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The Lord's disciples on this Earth have human bodies, so when the merciful Lord appears on this Earth for the 
salvation of souls, He shows Himself in the same manner.  The greatest of all, the Supreme Lord Shree Swaminarayan 

appeared in the form of a beautiful baby, Lord Ghanshyam. He cried, slept, ate, and then walked and talked, seemingly like 
any other baby. He concealed His greatness and showered affection on His disciples. He took the form of the disciple’s son,

companion, friend, or relative. However, through His actions, it was evident that He possessed the same infinite spiritual
powers that He has when He presides in Akshardham. 

[Vachanamrut, Kariyani 5]

Gurudev Jeevanpran Shree Muktajeevan Swamibapa has versed: 
“Prakrut divya charitra manohar, mumukshu ne che sadaay sukhkar”

“May they be of this world or divine actions, they are all fascinating, to he who is looking for God. 
For such a person, each of the Lord’s actions is delightful” 

During His discourses, His Divine Holiness Acharya Swamishree often narrates the childhood stories about the enchanting Lord
Ghanshyam and describes their significance. Acharya Swamishree explains, “In each of the Lord’s actions and behaviours, there
is entwined a moral teaching, from which one can learn and recognise His greatness. The Murti of the Lord is divine ‐ His actions

are also divine.” A selection of these narrations has been collated and retold by Shree Jagjivanbhai B. Solanki in this series of
publications, which have also been translated into English by Acharya Swamishree, sants and disciples. Through remembering

these, the Lord’s divine Murti can be recalled and embedded into oneself.

The stories are accompanied by beautiful sketches by Jayanti Borana, and questions to aid discussions and comprehension.

Jay Shree Swaminarayan

Introduction – The Divine Episodes of God
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In Northern India, there is a village called Chapaiya, on the banks of the river Saryu, near the holy town
Ayodhya. The land here is very green and fertile. Sweet fruit trees grow naturally here. Colourful birds
and butterflies fill the sky with colour. The birds chirp sweet songs and spread an atmosphere of
tranquillity all through the area. Chapaiya is only a small village, yet there are many temples scattered
within it. Little cottages and even a few multi‐storey mansions line the narrow and winding streets. It
was in this beautiful village that lived Dharmadev and his wife Bhaktimata. They were both good people
and spent their time worshipping God. The supreme Lord became pleased with their devotion and granted
them a blessing that He Himself would manifest at their home.

At just after 10 o'clock in the evening on Monday the 2nd April 1781 (Samvat 1837 Chaitra Sud 9), the
supreme Lord Shree Swaminarayan gave darshan to Bhaktimata. He was completely surrounded by a
brilliant lustre. Immediately, this lustre vanished and the Lord took the form of an adorable baby. The
Lord had manifested at the home of father Dharmadev and mother Bhaktimata. At the very same time, the
skies filled with the sound of rhythmic drums and melodious trumpets; these were the deities who had come
for the darshan of the Lord, travelling on divine aircraft. A gentle breeze filled the air with the enchanting
fragrance of auspicious sandalwood and flowers that the deities showered over Chapaiya. The entire
village began rejoicing as news of this new arrival spread. Lamps were lit in all the houses. Children danced
in the streets. Ladies starting singing with joy as they headed for the home of Dharmadev, carrying silver
plates filled with holy kanku, gulal, coconuts, flowers, perfumes and other expensive gifts. Brahmins gathered
outside the house and chanted sacred verses. Dharmadev offered gifts to the Brahmins and all others in
appreciation of the divine gift that he had just been given. The supreme Lord Shree Swaminarayan had come
down onto this Earth. With Him, He had brought happiness and joy to the whole village of Chapaiya.

1.  Divine Manifestation
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Acharya Swamishree says, “The ancient Hindu scriptures
forecasted the arrival of the supreme Lord in the age of Kaliyug.
Accordingly, Lord Shree Swaminarayan manifested in the 18th
century in Northern India to eradicate irreligion and establish the
true religion upon the Earth. In addition, His aim was to fulfil the
spiritual desires of loving disciples and grant them eternal
salvation. In His divine form, humans would be unable to take His
darshan and would not become attracted by Him. Therefore, for
the benefit and salvation of all souls, He concealed all this lustre
and assumed the form of a beautiful baby.”

Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

What was the name of the Lord’s mother? 

What was the name of the Lord’s father?

In which village did they live?

On which day did Lord Swaminarayan manifest on the Earth?

What happened when the deities came for the Lord’s darshan?Q5

ving disciples a
orrrrrmmmmm, hhhhhuuuuuummmmmmaaaannnnnsssss wwwwwo
beeeecccooommmmmeee aaaattttttttttrrracccccttttte

onnnn oooooffff aaaaaallllllll  ssoooooouuuuuullllssss, HHHHHe
offfff aaaa bbeeeeeaaaaaauuuuuuttttttiiiiiifffffuul bbbbbaaaaab

her?



Once, the baby Lord Ghanshyam was sound asleep in His cradle. Outside the house, the night sky was
brightly lit by the soothing light of the Moon.

There was a window, high up on the wall opposite where Lord Ghanshyam was sleeping. As the night
progressed, the moonlight started to shine through the window. Eventually, the bright moonlight fell on
Lord Ghanshyam’s beautiful face. The Lord immediately awoke from His deep sleep. 

As soon as He opened His eyes, He saw the Moon. ‘This is where the light was coming from’. Lord
Ghanshyam realised that it was the Moon that had woken Him. Whilst remaining in His cradle, Lord
Ghanshyam stretched out His arm and grabbed hold of the Moon.

The Moon was impatiently looking for an opportunity to come down for the darshan of the supreme
Lord. This was his perfect chance. Therefore, he assumed the form of a child and came down from 
the sky. 

Lord Ghanshyam and the Moon started playing together. The Moon was accompanied with his moonlight,
which spread throughout the entire house. When the bright light reached Bhaktimata, she also awoke
and went to see where it was coming from. She became frightened when she saw Lord Ghanshyam
playing with the Moon. Seeing this, Lord Ghanshyam said, “Mother! Do not be afraid. This is the Moon.
He has come down here to play with Me. I have called Him here.”

2.  Calls the Moon to Play
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This delighted Bhaktimata immensely because these words made her remember that her beloved baby
son is not like other children; He is the supreme Lord.

The Moon bowed down to Lord Ghanshyam and then to Bhaktimata, before returning to his place in the sky.

Acharya Swamishree says, “The deities derive all their prowess
and abilities from the supreme Lord Shree Swaminarayan. Although
they know about the presence of their superior, the supreme
Lord Shree Swaminarayan, and recognise His divinity, they are
unable to have His darshan. So when the merciful Lord manifested
on the Earth, the deities were granted His darshan and the
opportunity to serve Him in whichever manner they could.”

Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

What was Lord Ghanshyam sleeping in?

Why did Lord Ghanshyam awaken from His deep sleep?

When Lord Ghanshyam stretched out His arm, what did He grab hold of?

What made Bhaktimata wake up? Why did she become frightened?

What did Bhaktimata remember about who her son is?Q5
11
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When Lord Ghanshyam entered His third year, the chowl‐sanskar ceremony was performed, during which
He had His first haircut. After the ceremony, a grand feast was held for all the invited guests.

Whilst Dharmadev and Bhaktimata were busy with the hospitality of serving the guests, the children
decided to go outside to play. They wandered off to a nearby mango shrove and started playing there.

The evil demon, Kalidatt, saw that there were no adults where the young Lord Ghanshyam was playing,
so he transformed himself into the form of a child and joined the other children. He had a sinister plan to
kill Lord Ghanshyam.

When he got near, Kalidatt stretched out his arm to grab hold of Lord Ghanshyam, but even the Lord’s
slight flinch was powerful enough to throw Kalidatt off his feet. This made Kalidatt extremely angry, so
he transformed himself into the huge, ugly form of a giant demon. His eyes were now as large as lemons;
his nails were long, pointed and twisted; he had horns on his head; his teeth were like spears protruding
from his mouth; and he had red matted hair on his head. When he walked, the ground shuddered
underneath him, and when he spoke, the sound of his deep voice reverberated in the air.

Kalidatt then started to use his powers of black magic. He cast a spell to create a ferocious storm. 
The sky became dark with dense rain clouds and rain started to fall. The hurricane winds were so strong
that many of the tress were uprooted and started smashing against each other.

3.  Defeat of the Demon Kalidatt
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All the other children became frightened and ran away. However, the young Lord Ghanshyam remained
sitting under the mango tree, without any kind of worry. Seeing this, Kalidatt made his huge body even
bigger and fell onto the mango tree, under which Lord Ghanshyam was happily sitting. However, the tree
did not harm Lord Ghanshyam, and instead, it became like a protective canopy around Him.

Kalidatt had tried to kill Lord Ghanshyam. However, He was not like any other child; He is the supreme
Lord of countless universes. No‐one is as powerful as Him.

Lord Ghanshyam looked at Kalidatt and smiled. Immediately, Kalidatt started to experience an intense
pain in his head. He became confused and fell to the ground. He became unconscious and started foaming
from his mouth. The broken trees started smashing against his body and slashing his skin. Blood started
pouring from all over his body. In no time at all, the demon Kalidatt had been slain. The violent storm
eased and the air became still again.

Just then, Dharmadev and Bhaktimata arrived at the mango shrove. They had roamed through the entire
village looking for Lord Ghanshyam. All the weeping children ran up to Dharmadev and Bhatimata and
told them what had happened. They described how the tree had fallen on Lord Ghanshyam and trapped
Him. Everyone got together and started lifting up the huge branches of the tree. 

Eventually, they found Lord Ghanshyam sitting under it, smiling gently. Lord Ghanshyam’s aunt, Sundari
picked Him up and gave Him to Bhaktimata. She was overcome with joy to see her beloved son,
completely unhurt.

nd smmiiillleeeddd... IIImmmmmmeeedddiiiaaattteeelyyy, Ka
anddd fffeeellll to tthhee  ggroouundd. HHHeee be
rteddd ssmaasshhiinngg aaggaaiinnst hhhiiisss b
timmmeee aatt  aallll, tthhee ddeemmoonnn KKKali

a aarrrrriivveedd  aatt tthhee mmaannggoo sshhrrrooov
Allll ttthhhe weepiiing chhhiiillldddren ran



Acharya Swamishree says, “Even during His childhood years, the
Lord possessed the same, unsurpassed, divine prowess as He did
when He was older. Appearing as a child, and indeed, manifesting
as a human, are all facets of His divine episodes. By killing the
evil Kalidatt and the other demons, Lord Ghanshyam fulfilled one
of His reasons for manifesting on the Earth; to destroy evil.”

Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

How old was Lord Ghanshyam when His chowl‐sanskar ceremony was performed?

Where did Lord Ghanshyam and His friends go to play?

Who came to harm Lord Ghanshyam? What kind of form did he transform himself into?

How did Lord Ghanshyam destroy the demon?

Where did Sundari find Lord Ghanshyam?Q5

15
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The strength of the evil demons living in Chapaiya had increased. As the days went on, they started to
harass the people who worshipped God more and more. So Dharmadev decided to go and live in the city
of Ayodhya, where he and his family could live in peace, and continue worshipping God without the
torment of the demons.

However, the people of Ayodhya were experiencing another kind of nuisance. A large group of monkeys
had recently come to the vicinity of the city and were causing havoc for everyone. When Lord Ghanshyam
heard about this, He decided to teach the monkeys a lesson. One day, during the early morning, Lord
Ghanshyam sat down to eat on the veranda of His house. He was just about to start eating His breakfast
of puris and yogurt, when a monkey swung down from the nearby tree and snatched a puri from Lord
Ghanshyam’s hand. The monkey immediately climbed back onto the tree, sat on one of the branches and
started eating the puri.

With His divine powers, Lord Ghanshyam stretched out His arm and grabbed hold of the monkey’s tail
and pulled it onto the ground. The monkey started squealing loudly and tried to free himself, but he could
not. The other monkeys in the vicinity heard the desperate squealing and immediately gathered there.
The huge army of monkeys surrounded Lord Ghanshyam and prepared to hurt Him. Just then, Dharmadev
heard the commotion and came out of the house to see what was going on. He saw the monkeys with
Lord Ghanshyam at the centre of them all. He ran inside to fetch a stick. However, this was no ordinary
child, this was the supreme Lord. By His mere gaze, even evil demons such as Kalidatt had been slain.
What could these poor monkeys do to Lord Ghanshyam?

4.  Teaches a Lesson to the Monkeys

17
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Today, Lord Ghanshyam wanted to have some fun, and at the same time, teach a lesson to the monkeys.
Lord Ghanshyam transformed Himself into as many forms as there were monkeys. Each different form
started fighting with one of the monkeys. The monkeys couldn’t believe what was happening to them.
They started squealing in distress. Eventually, Lord Ghanshyam let go of them, and so the monkeys
immediately ran into the wilderness, far away from the city. Just then, Dharmadev arrived with his stick.
So Lord Ghanshyam made all His other forms vanish.

Acharya Swamishree says, “Lord Swaminarayan says that it is
immoral for someone to take food or money from another
person if he has no right to it. Anyone who performs such an
injustice must be punished. Accordingly, the merciful Lord taught
a lesson to the monkeys and enabled the people of Ayodhya to
live in peace.”

Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

Why did Dharmadev and his family leave Chapaiya?

Where did they go to live?

What was Lord Ghanshyam eating, whilst sitting on the veranda of His house?

Who came down from the nearby tree and took Lord Ghanshyam’s food?

How did Lord Ghanshyam teach them a lesson?Q5
19
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There was a village called Tinva. Outside the village was a well. Everyone referred to that well as the
‘haunted well’. After sunset, no‐one was able to collect water from that well; if they did, they would flee
in fright, leaving behind their bucket and rope.

Dharmadev, Bhaktimata and the rest of the family went to stay in Tinva. They were warmly welcomed by
Prathit Pande and his wife Vachnabai, who persuaded Dharmadev to live at their home whilst they
remained in Tinva.

One day, Bhaktimata went to the haunted well at sunset to collect water not knowing that the well was
haunted. As she lowered her bucket into the well with a rope, it seemed as if someone had grabbed hold
of the bucket and was holding it up. Bhaktimata peered down into the well. To her surprise, all she could
see were innumerable ghosts grasping the bucket. Bhaktimata became extremely frightened. She left
her bucket and rope and ran back home. By the time she got home, she was completely flustered. Lord
Ghanshyam saw the state she was in and asked what had happened. When she had finished telling her
story, Lord Ghanshyam decided that it was time to put an end to this menace.

The next day, Lord Ghanshyam got ready and hurried to the haunted well. Due to the commotion that
He caused, many of the village people realised that something unusual was about to happen and
therefore, many people gathered at the edge of the well. As Lord Ghanshyam prepared to jump into the
well, the people tried to stop Him and explain the danger that He was about to face. However, Lord
Ghanshyam was unperturbed and dived into the well. The sound of someone falling into the water

5.  Grants Salvation to Ghosts 

21
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awakened all the sleeping ghosts. They extended their arms to grab hold of Lord Ghanshyam. However,
as they went to touch him, Lord Ghanshyam radiated divine light from His body. The rays of lustre
pervaded everywhere and the well became filled with a bright light. The ghosts started to burn by the
intensity of the radiance and started yelling. They begged to be relived from their distress.

Lord Ghanshyam asked, “Why have you all gathered in this well?” They replied, “Previously, some of us
were Hindus and some were Muslims. A dispute arose about who was allowed to use the water from this
well. During the conflict, we fought amongst ourselves and were killed. Consequently, we all have had
to become ghosts. Subsequently, we took the soul of anyone who fell into this well. In this way, the
number of ghosts living in this well has gradually increased. Oh Lord! We are all very miserable. You are
God. So have mercy and save us from our distress and misery.” Accepting the prayers of the ghosts, Lord
Ghanshyam took some of the water from the well in His palm and sprinkled it over the ghosts.
Immediately, they were all purified and became freed from their sins. They attained divine bodies with
which they were able to climb aboard celestial aircraft and go to the divine abode, Badrikashram. All the
villagers around the well witnessed this miraculous spectacle of the ghosts leaving the well on the aircraft,
and were astonished by the extraordinary prowess of Lord Ghanshyam. Just then, the deity of water,
Varun, came to pay homage to Lord Ghanshyam and made the water in the well rise to the top of the
well so that Lord Ghanshyam could climb out. When Lord Ghanshyam reached ground level, the villagers
grabbed hold of Him and carried Him out of the well. 

News of this miraculous event quickly spread throughout the entire village and the well was declared to
be free of fear. Soon thereafter, Dharmadev and his family returned to live in Chapaiya.
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Acharya Swamishree says, “Those who fight amongst themselves
and cause unrest amongst the community cannot be content in
this world; and after death they face misery and suffering in the
spirit world. The Lord felt mercy for the ghosts living such a dire
existence, and granted them salvation and at the same time,
alleviated the villagers from their distress.”

Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

What would happen if anyone went to the well outside Tinva after sunset?

What happened when Bhaktimata went to collect water from the well?

When Lord Ghanshyam dived into the well, what did the ghosts try to do?

What did the ghosts say to the Lord about how they had become ghosts?

How did the deity, Varun, assist the Lord so that He could climb out of the well?Q5

from their distres

o thhhheeee wwellll oooouuuuttttssssiiiiiddddeeee TTTTinvaaaa aaafte

nt ttttoooo ccccoooolllllllleeeeecccctttt wwwwwaaaattttteeeerrrrr fffffrrrroooommmm tttthe

weeeellllllll, whhaaaatttt dddddiiiiddd ttttthhhhheeee ghhoooossstttsss tr

booouuuutttt hhhhoooowwww ttthhhheeeyyy hhhhaaaadddd bbbbeeeecccooommmme 



24



One afternoon, Lord Ghanshyam and His childhood friends, Madhav, Veniram and others, went to Lake
Meen to bathe. Whilst they were swimming, they came across a fisherman who was filling up a basket
with fish that he had caught from the lake. Lord Ghanshyam became extremely saddened when He saw
all the innocent dead fish. He cast His merciful gaze on the fish. As soon as his gaze fell on the dead fish,
they became alive and leaped back into the water. Veniram and Madhav were amused to see such a
miracle but the fisherman became very angry and started chasing Lord Ghanshyam to try to hit Him. 

So that the fisherman would understand the sins he was committing by killing the fish, Lord Ghanshyam
made him see Yampuri. The fisherman saw the extremely frightening figure of Yamraj, the king of
Yampuri. Yamraj had huge, penetrating eyes, a long moustache, a long tongue and eighteen hands, in
each of which, he carried an unsheathed sword. The fisherman was terrified and started to tremble.
Yamraj’s attendants started to hit the fisherman with their maces. 

When he could not tolerate the suffering any longer, the fisherman fell down onto the ground and
grabbed hold of Lord Ghanshyam’s feet. He cried and begged to be saved from his torment. Lord
Ghanshyam took mercy on the fisherman and made Yamraj vanish. The fisherman now became convinced
that this young child was not a mere child but was indeed the supreme Lord Himself. 

The fisherman told Lord Ghanshyam about the desperate situation and hard times that he faced during
his lifetime, which compelled him to start fishing to earn a living. Lord Ghanshyam instructed him to live
in accordance with the moral and religious obligations and told him to perform manual labour to provide

6.  Makes Dead Fish Come Alive
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for his sustenance. The fisherman bowed down to Lord Ghanshyam and promised that he would not kill
again to make a living, and then he went home. In accordance with the Lord’s command, the fisherman
started to live a decent life and abide by the religious commandments. Soon thereafter, by the mercy of
Lord Ghanshyam, that man became relieved of his poverty and started to live a comfortable life.  

Acharya Swamishree says, “Lord Shree Swaminarayan has decreed
that one must never kill any being, and even minute creatures
such as lice, bugs or insects should not be harmed intentionally.
This is because ahinsa (the ideology of non‐violence) is the essence
of all scriptures and thus its violation is unethical in every respect.”

Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

What were the names of Lord Ghanshyam’s friends?

When they went to the lake, what did they see, which made Lord Ghanshyam sad?

What miracle happened, which amused the Lord’s friends, but made the fisherman very angry?

Why did the fisherman become frightened?

What did the Lord tell the fisherman to do in order to make a living?Q5
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Once, Dharmadev, Bhaktimata, Vasantibai, Chandnamasi, Rampratapbhai, Lord Ghanshyam and
Ichharambhai went on a pilgrimage. They travelled from one place to another, eventually reaching the
village of Gunda. There was a small temple in the village. A statue idol (murti) of the Lord was installed in
the temple. During the evening, everyone went to the temple for the dusk aarti ceremony. The aarti
ceremony commenced. The drums rolled, the bells rang and the cymbals were sounded. All of a sudden,
to everyone’s amazement, the idol of the Lord became alive, came down from the altar, removed the
flower garland that he had around his neck and placed it around the neck of Lord Ghanshyam.

The temple priest saw this occurrence. Dharmadev also saw it happen. In fact, everyone who had come
to the temple for the aarti ceremony witnessed the miracle. Within a short while, news of this miracle
spread throughout the entire village. Even the king came to hear about what had happened. So he invited
Dharmadev and his three sons to his royal court. The king recalled a statement in the scriptures, ‘God
does not have a shadow and has 16 signs on the soles of His feet’. He thought, ‘If Shree Ghanshyam fulfils
both of these requirements, then I will truly regard Him to be God’. When Dharmadev and his three sons
reached the royal palace, the king called them to the open forecourt so that he could see whether Lord
Ghanshyam had a shadow or not. To the king’s astonishment, Dharmadev and his other sons had shadows
behind them, but there was no shadow behind Lord Ghanshyam. One half of the king’s test had been
fulfilled. The king then asked Lord Ghanshyam to sit in front of him with His legs extended, so that he
could see the soles of the Lord’s feet. The king could not contain his delight; on the sole of Lord
Ghanshyam’s right foot there were nine marks; oordhvarekha (upright line), jav (barley), kamar (lotus),
ankush (hook), dhvaj (flag), ashtakon (octagon), vajra (spear), swastika (swastika symbol) and jambu

7.  An Idol of the Lord Comes Alive
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(berry). And on the sole of Lord Ghanshyam’s left foot there were seven marks; vyom (sky, represented
by a circle), dhanush (bow), karash (pot), matsya (fish), trikon (triangle), gopad (cow’s foot) and
ardhchandra (half moon).  The king was overjoyed that he was able to have the darshan of the supreme
God. Thereafter the king and queen presented Lord Ghanshyam with a richly embroidered headdress,
tunic and golden jewellery. They applied fragrant sandalwood paste to His forehead and performed the
aarti ceremony to Him.

Acharya Swamishree says, “At times, the Lord conceals His
divinity and behaves as any other human. However, this is just a
façade, just like an actor looks and behaves like the character he
is portraying. Sometimes however, He reveals His identity and in
this manner, allows souls to realise His greatness.”

Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

What miracle happened during the dusk aarti ceremony?

Who saw this miracle occur?

What did the king want to see in Lord Ghanshyam before he would truly regard Him to be God?

How many marks were on the sole of Lord Ghanshyam’s right foot? How many on the sole of His left foot?

What did the king and queen present to Lord Ghanshyam?Q5
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One day, Lord Ghanshyam’s father Dharmadev and elder brother Rampratap had to go away for the day
to complete some urgent business. However, the crop of barley was ready to harvest and if someone did
not take care of the fields, the birds would eat all the grain. So the responsibility of making sure that the
birds did not spoil the crop fell upon Lord Ghanshyam.

The young Lord Ghanshyam took a staff in His hand and went to the field. There, He saw many 
different types of birds perched in the field; all of the birds were happily feeding on the ripe grain. The
compassionate Lord Ghanshyam thought, ‘I cannot hurt these birds. However, other than throwing
stones at them, there is no way that they will fly away. What shall I do?’ Lord Ghanshyam showed that He
was confused. However, Lord Ghanshyam is the controller of everyone and everything. He cannot become
fazed by any situation. After a few moments, Lord Ghanshyam yelled out loudly. As soon as the sound of
Lord Ghanshyam’s shout was heard by the birds, they immediately fell into a trance. All the birds
became completely still, in the same position that they were in when they heard the sound of Lord
Ghanshyam’s voice. They did not flutter even slightly. Anyone who looked at the birds would have thought
they were dead. Lord Ghanshyam’s work had been completed. The crop was no longer in danger of being
ruined. So, He went to the nearby farm to play with His friends Madhavram Shukla, Raghuvir and others.

When Dharmadev and Rampratap reached home in the evening they decided to go to the field. They
looked around but could not see Lord Ghanshyam anywhere. In the field, they saw thousands of birds,
all who looked as if they were dead. Neither of them could understand what had happened. They
examined further. Some of the birds were in the middle of eating the grain and had become static. All of
the birds were completely still. Not a single bird was flying in the vicinity of the field. Dharmadev and

8.  Places Thousands of Birds into a Trance 
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Rampratap both started wondering about what had happened. Just then, Lord Ghanshyam returned to
the field. He yelled out again and immediately, all the birds started flapping their wings and flew away.
Dharmadev and Rampratap both were filled with joy to see such a remarkable miracle. They remembered
that Lord Ghanshyam is the supreme God.

Acharya Swamishree says, “Lord Shree Swaminarayan is the
supreme entity who controls the life and soul of everyone. By
His mere will, He instigates the creation, sustenance and
destruction of infinitely many cosmoses. All the wonders of the
universe that have taken place in the past, are presently
occurring, and will occur in the future, all occur due to the
prowess of Lord Shree Swaminarayan.”

Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

Why did Lord Ghanshyam have to look after the field?

What was growing in the field, and nearly ready to harvest?

Who did Lord Ghanshyam see, happily eating the crop?

What happened as soon as Lord Ghanshyam yelled out loudly?

What did Lord Ghanshyam then do when He returned to the field in the evening? What happened?Q5
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Early one morning, Lord Ghanshyam said to His sister‐in‐law, Suvasinibhabhi, “Bhabhi! My teeth are
hurting very much today so I will not be able to eating anything other than porridge. So will you make
Me some sweet porridge?” Suvasinibhabhi agreed and started making the food. 

Lord Ghanshyam sat down to eat with His younger brother Icharam. They both started eating the
porridge. However, Lord Ghanshyam barely ate a mouthful. He became despondent and went into the
courtyard behind the kitchen. Suvasinibhabhi became worried and went after Lord Ghanshyam. He was
sitting in a corner of the courtyard. Lord Ghanshyam said, “Bhabhi! My teeth are hurting Me a lot. Many
of them are very loose. So why don’t you look in My mouth and remove the teeth that are moving. Only
then will My pain be eased.” Saying this, Lord Ghanshyam opened His mouth.

This was truly a divine episode that Lord Ghanshyam was showing in His childhood to reveal His supremacy
to everyone. Lord Ghanshyam made it appear that all His teeth were loose. Suvasinibhabhi examined
each tooth one by one and pulled them out. Eventually, Suvasinibhabhi realised what she had done and
became startled to see Lord Ghanshyam’s mouth, with not even a single tooth. Just then, Lord
Ghanshyam’s mother, Bhaktimata called out so Suvasinibhabhi went and told her what had happened.
She explained, “Ghanshyam said that His teeth were hurting so I should take out the loose teeth. 
But one by one, all His teeth have been pulled out. How will He eat now?”

Bhaktimata looked towards Lord Ghanshyam. All His teeth were in a pile beside Him. Seeing this,
Bhaktimata also started to worry. She said to Lord Ghanshyam, “Open Your mouth and let me see.” 

9.  New Set of Teeth
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Lord Ghanshyam opened His mouth. To the astonishment of Bhaktimata and Suvasinibhabhi, a new set
of teeth had appeared in His mouth. Lord Ghanshyam grabbed hold of His old teeth from the floor and
held them in His fist. He then raised His fist into the air and opened His hand. Instead of teeth, they had
transformed into beautiful pearls. Swans from Lake Man flew down from the sky and took one pearl each
with their beaks before flying off again. 

Seeing this divine episode reminded Bhaktimata and Suvasinibhabhi that Lord Ghanshyam is actually the
supreme God. Immediately, they both bowed down to the merciful Lord. How fortunate were Lord
Ghanshyam’s mother, father and sister‐in‐law for being able to live with the supreme Lord Shree
Ghanshyam Maharaj? How fortunate were the swans of Lake Man for being able to feed from the divine
hands of Lord Shree Ghanshyam Maharaj?
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Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

Why was Lord Ghanshyam not able to eat?

What did Lord Ghanshyam ask Suvasinibhabhi to make for Him?

When Bhaktimata and Suvasinibhabhi looked into Lord Ghanshyam’s mouth, what miracle did they see?

What did the teeth transform into when Lord Ghanshyam held them in His hand?

Who took the teeth?

Acharya Swamishree says, “The supreme Lord Shree Swaminarayan
is extremely competent, extremely lustrous and infinitely great.
When He appears upon the Earth, He conceals His supremacy and
assumes a form that can be visualised by humans, in order that
they can serve and offer worship etc. to Him. He performs
wondrous deeds to bring delight to disciples. If a person
recognises Him to be the supreme entity, there remains nothing
more for that individual to know.”

Q5
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With each day, the divine childhood episodes performed by Lord Ghanshyam became more and more
wondrous. Sometimes, He and His friends would go to a neighbours home and feast on the yogurt, milk,
butter or anything else that they could find, without anyone else knowing.

One day, Laxmibai, who was the mother of Lord Ghanshyam’s friend, Veniram, saw them. However, the
group of scoundrels fled away before she could catch them. So Laxmibai went to Bhaktimata and started
complaining, “Lord Ghanshyam came into my house and has eaten the butter and other articles from my
larder.” Bhaktimata knew exactly what Laxmibai was saying because the same had happened in her house
as well. However, Bhaktimata had seen Veniram in her larder again as she went to catch him, he ran away
before Bhaktimata could catch him. 

So she too started complaining to Laxmibai, “It is not my Ghanshyam who is the thief; your Veniram is
the thief. You are just trying to put the blame onto my Ghanshyam. You are being dishonest by punishing
my innocent child. Your story is completely false. If it is true that my Ghanshyam is stealing the food, then
take this rope and tie Him up when He next enters your home. Call me so that I can see with my own
eyes. Only then will I believe what you say to be the truth.”

So Laxmibai vigilantly looked out for Lord Ghanshyam and his friends, after a few days, the group of
young friends decided to go to Laxmibai’s house for a feast. At that time, Laxmibai was in the courtyard,
separating the grains of wheat from the chaff. She heard a noise coming from the direction of her pantry
so she got up and went to investigate. In her kitchen, she saw Veniram, Madhav and other friends 

10.  Reveals His Prowess to Laxmibai
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eating butter. When the children saw Laxmibai, they immediately ran away. However, Laxmibai ran and
managed to grab hold of Lord Ghanshyam. The Lord’s hands and mouth were covered in butter, and the
butter pot was completely empty.

Laxmibai said to Lord Ghanshyam, “Today I shall prove to your mother that you have been eating from
my pantry.” She took the rope that Bhakitmata had given her and tied Lord Ghanshyam to a pillar in the
house. She started shouting, “Bhaktimata, Bhaktimata! Come and see who I have tied up.” Hearing
Laxmibai shout, all the other neighbours also came to her house. Laxmibai said to everyone, “Look! I
have caught Ghanshyam red‐handed eating my butter.” Bhaktimata and all the other neighbours started
laughing because just then, Lord Ghanshyam walked into the house from outside. When Laxmibai looked
at who she had tied up, she saw that it was not Lord Ghanshyam at all and instead, it was her own son,
Veniram. Tears started to fall from her eyes. Laxmibai became embarrassed. She knew for a fact that she
had tied up Lord Ghanshyam. So how did Veniram get there? She realised that this must have been due
to Lord Ghanshyam’s miraculous powers. Furthermore, when she looked at her pantry, it was completely
full of food.

Laxmibai looked at Lord Ghanshyam and realised that He was the supreme Lord God. She fell down at
Lord Ghanshyam’s lotus feet and prayed to Him for forgiveness. 
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Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

When Lord Ghanshyam and His friends went to a neighbour’s house, what did they like to feast on?

What did Laxmibai complain about to Bhaktimata?

What did Bhaktimata give to Laxmibai? What did she tell her to do with it?

Why did Laxmibai tie Lord Ghanshyam to a pillar?

When Bhaktimata came to investigate, what did she see?

Acharya Swamishree says, “The people of Chapaiya were
fortunate to live amongst the supreme Lord when He manifested
upon the Earth. Even though they witnessed Lord Ghanshyam
perform extraordinary feats, they sometimes forgot His identity
and assumed that He was just like any other child. He is the cause
of all, the incarnator of all incarnations and the Lord of
Akshardham; there is no other who is greater than Him.”

Q5

 of all incarnat

s wwwweeeennntttt ttttoooo aaaa nnnneeeeeiiiiiggggghhhhhbbbbbooooouuuurrrr’sss hhhhou

Bhhhaaaakkkktimaaaattttaaaaa????

i? WWWWhhhhaaaatttt ddddiiiidddd sssshhheeee tttteeeelllllll hhhheeeerrr tttoooo d

o ooooottttthhhhheeeerrrrrr wwwwwwhhhhhoooo iiiiisssss ggggr



There were many fruit trees in Dharmadev’s garden. Lord Ghanshyam and Rampratapji would carefully
tend to the trees so that when the season arrived, lots of sweet fruits would grow on the trees.

One night, two thieves made a hole in one of the garden walls and entered the grounds. They decided to
steal all the fruit to sell in the market on the following day and make lots of money. The thought of
amassing so much money made them extremely pleased. However, just as they went to grab the fruits from
the tree, both their hands became stuck to the tree. They tried to free themselves with all their might, but
they were not able to do so. Whatever they tried to do, they could still not become free from the tree. 

It was not long before sunrise when everybody would see them, so they both tried harder to free
themselves, but the two thieves remained stuck to the fruit tree. They watched Dharmadev come out of
his house and start brushing his teeth in the garden. A short while later, Lord Ghanshyam and Rampratap
also came out into the garden. Now, the thieves lost all hope of escaping unseen. Within their minds,
they started to pray, ‘Oh Lord! Save us from this situation. From now, we will never again steal anything.’

Rampratap spotted the thieves and ran up to them with a baton to beat them. However, Lord Ghanshyam
stopped him from hurting them. Together with Dharmadev, they went to the fruit tree. The thieves were
begging for forgiveness. They cried, “Oh Dharmadev! We are completely at fault. We have committed a
great sin. We came to steal your fruits but our hands have become stuck to the tree. Free us from it. On
our own, we have not managed to become free from it. Forgive is for our doings because we will never
steal anything again.”

11.  Teaches a Lesson to Thieves 
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Hearing their sincere, heartfelt prayers, the merciful Lord Ghanshyam felt pity for them. He looked at
their hands. As soon as the Lord’s divine gaze fell upon the hands, they became unstuck. Both thieves
climbed down from the tree and fell down at Lord Ghanshyam’s lotus feet and apologised. Hearing the
apology, Lord Ghanshyam gave them a melon each and instructed them never to steal anything again.
Having taken an oath that they will not steal ever again, they were allowed to go.    

Acharya Swamishree says, “Even though the thieves had committed
a sin, they had sincerity in their pleadings for forgiveness, so Lord
Ghanshyam did not allow them to be hurt. By God’s mercy, 
their  sins were washed away. Within the Satsang, if anyone has
progressed, it is due to the services that he has offered to God;
if anyone has deteriorated, it is because of his betrayal of God.”

Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

How did the thieves enter Dharmadev’s garden?

What happened when they tried to steal the fruit?

Who ran with a baton to hit the thieves? Who stopped him?

What promise did the thieves make to Lord Ghanshyam?

What did Lord Ghanshyam give to the thieves?Q5
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It was the start of the New Year. Lord Ghanshyam’s father Dharmadev had prepared a magnificent array
of food to offer to the Murti of the Lord that was installed in the shrine of his home in Chapaiya. Some of
the villagers had gathered in front of the shrine to celebrate the festivities with them. Many different
types of sweet dishes, vegetables prepared in different ways, fruits and flowers had been exquisitely
displayed in front of the Lord’s shrine. Fresh water was presented to the Lord in a silver cup and a mixture
of seeds and betel‐nuts, wrapped in paan leaves, was also offered. Dharmadev then lit a wick and
performed the aarti ceremony. As he performed the aarti, the traditional musical instruments, cymbals
and drums were played; the sound reverberated everywhere. The sweetly melodious ringing sound made
by the small bell in Dharmadev’s hand, and the sound of the words of the aarti being sung, filled the air
with auspiciousness.

Everyone’s mind was focussed on the Murti of the Lord. Just then, something miraculous happened. 
They all saw young Lord Ghanshyam Maharaj sitting beside the Murti in the shrine, eating the different
foods that had been offered. When they looked towards Dharmadev, they also saw Lord Ghanshyam
standing beside him. Lord Ghanshyam had appeared in two forms! It was apparent to everyone, ‘This
Ghanshyam is the supreme Lord Himself.’ Dharmadev realised that Lord Ghanshyam had shown a miracle.
He had witnessed the divinity of his son many times before and knew that He was God. 

As soon as the aarti ceremony concluded, Lord Ghanshyam stopped showing two forms. Dharmadev
took some of the consecrated food and gave it to Lord Ghanshyam to eat. Lord Ghanshyam ate some of
the food and then distributed the rest to all the villagers who had come to celebrate the festivities with

12.  He Appears in Two Forms
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them. They were all extremely delighted to have received the consecrated food from the hands of Lord
Ghanshyam, the supreme Lord God. They felt truly privileged to have been given that opportunity. In this
manner, Lord Ghanshyam spread His divine, unsurpassed bliss everywhere.

Acharya Swamishree says, “On many occasions, Lord Shree
Swaminarayan revealed Himself in multiple forms to fulfil the
spiritual desires of disciples. He would give darshan in numerous
villages at the same time and in this manner, He demonstrated
His omnipresence. In the same manner, He presides in Akshardham
and simultaneously presides upon the Earth in the form of His
idols and His Satpurushs.”

Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

Which festival was being celebrated?

What kind of display had been placed before the Lord’s shrine?

When the aarti ceremony was being performed, what did everyone witness?

What did Dharmadev realise when he saw the miracle?

What did Lord Ghanshyam do with all the food?Q5
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During the Chaitra month, a communal fair was held in the city of Ayodhya, to celebrate the Ramnavmi
festival. Lord Ghanshyam’s father, Dharmadev took the entire family to Ayodhya. However, they needed
to cross the River Saryu to reach the city and because of the festivities, a large number of people were
trying to cross the river at the same time. The river was quite wide and its water was very deep. The only
way to cross it was by boat. However, there was only one boat, which shuttled between the two banks,
carrying passengers from one side to the other.  Lord Ghanshyam said to the boatman, “Can’t you bring
out another boat for us?” The boatman replied, “I do have another boat, but it would cost twice the
amount of money if I let You use that one.” Lord Ghanshyam protested, “No! You are being unreasonable
by asking for twice the amount of money. You must charge only the going rate!” The boatman refused.
So, Lord Ghanshyam said to Dharmadev and the rest of His family, “Come with Me!” Saying this, He went
to the edge of the river where there was a large slab of rock protruding into the water. 

Lord Ghanshyam asked everyone to sit on the rock. He then commanded the rock, “Take Us to the other
side of the river.” The rock immediately came alive. It was as if the rock had been eagerly awaiting the
divine touch of the Lord’s feet for countless years. To everyone’s astonishment, the rock started floating
on the water. An incident is described in the scriptures that Ramchandraji once made a rock float on
water. Everyone had heard about that episode, but they had never witnessed something like that
happening with their own eyes. Today, they were seeing just that. The boatman and all the people
standing on the river bank saw the rock floating on the water. They could not believe this extraordinary
phenomenon. Everyone realised that this was a miracle, performed by Lord Ghanshyam; they became
convinced that He is the almighty Lord God Himself. In only a short time, the rock reached the opposite

13.  Crosses a River Seated on a Floating Rock
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bank. As soon as everyone had got off the rock and stepped onto the ground, the rock vanished. The rock
had attained the salvation that it was eagerly waiting for. Overcome with joy to witness such a wondrous
miracle, everyone bowed down to Lord Ghanshyam.

Acharya Swamishree says, “The creator of the entire cosmos is the
supreme Lord Shree Swaminarayan. He has coordinated the earth
perfectly. It remains still because He has kept it in this manner,
and it begins to tremble if He wants it to quake. He has kept the
galaxy of stars floating high above without any support, and He
causes the clouds to shower. What wonder is there in this Almighty
Lord being able to make a rock float? Everything is in His hands.”

Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

Why did Dharmadev want to go to Ayodhya?

What prevented them from reaching Ayodhya?

What did Lord Ghanshyam ask the boatman to do?

Why did Lord Ghanshyam become angry with the boatman?

On what did Lord Ghanshyam tell His family to sit on, in order to cross the river?Q5
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Beside Dharmadev’s home in the city of Ayodhya, there was a large open ground surrounded by tamarind
trees. On one occasion, the entire townsfolk old and young, from all statures of society had gathered
together to watch a wrestling match in the open ground; even Ayodhya’s King Darshanshi was present.
Many were sitting on chairs; and others were standing, trying to catch a glimpse of the proceedings. 

Ayodhya’s most skilled wrestlers, Mansang, Dilhisang and Bhimsang were at the centre of the wrestling
ring. All three wrestlers were showing off their might to everyone. Bhimsang was an extremely well built
man with enormous muscles and was very strong. He stood at the centre of the wrestling ring whilst a
metal chain, weighing 480 kg was tied to his leg. Then, he arrogantly challenged the audience to pull the
chain and dislodge him. Over fifty people stood up and pulled the chain together with all their might. 
Still, Bhimsang’s leg did not budge even slightly. The arrogant Bhimsang started to say, “Just look at my
strength! Is there anyone in the world who can match my might? If there is, they are welcome to 
challenge me.”

In order to remove the conceit of the wrestlers and demonstrate to everyone that it is wrong to have
any kind of arrogance, the young Lord Ghanshyam entered the wrestling ring. Bhimsang was amused by
the young Lord entering the ring and not knowing who he was challenging, he further continued showing
off his arrogance. The Lord took the chain in His hands and gave it a slight tug. Immediately, Bhimsang
was thrown in the air outside the wrestling ring. His head crashed onto the trunk of a nearby tree and as
he fell to the floor, the sand on the ground was thrown into the air and fell back into his open mouth.
Blood started to pour from the wounds on his head and he suffered severe sprains in his legs.

14.  The Ego of the Arrogant Wrestlers is Deflated
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Even though he had become so badly hurt, his ego had not been maimed in any manner. He roared loudly
to the crowd, “That is no great feat. I can easily throw Ghanshyam in the same way that He did to me. Tie
a chain to His leg.” Immediately, Dilhisang fastened a chain to Lord Ghanshyam’s leg. Bhimsang went to
the Lord and tugged at the chain. However, Lord Ghanshyam remained firm. Again, with all his might,
Bhimsang pulled at the chain. Still, nothing happened to the Lord. Bhimsang pulled so hard that his hands
became sore and chafed. The strain that he was imposing on his body could be seen by all. Dilhisang and
Mansang joined Bhimsang. All three strong wrestlers joined forces to pull the chain with all their might.
However, the chain broke and all three were thrown onto the ground with an almighty crash. They
collided with the ground with so much force, several bones were broken in all three of them; none were
able to stand. On the other hand, Lord Ghanshyam remained standing, unperturbed by everything that
had gone on. 

The crowds were in hysterics and started to jeer at the three wrestlers. King Darshanshi stood up and
placed the garland of victory around the neck of young Lord Ghanshyam. The wrestlers realised their
fault and begged for Lord Ghanshyam’s forgiveness. 

Their ego had been deflated. The King invited Lord Ghanshyam to his palace and offered lavish gifts to
Him. The entire region came to know about the divine might of the almighty Lord Ghanshyam – the
supreme Lord Shree Swaminarayan.
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Acharya Swamishree says, “Arrogance is a trait that the Lord
abhors. Jeevanpran Swamibapa has versed, ‘The Lord does not
like arrogance; He does not like conceitedness. Anyone who has
become arrogant has ultimately faced defeat, because The Lord
detests any manner of arrogance’. You must discard all egos and
remain humble before everyone. Your words, actions and deeds
must be with humility and respect for others. That is the
characteristic that pleases the Lord.”

Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

Why had everyone gathered in the village square?

What was tied to Bhimsang’s leg? What did he ask all the people to do with it?

Why did Lord Ghanshyam not like what Bhimsang was saying?

What did Lord Ghanshyam do to teach Bhimsang a lesson?

How did Bhimsang, Dilhisang and Mansang try to take their revenge? What happened?Q5
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One day, a blind Brahmin called Vraj‐vihari was giving a sermon in the temple of Vidya‐kund where he was
the head priest. He was very learned and was able to recite the entire Ramayan and Mahabharat scriptures
by heart. That day, he was eloquently narrating a passage from the Ramayan in which Lord Ramchandraji
obeyed the command of his father and left home to endure 14 years of living in the forests. Hearing about
this episode, Lord Ghanshyam made a resolution to also leave home and live in the forests in order to
perform austerities. The thought of going into the forests arising in His mind made Lord Ghanshyam
interrupt Brahmin Vraj‐vihari’s sermon because He was eager to find out more about this episode in the
life story of Ramchandraji and ask questions related to performing austerities. 

However, the Brahmin was not willing to answer. He simply said, “If people continue to interrupt the
sermon, there will remain no kind of order amongst the congregation.” In this manner, he refused to
answer Lord Ghanshyam’s questions. Lord Ghanshyam became disillusioned and went outside. He sat on
the temple steps and stared into the distance.

Seeing this, some of the other worshippers said to the Brahmin, “Young Ghanshyam is a very powerful
child. Do not upset Him. Go to Him and ask for His blessings.” Brahmin Vraj‐vihari listened to what the
worshippers were saying to him and went outside to where Lord Ghanshyam was sitting. He apologised
to Lord Ghanshyam and begged, “You are the almighty Lord Himself. Have mercy and remove this misery
from me. Allow me to see again. Oh Lord, make this blind man able to see. I will forever worship You,
give sermons singing Your glory and perform adoration to You. Have mercy and grant me this much
happiness. Oh Lord, grant me this much grace.”

15.  A Blind Preacher is Granted Vision
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Lord Ghanshyam said, “Dear Brahmin! Look at Me!” As He said these words, the Brahmin’s sight was
immediately restored. The Brahmin stared at Lord Ghanshyam’s divine, lotus face. Tears of joy rolled from
his eyes and fell down at the Lord’s lotus feet. He could not contain his delight. The Lord had shown
mercy on him and allowed him to see again.

Acharya Swamishree says, “Having the acumen to know what is
right and what is wrong, and appreciating the glory of God and
His Satpurushs is the true knowledge that must be learnt and
assimilated within you. That knowledge is your true sense of
sight. If you do not possess this wisdom, you may be physically
able to see, but in reality, you are totally blind.”

Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

Which story was the preacher talking about?

What did Lord Ghanshyam decide to do when He heard the story?

Why did Lord Ghanshyam go outside the temple and sit on the steps?

What did the worshippers tell the preacher to do?

When the preacher looked at Lord Ghanshyam, what happened?Q5
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Once, the King of Kashi, the holy city that is renowned for being a gathering place for scholars, held a
magnificent festival. Eminent scholars from all regions had been invited to the festival. At the end of the
festival, the learned Brahmins sat together to debate various complex issues. Amongst the group of
scholars present, there were advocates of all the different philosophies of Hinduism, such as Adwait and
Dwait. The followers of the Adwait philosophy maintained that the only true reality is Brahm and
everything else is false. The adherents to the Dwait philosophy argued that Brahm, the soul and the world
are all true. 

For a long time, the scholars advocating both philosophies debated intensely amongst themselves.
Eventually, a wise Brahmin went up to the King and pleaded, “If this debate continues in the same manner
for any longer, some kind of unrest will erupt. The only way to resolve the matter is to appoint a neutral
Brahmin who everyone will respect to adjudicate for both parties. This would be the only way to attain a
resolution in this debate.”

The King appointed Dharmadev as the arbitrator and requested all the Brahmins to accept whatever
Dharmadev decided. Everyone agreed.

At that time, Lord Ghanshyam said to Dharmadev and the King, “If you allow Me, I will bring a resolution
to this debate.” Both agreed to Lord Ghanshyam’s request. Lord Ghanshyam then started to recite
references from the authenticated and universally accepted Shruti scriptures. He gave equal prominence
to the two paths of attaining God; the path through devotion and the path through spiritual knowledge.

16.  His Prowess at a Convention of Scholars
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Lord Ghanshyam explained the ways in which these two paths of worshipping God, explained by the two
great spiritual teachers, Shankar‐acharya and Ramanuj‐acharya, are similar and in which manner they
differ. Furthermore, He elucidated the fact that beyond both the Adwait and Dwait philosophies, there
exists the Vishishtadwait philosophy.

In this manner, Lord Ghanshyam established His supreme Vishishadwait philosophy upon the Earth.

Overwhelmed by hearing such an eloquent oration from the young Lord Ghanshyam, all the scholars
present became delighted and started to praise Him. They were wonderstruck by Lord Ghanshyam’s 
great understanding and the manner that He was able to explain such complex theology with 
such eloquence. 

The King became pleased with the Lord and in His honour, held a grand procession through the streets
of Kashi during which Lord Ghanshyam and Dharmadev were seated on an elephant; and lavish gifts and
honours were offered to the Lord.
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Acharya Swamishree says, “At this great conference of India’s
elite scholars, Lord Ghanshyam revealed His prowess in elucidating
complex philosophical issues. He established His eternal philosophy
and in this manner, He fulfilled one of His motives for manifesting
on the Earth; to establish the true religion.”

Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

What is Kashi renowned for?

What did the wise Brahmin ask the king to do?

What are the 2 paths for attaining God that Lord Ghanshyam advocated?

What is the name of Lord Ghanshyam’s philosophy?

How did the king honour Lord Ghanshyam?Q5
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Chapaiya is a small, delightfully enchanting village in Northern India. Tall pipal trees grew on the 
outskirts of the village. On many occasions, Lord Ghanshyam would sit on the branches of a particular
pipal tree, staring into the Southerly direction for long periods of time. The Lord’s childhood friends,
Veniram, Madhav and Pragji were not able to understand what He was doing or why He remained sitting
in that manner. 

One day, Lord Ghanshyam went out to play with His young friends. Eventually, they reached the outskirts
where the pipal tree stood. They started to play hide and seek around it. However, Lord Ghanshyam did
not want to play. Instead, He climbed onto the branches and sat at the top of the tree, staring into the
Southerly direction. This time, Veniram could not refrain from enquiring. He asked Lord Ghanshyam, “Why
are You sitting like this, staring towards the South? What is in this direction? Tell us what You are gazing
towards!” Lord Ghanshyam replied, “Thousands of miles away from our village, in the Southerly direction,
there is a region called Gujarat. Numerous devout people live in that region, all of whom are striving to
meet God. To Me, it seems that they are calling out to Me, beseeching Me to go there. One day, I will go
there. I want to go on a pilgrimage of the whole of India. I want to roam amongst the peaks of the
Himalayas and visit all the pilgrimage sites and holy places. But eventually, I want to go to Gujarat and
live there. Those disciples of God are calling out to Me. I will fulfil their wishes.”

Veniram could not understand too much of what Lord Ghanshyam was saying but he had seen many
miraculous deeds performed by the Lord and knew that this was no ordinary child. So Veniram said,
“Ghanshyam! If You want to go there, that is fine, but do not forget to keep us with You. Do not forget us!”

17.  The Lord Deliberates
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By now, it was nearly the time of sunset and so all the young friends started to walk back to their homes.
That day, Lord Ghanshyam became adamant that soon, He would leave home and embark on a great
forest expedition.

Acharya Swamishree says, “The Lord’s mercy is such that He seeks
out His true, sincere disciples and ensures that their spiritual
desires are fulfilled. Even if you cannot go to the Lord, if you are
virtuous and faithfully performing devotion to the Lord, He will
come to you, wherever you are in the world in order to bestow
His blessings and eternal salvation.”

Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

What did Lord Ghanshyam do when He would sit on the high branch of the pipal tree?

What are the names of Lord Ghanshyam’s friends?

When Lord Ghanshyam’s friend asked what He was doing whilst sitting on the tree, how did He reply?

Where did Lord Ghanshyam say He wanted to go to live?

What did the friends ask of Lord Ghanshyam?Q5
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