was astonished. He started to fret, “I did not recognise who this
young Ghanshyam is! He is God Himself, yet I thought of Him as an ordinary child. I am a fool. Why did I
try to beat Him with my stick?”

Travadi joined his hands together and humbly prayed, “Oh Lord Ghanshyam! I am Your worthless servant.
You are the merciful God. I am an ignorant soul who was unable to recognise You and consequently, 
I have committed a grave sin by maligning You. Forgive me. Oh Lord! Oh Ghanshyam! I will never commit
such a mistake again.” Lord Ghanshyam became pleased and willingly forgave him.



Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

Where did Lord Ghanshyam go with His friends?

What did they do, which made the park keeper very angry?

To save His frightened friends from being punished, what did Lord Ghanshyam do?

What did Raghunandan realise about who Lord Ghanshyam is?

Why did Travadi ask for the Lord’s forgiveness?

Acharya Swamishree says, “The Lord will always protect His
disciples from undue harassment. Seeing others to be less able
to defend themselves, you must never harass them. Through
such inappropriate behaviour, the Lord and His disciples may
become offended, and this may cause you immense distress.”

Q5
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It was the ceremonial day of Havan‐ashtami. Lord Ghanshyam had gone out with His friends to the eastern
bank of Lake Narayansar, where there was a large garden. A large mango tree stood outside the garden.
All the young boys climbed up onto the tree and sat on its branches. Each boy sat on a different branch
and mimicked as if they were riding a horse. With their feet, they kicked the sides of the branches, just as
if they were making a horse run faster and faster. They started making sounds to make the horses gallop
away. Lord Ghanshyam was sitting on a high branch on the southern side of the tree, pretending that it
was a horse. By His will, the branch transformed into a pure white stallion and started neighing. The horse
galloped away and for nearly an hour, Lord Ghanshyam and the horse encircled the village of Chapaiya
108 times. The ladies who were filling water from the village well saw the Lord riding His horse round and
round again. 

They forgot what they were doing and became completely engrossed. They were mesmerised by the
Lord’s riding and fell into a trance. Several Brahmins were performing various ceremonies. They too saw
the Lord riding the horse and started to dance with delight and sing His praises. Everyone was astonished
by the impressive style of the Lord’s riding. Never before had anyone seen such proficiency in horse riding.
The Lord then rode out in all the different directions. He encircled Narecha, Surval and all the other villages
in the region before returning to the mango tree where all His friends were sitting. By Lord Ghanshyam’s
will, the horse turned back into a branch.

God’s superb riding on the back of this magical horse captivated the minds of everyone. Lord Ghanshyam
climbed down from the tree and stood below. All His friends and many people from the village gathered

11.  Horse Made from the Branch of a Mango Tree 
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around Him. Some of His friends asked, “How did that branch become a real horse? None of the branches
that we were sitting on came alive and started galloping away!” Lord Ghanshyam started to laugh and
replied, “Even I do not know what happened. I just kicked My feet on the branch and all of a sudden,
the branch became a real horse and started galloping. I had lots of fun riding it, so I encircled Chapaiya
108 times.”

The elders of the village explained to the children, “Your friend Ghanshyam is a divine entity. Such a
miracle could not have occurred without the power of God. You are all very fortunate that you have
encountered Him in your childhood; furthermore, you have been able to call Him your friend and play
with Him.”

The villagers encircled Lord Ghanshyam and started to dance around Him and sang devotional songs.
Lord Ghanshyam’s friends also joined in the dancing. This reminded everyone of the time when Shree
Krishna used to play with his childhood friends and everyone would dance around him and sing.

Having danced for a very long time, everyone returned home. The friends told Dharmadev and Bhaktimata
exactly what had occurred that day. They were delighted to hear the story and lovingly embraced their
beloved son. Bhaktimata caressed her son’s head and asked, “Ghanshyam! How did the branch become
a real horse? Did You perform some kind of miracle?”

Lord Ghanshyam replied, “Mother! What would I know what happened. I am merely your little son.” 
Both parents were overjoyed by these words of profound affection and continued to embrace and caress
their beautiful, enchanting, divine son.



Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

What kind of tree did Lord Ghanshyam and His friends climb?

What game did they play on the branches of the tree?

What did the branch that Lord Ghanshyam was sitting on transform into?

How many times did Lord Ghanshyam encircle Chapaiya?

When His friends and Bhaktimata asked Lord Ghanshyam about what happened, what did He say?

Acharya Swamishree says, “The Lord is able to accomplish
anything with any object. He is able to give life to inanimate
objects and transform the most useless of objects into great
riches. Once the Lord held up a handkerchief and asked His sants,
“Is this a piece of cloth or a sword?” The sants replied, “It is
whatever You say it is.” Such resolute trust in each of the Lord’s
words must be developed in disciples.”

Q5

53



54

It was a very warm night, so Dharmadev and his sons slept outside the house in the forecourt. They had
kept a copper jug of water beside them in case they became thirsty during the night. Just before midnight,
a watchman passed the street in front of the house. He saw the copper jug and became enticed by it. He
picked up the jug and quickly slipped away into the darkness. Lord Ghanshyam is omniscient and
immediately realised that the watchman had taken their jug. With His divine prowess, 
He extended His arm and wrapped His hand around the watchman’s waist. The watchman tried hard to
free himself, but there was nothing that he could do; the hand seemed to be glued to him. He became
very scared and did not know what was happening. In the end, he managed to reach the Hanuman
Temple. He prayed to the deity, “Oh Hanuman! I have committed a sin. I have stolen this copper jug. I am
guilty and because of that sin, I am being punished. Save me from this punishment. I promise that I will
never steal again.”

The watchman placed the copper jug at Hanuman’s feet and he immediately became freed from the hand
that was wrapped around his waist.

In the morning, the priest who was looking after the Hanuman Temple awoke and found the copper jug
at the deity’s feet. He read Dharmadev’s name that was written on the rim of the jug. So he called
Dharmadev and asked, “How did your copper jug get here in the middle of the night?”

Everyone was surprised. They could not understand what had happened. So Lord Ghanshyam explained
what had occurred the night before. All the people listening became convinced that Lord Ghanshyam

11.  Teaches a Lesson to the Water Jug Thief 



was divine and no ordinary child. The watchman was worried because everyone now knew that he had
stolen the jug. He was surprised that Lord Ghanshyam knew so much detail about the incident. On the
other hand, he now knew whose hand had been wrapped around his waist. So he ran towards Lord
Ghanshyam and fell at His feet. Dharmadev and Bhaktimata started to wonder who this unknown person
was and why he had come to Lord Ghanshyam.

The watchman confessed his sins to Lord Ghanshyam and repeatedly asked for forgiveness. He pleaded,
“Young Lord! Give me whatever punishment is required, but forgive me. Give me the wisdom that I need.”
Lord Ghanshyam smiled gently. His sweet, enchanting smile captivated the mind of the watchman. Lord
Ghanshyam explained, “A person may steal, but he will not be able to use that acquired wealth for
anything worthwhile. Stolen wealth is like raw mercury, which has the ability to be absorbed easily and
then, that toxic material pervades throughout the body and poisons it from head to toe. You did steal,
but because you surrendered to Hanuman, you are forgiven. However, you must never commit such a
crime again. The fruits of working hard are sweet, whereas, the consequence of stolen wealth is bitter.”
Dharmadev, Bhaktimata and the other family elders were astonished to hear these words of divine
wisdom from young Lord Ghanshyam. He was young, but wise, and experienced words flowed from His
heart, just like the sacred River Ganges flows from the Himalayas.

The thief fell at the Lord’s lotus feet. He was convinced that Lord Ghanshyam was the supreme God. 
He promised that he would never steal again.
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Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

Where were Dharmadev and his two sons sleeping? 

Why did they keep a copper pot besides them?

How did Lord Ghanshyam teach a lesson to the thief?  

Who did the thief pray to so that he could become free?

Who returned the copper pot to Dharmadev?

Acharya Swamishree says, “Wealth amassed through illicit
means is like a bush of poisonous thorns. One may become
enticed by it, but ultimately, it leads to misery. Therefore, you
must work hard, earn your money and live in accordance with
your means. Furthermore, these earnings should be used wisely.
It is said that wealth has four sons; religion, fire, thieves and the
king. If wealth is not used for the elder of these, religion, the
other three will take it away.”

Q5
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