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Short Sentences for ‘Completing the Blanks’ and ‘True or False’

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Whatever can be achieved by Lord Shree Swaminarayan is also
achievable by His Muktas.

The kinds of inclination that cause one to be hostile or become
attached should be discarded.

By contemplating again and again about thoughts and volitions,
they become embedded within one’s mind.

Lust is conquered through having a true understanding about the
glory of Lord Shree Swaminarayan and a realisation about the
nature of the soul.

A person may talk about the omniscience and all-pervading
nature of God, but if he does not maintain respect for Him, those
words are merely superficial for showing off to others.
True spiritual knowledge is understanding Lord Shree
Swaminarayan to be omniscient and so having proper decorum
for Him at all times.

Lord Shree Swaminarayan and His Muktas are the cause (Karan)
of all.

Someone in the period of endeavouring will experience bliss from
a particular Mukta; consequently, the person will consider that
Mukta to be his guru.

Even a sinful person will have some good qualities within him.
That is the quality that one should see in him.

10. By associating with eminent Muktas, one learns about the
knowledge of God.
11. One’s lifespan is diminished through irreligious pursuits.

12. One must never try to seek spiritual references to substantiate
the words of eminent Muktas.
13. Through gaining spiritual knowledge, if the bliss of Shreejimaharaj
is recognised, the entire world will seem insignificant.
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14. If someone is affected by unfortunate times and circumstances,
it should be understood that his soul is unsteady.
15. The sacred place of pilgrimage (Naimisharanya region) is
wherever the eminent Muktas preside.

16. Only those who develop humility and subservience within the
Satsang can ascend its steps.

17. Listening to religious discourses (Shravan) is the greatest
amongst the nine aspects of devotion.
18. Except for the Murti of Lord Shree Swaminarayan, everything else
attaches you to the mortal world.
19. Having affection for anything other than the Murti of Lord Shree
Swaminarayan constitutes a form of illness within you.
20. Having the ability to recognise your own faults is itself due to the
glory and grace of Lord Shree Swaminarayan.
21. A person who has truly recognised Lord Shree Swaminarayan
never becomes attracted to anyone else.

22. When soul has a realisation about Lord Shree Swaminarayan, it
is referred to as spiritual knowledge born of experience.
23. The inert form of Maya (mortal world) is wealth. The active form
of Maya is carnal desires.

24. The amount of one’s sleep and food can be increased as per your
own wish. It can also be reduced if you strive to do so.

25. By becoming completely submerged within the Murti, one
becomes unaffected by the three types of life’s miseries (tri-vidhi tap).

26. Maintaining control over your senses and their organs is like
spending your life in a forest.
27. If one performs worship to the idol forms of God having realised
their true glory, absolute salvation can be attained within their very
same lifetime.
28. The merits of an angry person are transferred to the individual
who remains calm, composed and forgiving.

29. The faults caused by associating with inauspicious people,
supress the merits of one’s own good deeds.
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30. Praise is akin to a snake and arrogance is the manifestation of all
your previous sins.
31. The ultimate fruit of all your spiritual deeds is the Murti.
32. Festivities attract new disciples.

33. Just as water collects in sunken ground, through humility one
accumulates virtues and the Murti.
34. The association with an eminent Mukta is like a great Mantra.

35. A person is hostile and hurls abuse; a disciple regards him to be
merciful.

36. The person who has instilled the Murti of Shreejimaharaj within
his heart does not perceive faults in anyone else.
37. Attaining the Murti of Lord Shree Swaminarayan is a very subtle
process.

38. If you develop the kind of mentality through which you regard
eminent Muktas to be faultless, you too will become free of
all faults.
39. Maligning Lord Shree Swaminarayan and His Anadi-muktas is as
sinful as being sacrilegious at a site of pilgrimage. Such sins
become so firmly embedded that the person never becomes freed
from that sin.

40. Festivities are first and foremost for the benefit of all kinds of
disciples who are seeking salvation.
41. Even the great, eminent Akshar categories pray to the disciples
of Shreejimaharaj.
42. The extent of flaws that you perceive to exist within the Faith
reflect the amount of atheism within you.

43. Lord Shree Swaminarayan and His Muktas forever exist with two
arms (dwi-bhuj), are divine and have a distinct form.
44. The static and movable aspects of the mortal world are all akin to
poison.
45. Kushalkunvarbai was the queen of Dharampur.

46. Meghjibhai had a wish to visit the 68 great sites of pilgrimage.
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47. Disciple Mancho was formerly from the Margi cult.

48. Mataji was previously the consort of the king of Udepur, which is
situated in the Marvad region.
49. Ladhibai from the Kutch-Bhuj region was able to fall into a trance
at her own will.

50. If there is a true eagerness in both the listener and the preacher,
the fruits in the form of the Murti is attained.
51. Shreejimaharaj becomes extremely pleased to see the virtue of
humility.

52. Just as the night envelopes the day, you must supress the mortal
world into the lustre of Shreejimaharaj and visualise His Murti.

53. Recognise that your true clan comprises of all the disciples of
Lord Shree Swaminarayan who adhere to the five sacred vows.
54. The Anadi-mukta status is greater than that of the Param-ekantikmuktas.

55. In contrast to Lord Shree Swaminarayan, everyone including the
categories of Mul-akshar etc. possess abilities through other
entities.
56. The prowess that exists in the cause (Karan) is always greater
than is present in its action (Karya).

57. The incarnations Ram, Krishna etc. are the manifestations of Lord
Shree Swaminarayan’s indirect (anvay) form.

58. Muktas are the incarnations of Lord Shree Swaminarayan’s direct
form.
59. The body and the universe exist in the same shape.

60. By associating with eminent Muktas, one attains accomplishment
of both the Sankhya and Yog scriptures.
61. The scriptures of the previous incarnations are like weeds, those
of the manifest God are like grain and the Vachanamrut is like an
already prepared meal.
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Questions and Answers - Part 1

Q1 Explain the distinction between the Cause (Karan) and the result
(Karya).
A1 Purna Purushottam Lord Shree Swaminarayan and His Anadimuktas are both the Cause, whilst temples, acharyas, sadhus,
celibates (brahmacharis) and disciples are all results. True bliss,
peace and joy exist within the Cause whereas temporary
happiness remains with the results. A true aspirant of eternal
salvation should sever attachment from the results and enjoin
himself with the Cause, i.e. unite with Lord Shree Swaminarayan
and His Anadi-muktas.
Q2 What is the reason that sometimes, souls who have amassed
virtues from previous births still cannot recognise the Satsang?
A2 Due to the adverse influence of evil associations, their virtuous
deeds from previous births remain suppressed. For that reason,
they cannot develop a conviction about the Karan Satsang. When
such souls encounter a true Satpurush and abide in accordance
with the disciplines of the Faith, the merits amassed during their
previous births surface. Consequently, these souls who are truly
aspiring to attain betterment become firmly attracted to the Karan
Satsan and very quickly, their spiritual deeds are rewarded with
eternal salvation.

Q3 What did Dada Khachar request as a wedding gift? And on what
condition did Lord Shree Swaminarayan agree to fulfil that
request?
A3 On the occasion of his wedding, Dada Khachar requested,
“Having become pleased, You are asking me to ask for
something. Oh Lord! It is my wish that when it is the final moments
of a disciple’s life, may You appear before them, pardon all their
faults, and take them to Your abode.” Lord Shree Swaminarayan
agreed, “Oh greatest of My disciples! I grant you that promise. I
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will forgive the millions of faults that exist in them and will take
them to My abode, but I will not pardon anyone who is malicious
towards My disciple.” Therefore, one must never malign a disciple
of God.

Q4 It is said that one encounters treasures (siddhis) along the path
when going to the abode. What is meant by these?
A4 From the time that a person has accepted the initiation (vartman)
and started worshipping, he has commenced his journey along
the path. Praise, prominence, prosperity, prowess, fame are the
treasures that come to him. If the person does not give
consideration to them and does not concern himself about them,
the treasures do not cause any manner of hindrance to him. For
the desiring disciple, these treasures manifest themselves and
cause obstructions.

Q5 How should one understand the disappearance of an eminent
Satpurush from this mortal world?
A5 When an eminent Satpurush departs from this world, meaning
they end their human appearance, one should think that he was
the ultimate place for going to, but by the will of Maharaj, this
opportunity no longer exists. Satpurushs never assume a body,
nor do they leave it. They never come or go. They are forever
amongst the Faith. They are independent entities. It is not that
they do not exist in any particular place. You should seek solace
in this manner. You should remember and read about the talks
that they have given, and consider that they are present before
you and delivering the discourse. Together with the Lord, you
should instil them within your heart and remain contented.
However, one must not lament like worldly souls do. Satpurushs
are related to the soul, so you should develop a rapport between
your soul and them. Water can be obtained by digging into the
ground. Similarly, by looking into yourself and becoming
accomplished, they will always be encountered and impart bliss.
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Q6 Explain the three types of charitable donations.
A6 A gruhastha disciple giving a tenth or twentieth of his earnings for
the benefit of the Faith is the lowest kind of charitable donation.
Giving up a month or two months in each year to associate with
an eminent Satpurush is the middle kind of donation. And
concentrating one’s senses, antahkarans and soul to the Murti of
Lord Shree Swaminarayan and becoming enjoined with His Murti
constitutes the highest kind of donation. Gruhastha disciples
should perform all three kinds of charitable donations, but it should
not be misconstrued that a person who remains associated with the
Satpurush is not required to give the monetary donation. Even
those who perform meditation and can visualise the Murti must
give the tenth or twentieth part of their earnings to God.

Q7 God and Muktas are divine, so why would they consume worldly
foods?
A7 If a disciple offers the worldly articles with true faith and
dedication, the Lord and Muktas see the sincere sentiment behind
that offering and transform them into being divine, and then
accept them. So that the spiritual enthusiasm of the disciple is
strengthened, the Lord, due to His prowess, does not allow the
food to diminish and in reward for that offering, He gives the bliss
of His own Murti. Therefore, you should remain certain that the
Lord Himself and His Muktas are presiding before you, and with
love and sincerity, offer to Him, the kinds of foods that you have
a partiality for.

Q8 Explain the qualities of a listener and a preacher.
A8 A listener who does not have trust or faith in the words of a
spiritual discourse that is being held, should be regarded as being
impotent. He will not experience contentment through that
discourse. Someone who does have trust and faith, and who does
not doubt the words of the discourse is the best kind of listener.
Such an individual experiences contentment through that
discourse. A preacher who does not have a connection with God,
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i.e. the Murti of Lord Shree Swaminarayan, should be regarded
as being impotent. A preacher who has a direct rapport with the
Murti is the best category of preacher. If the best kind of listener
and preacher connect with one another, the ultimate fruit, in the
form of the Murti of God is yielded. No kinds of fruit are attained
from the impotent kinds of listener or preacher. Therefore, those
who sincerely seek salvation should develop the qualities of the
elite listener, and seek out the association with the greatest
preacher, i.e. the Satpurush who has a direct association with
Lord Shree Swaminarayan and explains His supremacy.

Q9 When associating with Sants, you may not be able to understand
their words properly, or remember what they are saying. Is it still
beneficial to remain listening to them or not?
A9 If torrential rain has fallen on a field; the farmer subsequently
ploughs the soil and plants grain into it; even if there is no
subsequent rainfall, the grain will grow to yield a crop. Another
example: In the Bhal region of India, where there is always an
abundant harvest of wheat, the buffalos working in the fields
swallow whole grain. Even though the intact grain is excreted in
their faeces, the buffalos do attain some nourishment from them.
Similarly, a person may not be able to understand the discourses
of the eminent Satpurush but their words will remain within his
soul and be of benefit to him. Those words provide protection
during adverse times and situations. If those discourses are
recalled during one’s final moments, they become extremely
beneficial. Therefore, regardless of whether a person can
understand them or not, whilst the eminent Satpurushs are
presiding upon the Earth in a human form, he should take the
opportunity of associating with them and listening to their
discourses.

Q10 The eternal (Karan) body is the superficial representation of the
soul and remains firmly fused with it. How can one become
segregated from it?
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A10 Through the spiritual knowledge and meditation of Lord Shree
Swaminarayan, the eternal body is burnt away. This does not
occur through performing penances or other spiritual means. If
the seed of a tamarind plant is placed into the ground, it will grow.
It will grow if the seed has its black covering intact, or if it has been
removed. However, if that seed is roasted and that white seed is
separated from the shell and planted, it will never grow,
regardless of how much water is poured over it. Similarly, the
eternal body is not burnt away through austerities, penances or
other spiritual means. That occurs only when, through spiritual
knowledge, it is enjoined with the Murti of Lord Shree
Swaminarayan. Therefore, one should become Purushottam-roop
(same form as the Lord) and become united with the Murti.

Q11 Gadhada Middle Section Chapter 53 of the Vachanamrut refers
to the soul being dark, fair, long and short. How should this be
understood?
A11 For as long as the soul remains attached to worldly matters, it is
said to be dark. When, even due to unfavourable places or times,
the soul does not become fascinated by the worldly matters, but
still, that soul has affection for prowess of the Ishwar, Brahm and
Akshar categories, it is said to be fair or white. When the soul
discards all those passions, and attains the same form as the
lustre that is emitted from Shreejimaharaj’s Murti, it is said to be
long. When the soul attains the same form as that of Purushottam
(the Lord) and presides before Shreejimaharaj or remains merged
within His Murti, it is said that the soul has ceased to be long and
has now become short.

Q12 Vadtal Chapter 2 of the Vachanamrut refers to the Lord as being
dark, yellow, long, short, with a form or formless. How should this
be understood?
A12 If someone regards God to be like the Lord of Prakriti, i.e. Mulpurush, he is considering the Lord to be dark. This is because he
considers God to have an association with Maya (worldly
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matters). He understands God to have such a limited glory, and
therefore is said to understand God to be dark. If someone
regards God to be like Brahm and Mul-akshar, he considers the
Lord to be yellow. This is because although these statuses do not
have an association with Maya, they still are helpless before
Shreejimaharaj. If a person recognises Shreejimaharaj to be a
divine, distinct form, he has understood God to exist with a form.
If someone believes God to exist with no distinct form, he
considers God to be formless. If a person believes that God exists
in all places simultaneously, he considers God to be long.
However, if he believes God to preside in just one place, he
regards God to be short. In this manner, the different scriptures
have described the nature of Shreejimaharaj in numerous
different ways but have not been able to fully describe His true
prowess.

Q13 During the communal dance episode in Panchala, Shreejimaharaj
commanded for the Sants to be arranged in seven circles around
Him. What was the significance of this?
A13 When presiding in Panchala, the Sants danced around
Shreejimaharaj. He arranged the Sants in seven circles around
Him. The first, innermost of these, closest to Shreejimaharaj,
comprised of the Lord’s Param-ekantik-muktas who live in close
proximity to Shreejimaharaj in Akshardham. Shreejimaharaj
assumed as many forms as there were Sants in this circle and
danced with each Sant. The second circle was that of the Mulakshar categories. The third circle was that of the Vasudev-brahm
categories. The fourth was that of Golok. The fifth was that of
Pradhan-purush. The sixth was that of Vaikunth-lok and the
seventh was that of the Mrutyu-lok (mortal world). This was the
order and significance of the seven circles of Sants dancing
around Shreejimaharaj in Panchala.

Q14 Even though Maharaj and the eminent Satpurushs have been
attained, why does the influence of Maya still persist?
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A14 If Shreejimaharaj and the eminent Satpurushs have been attained
but still, the influences of Maya remain within a person, it should
be understood that they have kept them for the best interests of
that disciple. Due to these influences, humility develops within
the disciple and consequently, an eagerness for associating with,
and serving the Satpurush grows. Through this, he is able to
please the Lord and the Satpurush. Having become pleased with
the disciple, they mercifully explain the glory of God to the
disciple. The disciple attains a form that is the same as that of
the Lord and His Muktas.

Questions and Answers - Part 2

Q1 Describe the qualities of a person who truly yearns for salvation
(mumukshu).
A1 A person who truly yearns for salvation:
(1) Keeps track of his daily conduct, behaviour and progress towards
that ultimate goal.
(2) Recognises his own faults and remains firmly committed to
eradicating them.
(3) Understands that innumerable obstacles will arise when fulfilling
every worthwhile deed. Accordingly, he eliminates the flaws from
his own mind, such as spite, backbiting slander, criticism, gossip
etc. and continues to strive to accomplish the Murti.
(4) Remains focussed in the fulfilment of his high aspirations.
(5) Recognises Lord Shree Swaminarayan, Shree Gopalanand
Swami and other Anadi-muktas, and does not become satisfied
by merely talk about their teachings to others but strives to instil
them into his own conduct.
(6) Knows the virtues of Anadi-muktas, and remains alert about
whether those qualities have been acquired by him or not.
(7) Sees virtues in everyone, even lowly and sensual individuals.
(8) Maintains affection and friendship with those have these same
kinds of yearnings as himself.
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(9) Can recognise the faults that exist in lowly and sensual souls who
are inferior to him, but still, maintains mercy upon them and shows
kindness to them recognising them to be poor, unfortunate people
of the mortal world.
(10) Remains in wonderment before those who are superior to himself,
observes the virtues inherent within them through their words and
behaviours, and by continually comparing his own conduct with
theirs, strives to improve himself.
(11) Throughout his life, never behaves as though he is superior to
others.
(12) Throughout his life, remains a learner, disciple and the servant of
servants, and stays within the Satsang.

Q2 Explain the spiritual message that should be understood from the
episode when Shree Nilkanthvarni served Sevakram during the
Forest Expedition.
A2 The spiritual message to be understood by the episode when
Shree Nilkanthvarni served Sevakram during the Forest
Expedition is as follows: The Sadhu Sevakram should be
understood as a soul seeking salvation. The obstacles that exist
between Shreejimaharaj and a soul, such as the earth, water, fire,
wind, sky, ego, Mahattatva, Pradhan-purush, Prkruti-purush,
Vasudev-brahm and Mul-akshar, should be understood as
Venkatadri. Setubandh means the religious restrictions that are
stipulated. Ramesvar refers to God. The path refers to the spiritual
knowledge about the Murti of God. Lack of renunciation is
considered the illness. The person performing the services refers
to the one who imparts spiritual knowledge. The ability of ascetics
to serve physically, and of householder disciples to serve
financially, are the gold coins. Searching for a Satpurush is
referred to as crying. The village represents irreverence and the
flower garden is the Faith. Trees are described as the body.
Ghosts are the internal enemies. The praise that one attains in
the Faith is the bedding. The decline of one’s lifespan is the
severe disease. Giving spiritual knowledge about the soul and the

Sanskar Deepika Part 6 Final_Layout 1 15-08-2016 09:32 PM Page 17

Sanskar Deepika Part - 6

17

Murti of Shreejimaharaj is referred to as nursing. Not serving the
Satpurush who has imparted the spiritual knowledge is referred
to as not giving food. The Satpurush who has imparted the
spiritual knowledge having to obtain services from someone else,
is portrayed as having to go to the village to obtain food. Not
having anyone to offer services is described as the fasting.
Making a person accept renunciation is becoming well again.
Becoming able to separate from the three bodies, three states of
the body, three attributes, four antah-karans, five basic elements,
five senses, ten indriyas, ten prans and fourteen deities, and
behaving as the form of the soul, and abiding by the religious
stipulations in the form of the five sacred vows, is referred to as
becoming strong enough to digest ghee. Having given such an
opportunity, if a Satpurush needs to continue worrying about
whether the person will be able to behave accordingly or not, is
described as making the Lord carry the burden. If the situation
arises where due to physical or other reasons, a person
experiences decline, progress, praise, insult, pleasure, misery,
happiness or sorrow, or he contravenes the religious stipulations
in the form of the sacred vows, the Satpurush will not bestow
salvation to him. This situation is portrayed as the abandonment.

Q3 Explain the spiritual message that should be understood from the
story about the thief that is stated in Gadhada First Section
Chapter 70 of the Vachanamrut.
A3 In GFS Chapter 70 of the Vachanamrut, the story about a thief is
stated. In this example, the village should be understood to
represent the world. The thief represents the soul. The Sadhu
represents the Satpurush. The leg represents the antahkarans,
and the thorn should be recognised as representing spiritual
knowledge. Through spiritual knowledge, the antahkarans
become fulfilled, and this is portrayed by the leg becoming
inflamed. The king represents God, and the treasure-trove
denotes the sacred scriptures. Money represents the senses. The
parents represent Prakruti-purush. The relatives represent the
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indriyas, and the army represents Kaal (demon of time). The
guillotine for decapitation represents Yampuri. If a soul
transgresses the restrictions stated by God in the scriptures and
indulges in sensualities, Kaal comes and takes him to Yampuri,
where he has to endure much torture and suffering. Those who
behave in accordance with the commandments given by
Shreejimaharaj are given the opportunity to associate with true
Sadhus. Such a Satpurush imparts spiritual knowledge about the
soul and God. Through that spiritual knowledge, that individual’s
antahkarans become fulfilled. That fulfilment is represented by
the leg becoming inflamed. Thoughts about sensualities do not
arise within the antahkarans and consequently, the Sadhu helps
to recede the miseries of repeated birth and death, and the torture
of Yampuri. Ultimately, Shreejimaharaj takes him to Akshardham.

Section C

Short Notes

1 – Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa’s Conviction about the
Soul (Aatma-nishtha)
Once, Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa was touring from
village to village accompanied by 100-150 Sadhus. They reached the
river besides the village of Sarangpur. They sat there and held a
discourse during which one Sant asked, “What are the characteristics
of having a conviction about the soul?” Swamishree [Shree
Gopalanand Swamibapa] replied, “That will become apparent in a few
moments.” Just then, envious sages arrived where they sat and pelted
stones at them. There was thorny vegetation along the riverbank, so
all the Sants hid amongst it for protection. However, they were hurt
quite considerably by the thorns. Seeing other people coming from the
village, the sages fled. The villagers realised that the sages must have
been throwing stones at someone and trying to hurt them, and so they
said, ‘the sages have gone, so if anyone is in the vegetation, come
out.’ The Sants emerged from the vegetation. They started to complain
to Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa about how the thorns had
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hurt them all over their body, and that they were unable to even place
their feet on the ground, lay down to rest or even sit down. Swamishree
requested a disciple to bring him a pair of tweezers and he started to
remove the thorns from each Sant’s body, smear ash as medication
and apply cotton wool onto the wounds. In this manner, he slowly
brought them all to Gadhada. The Sants performed darshan to
Maharaj and started to describe the pain that they had been afflicted
with. Shreejimaharaj asked, “Has anyone removed the thorns from
Gopalanand Swami’s body or not?” The Sants confessed that they
had not removed them. So Shreejimaharaj Himself removed the thorns
from Swamishree’s body with a pair of tweezers, amounting to about
three-hundred grams of thorns. Still, Swamishree did not wince even
slightly. Such was the conviction about the soul of Sadguru Shree
Goplalanand Swamibapa.

2 – Himalaya’s Salvation
When Shreejimaharaj went on the Forest Expedition, He went to the
Himalayan Mountains. The soul within the Himalayas assumed a
human form. Bowing down to Shreejimaharaj, he gifted two mangoes.
Maharaj started to eat them. Himalaya wished to receive some of the
food that had been consecrated by Maharaj. However, Maharaj ate
the entire mango, including its stone and skin. He thought, ‘God will
wash His hands and drink some water, so I will take some of that
consecrated water.’ However, Maharaj did not wash His hand or drink
any water. Instead, He questioned, ‘why are you still standing here’?
Himalaya became despondent and sad. Maharaj had mercy for him
and said, “You yearn for consecrated food from Me. When I have
reached the Faith you may come to Gadhpur. I will give you some
consecrated food. Removing you from this mountain, you may come
to the Faith and I will grant salvation to you.” He then disappeared.
Having roamed around the forests, Shreejimaharaj came to live
amongst the people and presided on His throne. It was then that
Himalaya came to Gadhada assuming the form of a Brahmin. He
removed costly clothing and jewellery from his bag and performed
adoration to Maharaj. He then asked for Maharaj’s consecrated food.
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Giving some to him, Maharaj said, “Old man! Remain here tonight and
go tomorrow morning.” He replied, “I have been away from home for
many days and it is still daytime. I will continue my journey for a few
miles until it is dark and then stay wherever I reach.” Saying this, he
departed and when he was a little distance away, he vanished.
Sadguru Shree Muktanand Swami asked, “Oh Maharaj! Who was he?”
Maharaj explained the entire story of what had occurred in the forest.
He said, “When I went to the Himalayas, he yearned for some
consecrated food from Me, but I did not give him any. This is because
if a person eats food consecrated by Me, all his sins are burnt away.
Consequently, I would have had to remove him from the mountain,
and at that moment, all the trees and vegetation growing there would
have been destroyed. For that reason, I gave consecrated food to him
today and removed him from the mountain. I had identified another
soul who had similarly harmed a disciple of God, and made him enter
that mountain. In this manner, Shreejimaharaj granted salvation to
Himalaya.

3 – Devrajbhai’s Understanding
On one occasion, Devrajbhai from Kutch-Rampur came for
Bapashree’s darshan. Seeing him very happy, Bapashree asked, ‘Tell
this Tyagvallabhdasji why you are so pleased.’ He replied,
‘Shreejimaharaj and you have showered me with much mercy. Half
my responsibilities have been removed, because Maharaj and you
have taken my two sons and mother to the abode. Now my wife and
sons other sons remain, and that is the extent of my remaining
responsibility. You may do whatever you wish about them but at
present, half of my burden has been removed and I am pleased about
that. I went to Bhuj and gave donations for three meals, and then came
for your darshan.’ Bapashree then asked, ‘Tell me Tyagvallabhdasji! If
your close disciple went to the abode, how would you feel?’
Tyagvallabhdasji replied, ‘I would not be able to tolerate the loss.’
Bapashree then explained, ‘this Devrajbhai works in the fields all day
and comes each night to hear my discourses. He does not miss a
single religious observance. Such is the strength of his dedication. He
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remains blissful due to the bliss of the Murti.’ In this manner,
Devrajbhai lived amongst worldly affairs yet remained segregated from
them all, in the same manner that a lotus grows in water, yet remains
above its surface.

4 – Ranchhodlalbhai’s Understanding
Ranchhodlalbhai from the village of Sidhpur spent his own money to
build a Mandir in the village. Someone informed Acharya Shree
Ayodhyaprasadji Maharaj of this, but incorrectly stated that
Ranchhodlalbhai had ruined the structure of the building and therefore
a lot of expense had been incurred by the Mandir. Consequently,
Maharaj-shree gave Ranchhodlalbhai a severe telling-off.
Ranchhodlabhai replied, “Oh merciful Maharaj! It was the Lord’s
money, and I ensured that it was spent for Him.” A Sant clarified that
Ranchhodlalbhai had spent his own money for the construction of the
Mandir. Maharaj-shree said, “I did not know that your own money was
used to build the Mandir. I thought you had misused the Mandir’s
wealth for the construction, and rebuked you for that. I have insulted
you immensely.” Ranchhodlalbhai replied, “Oh Maharaj! What did you
say to insult me? If you beat me with shoes and subsequently, I clean
and return them to you, then this Ranchodiyo would be considered
your true servant.” He did not react adversely to Maharaj’s rebuking.
If a person keeps the Lord as the true doer of all of his actions, he can
become such a true disciple.

5 – Alleviation of Dada Khachar’s Grief
When Shreejimaharj departed from His human body, Dada Khachar
became extremely despondent and ran towards the funeral pyre to
die. Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa consoled him and said,
“Shreejimaharaj forever presides within this Faith. He has not left us
and gone away. Go to the place where we all used to sit together, and
He will give darshan to you.” Immediately, Dada Khachar went there,
where he received the darshan of Shreejimaharaj, who said to him, “I
am not someone who can die. I existed in one form, but now exist in
four forms and forever preside amongst the Faith. So do not think that
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I have gone.” Saying this, He gave Dada Khachar the garland that He
was wearing and said, “Keep Me within your soul.” Dada Khachar
meditated and was able to visualise the divine, lustrous form of
Shreejimaharaj within his soul. Arising from the meditation, he asked,
“Oh Maharaj! What should be understood from the four forms that You
mentioned? And which forms should one meditate on?”
Shreejimaharaj replied, “Firstly, My idol forms. Secondly, My Sants.
Thirdly, My Acharya. And fourthly, the Shikshapatri, Vachanamrut and
other sacred scriptures. I have taken these four forms. Meditate on My
idol form and understand My glory by learning spiritual knowledge from
My Sants. Serve the Sants with food and clothing, and abide by the
commands given in the sacred scriptures.” Having said these words,
Shreejimaharaj disappeared. Due to this divine darshan, Dada
Khachar was relieved of his grief.

6 – Conquering of Sura Khachar’s Partiality for Fine Foods
Sura Khachar had an intense partiality for fine foods. Whenever he
sat down to eat, he would have ten to fifteen bowls of different kinds
of tasty foods in front of him. If he did not get such a meal, he would
become extremely angry. Once, Shreejimaharaj asked his wife
Shantabai, “Why are you always late coming to the religious
discourses?” She replied, “Your disciple likes to eat a large variety of
foods, and if there is a slight variation from how they should taste, he
starts to quarrel. For that reason, I am not able to enjoy the religious
discourses.” Shreejimaharaj commanded, “From today, you should
make just one or two items of food for him, and even those should not
have any salt or chillies added to them. I will make Sura Khachar take
an oath not to ask for anything, or to speak whilst eating.”
Shreejimaharaj made Sura Khachar take such an oath; and his wife
made the meal as Shreejimaharaj had directed. Sura Khachar sat
down to eat. He realised that there was not a variety of food for him
and even the few dishes that had been made did not have any salt or
chillies added to them. He realised that the Lord had influenced this
whole thing; this could not have occurred for any other reason.
Realising that this was the wish of Shreejimaharaj, he ate the meal
considering it to taste like nectar. This continued for six months.
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Shreejimaharaj then asked Shantibai, “What is it like now? Does My
disciple ask for anything?” She replied, “No Maharaj! Your disciple eats
whatever kind of food that is placed in front of him, and never argues.”
Shreejimaharaj commanded, “From now, consider him to be a deity,
i.e. serve him as if you were serving Me.” She started to make tasty
food and serve it to her husband, but by now, Sura Khachar’s partiality
for fine foods had become conquered. Good and ordinary tasting food
had become equal to him. In this manner, Sura Khachar’s partiality for
tastes had been overcome. Such passions can be conquered by
concerted efforts and vows. They cannot be supressed merely through
one’s own will. When taking those vows, you should go before a
Satpurush, and becoming humble, and with joined hands, you should
ask for his help and strength to overcome the passion.
7 – Shree Achyutdasji Swami’s Status
Once, Santdasji and Swaroopanand Swami were travelling from place
to place and reached the home of Achyutdasji in the village of Dhrufi.
They had remained hungry for the past two days. However,
Achyutdasji’s father was not home. So Achyutdasji gathered the
required food items and fuel and gave it all to the two Sants. They
prepared a meal and after offering it to the Lord, ate the consecrated
food. They became pleased and said, “Child! Ask for whatever you
wish for.” Achyutdasji replied, “Give me whatever is extremely dear to
you.” The two Muktas replied, “You too will develop a status like that
of ours.” From that very moment, Achyutdasji developed a divine vision
with which he could see anything that he wanted to. On one occasion,
his parents were going to Gadhpur for the Lord’s darshan and had
taken Achyutdasji with them. After travelling approximately fifteen
miles, they realised that the young child would not be able to walk the
long distance, so they sent him back home. They explained, “You will
not be able to complete the journey, so take this food and eat it during
your return journey home.” Achyutdasji willingly returned home but did
not show an eagerness to go with them. This was because he
constantly visualised Maharaj. Due to the mercy of those two eminent
Sants, he had developed such a status.
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In Samvat 1929, Achyutdasji Swami went to Ahmedabad and stayed
in the third floor accommodation of the assembly hall building. Sadguru
Shree Nirgundasji Swamibapa asked him, “After how many years have
you come to a religious festival?” He replied, “It has been thirteen
years.” Swami continued, “It has been too many years.” Swami
Achyutdasji said, “Oh Swami! Due to the prowess of eminent beings
such as you, all obstacles have been removed from me from my
childhood. I can see and listen to all the discourses being held in all
the Mandirs. Therefore, I do not come in person. In this manner, he
described his own status. Such a status is attained through the mercy
of eminent Satpurushs.

Section D

Miraculous Episodes

1 – Revelation of Divinity
In the year Samvat 1944, Shreeji-sankalp-murti Sadguru Shree
Nirgundasji Swami had remained in Muli to perform the Chaturmas
discourses. Bapashree, Kunverjibhai and many other disciples had
also gone there. One afternoon at approximately 3pm, Swamishree
and Bapashree went to the location that had been constructed for
Swamishree to bathe. They were both discussing the glory of
Shreejimaharaj. Purani Shreekrishnadasji and Modji Thakor, the
darbar (ruler) of Maliya were sitting nearby. They heard Nirgundasji
ask Bapashree, “At the present time, is there someone who has the
ability to, whilst sitting here, send a soul to the bliss of the Murti?”
Bapashree replied, “Yes there is. The one within the ascetic fraternity
who possesses such prowess is seated before me; and the one within
the gruhastha fraternity who possesses such prowess is seated before
you.” In this manner, Bapashree revealed the divinity of them both.

2 – Miracle Revealed to the Memon
In the year Samvat 1956, Bapashree was travelling by ship to the
Gujarat region with other disciples. Many other people, including some
of the native Memon tribe were also aboard. When the ship had
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reached the middle of the Kandla sea, a fierce storm erupted and it
seemed as if it was about to sink. The boatmen announced, “Pray to
your Gods. There is nothing more that we can do. The ship is about to
sink.” All the passengers became extremely worried. Just then,
Bapashree extended both his arms and wrapped them round under
the ship. He lifted it out of the water and stabilised it. One of the
Memons, a much esteemed trader, saw this happening. The boatman
re-started the ship and sailed it to the shore near Vavania where all
the passengers got off. The merchant Memon had a large basket of
dry fruits, which he gave to Bapashree, and loudly proclaimed so that
everyone could hear, “This individual has saved us all today;
otherwise, we all would definitely have died. He is a very powerful
person. He extended his arms and placed them under the ship to lift it
out of the rough water, and has brought it to this shore. I witnessed
this myself.” All the others became astounded to hear this. Bapashree
then sat in a tram to continue the journey. He consecrated and then
distributed the dry fruits to everyone till they reached Muli.

3 – Miracle Revealed to Disciple Govind
Once, Swami Ishwarcharandasji and other Sants had come from
Ahmedabad to Vrushpur. After the evening prayer rituals had been
completed, disciple Govind, who was also Bapashree’s nephew,
asked, “Bapa! Shall we go to the farm now?” Bapashree replied,
“These Sants have come here, so I will not be able to come today.
Make sure that you give some fodder to my oxen.” So he went to the
farm and took some of Bapashree’s fodder, which he gave to the oxen.
He also took Bapashree’s fodder and gave it to his own oxen.
Bapashree extended his arm and grabbed Govind’s turban from his
head. Retracting his arm, Bapashree hid the turban under his pillow.
Swami Ishwarcharandasji asked, “Bapa! Is the pillow too low for you?”
Bapashree replied, “No! It is just that disciple Govind took my fodder
to feed his own oxen, so I grabbed his turban and have placed it under
my pillow.” When he returned to the Mandir the next morning,
Bapashree said, “As you took my fodder to feed your oxen, I took your
turban. Never do things like that again.” He pleaded, “Bapa! Pardon
me for my misdemeanour. I will never do such things again.”
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4 – Salvation Granted to the Ghost
Once, Bapashree did not go to the farm at night and instead remained
with the Sants and went to sleep. At 1.30 at night, he said to Swami
Ishwarcharandasji, “Hogs have got into the farm and are ruining the
millet. The children have fallen asleep and the watchman has gone
elsewhere. So I will have to go myself.” Swami replied, “Very well. Go
there.” On his way to the farm, there is a raised platform on the left
hand side. A ghost lived there. The ghost saw someone coming and
prepared to inflict him. However, Bapashree revealed lustre being
emitted from his body. The lustre blinded the ghost and he remained
still. Bapashree continued to walk ahead. Due to the lustre, all the hogs
also fled. Bapashree then concealed the lustre. The ghost was
astonished and realised that this is an extremely extraordinary
individual. He fell onto the ground where Bapashree’s footsteps had
fallen. His intellect became purified and he remained standing there.
When Bapashree left the farm and was returning to the Mandir, the
ghost fell down at his feet and prayed, “You are truly eminent. Through
your prowess, grant me salvation. I have captured many souls. I am
extremely sinful. However, due to the small merits I may have
accumulated, I receive your darshan each day. I have come to your
shelter, and you are the granter of salvation. So provide salvation to
me.” Bapashree commanded, “Go to Badrikashram!” The ghost said,
“Send me to a place where I can have your darshan.” Bapashree
showed mercy upon him and slapped one end of the shawl that was
hanging from his own shoulders onto the ghost and proclaimed, “Go
to Akshardham!” In that manner, he granted salvation to the ghost.
Bapashree returned to the Mandir and told Swami Ishwarcharandasji
what had occurred.

5 – Alleviated Doubt about Salvation
Jadavjibhai from the village of Naranpur was ill on one occasion.
Bapashree had come to take him to the divine abode, but just at that
final moment, a doubt arose in Jadavjibhai’s mind, ‘have I performed
sufficient spiritual means or not? What if he sends me somewhere
else? What will happen to me if that happens?’ Such doubts continued
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within his mind. Consequently, Bapashree let him remain and he
became well again. Soon after, Dhanjibhai’s mother became ill.
Bapashree would come to visit her once every day. One day however,
he became busy with another matter and was unable to go to her.
When he went the subsequent day, the lady asked, “Why didn’t you
come yesterday?” Bapashree replied, “I had some other work to see
to so I couldn’t come.” The lady asked again, “What will you do
tomorrow?” Bapashree replied, “There is no choice about coming
tomorrow is there? So I will definitely come.” The next day, Bapashree
left Vrushpur early. When he reached the outskirts of Naranpur, the
lady was granted the vision of Shreejimaharaj and Bapashree playing
with coloured powder together with infinitely many Muktas. As soon
as Bapashree reached her home, she immediately asked, “Cover me
with your shawl, which was covered with paint when you were playing
with Shreejimaharaj.” She then departed from her mortal body. The
shawl was used to cover her. A splendidly sweet fragrance emanated
from the shawl. This surprised everyone. ‘Where is this fragrance
coming from?’ they wondered. Bapashree explained, “Shreejimaharaj
was playing with paint just now in the outskirts of Naranpur, together
with infinitely many Muktas. The fragrance of that paint is coming from
the shawl.” Bapashree then asked Jadavjibhai, “Do you have any
doubts remaining about your own salvation, or have all the worries
receded?” He replied, “Seeing you grant salvation to Dhanji’s mother
has removed all doubts from my mind.” Shortly thereafter, Bapashree
also took Jadavjibhai to the divine abode.

6 – Miracle Shown to the Snake-charmer
Bapashree was bitten by a snake on three different occasions. The
first time was when He was filling a cart and went inside the house to
fetch a plank of wood for support. He attached the bullocks to the filled
cart and started the journey. However just a short time later, the effect
of the poison started to take effect. The other person on the cart took
hold of the cart and rode it back to Bapashree’s home. Bapashree did
nothing to treat the poison, but its effects wore off on their own. The
second time was when Bapashree was on the farm. The snake
approached Bapashree and bit him, but Bapashree did not allow the
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snake venom to affect him. A snake-charmer came to know about this
occurrence. He went to Bapashree and requested, “The cobra did not
poison you, so you must have some kind of extremely powerful spell
or remedy to counter its venom. Show me that antidote.” Bapashree
replied, “For me, the only spell or remedy is the ‘Swaminarayan’
name.” The snake-charmer used his powers to instil snake venom into
Bapashree. Immediately, Bapashree fell into a trance. The snakecharmer sat watching from him. A short while later, Bapashree
emerged from the trance as if nothing had happened to him. This
surprised the snake-charmer. He realised, “This person does not have
any kind of mystical spell but actually, he is an immensely great
individual.” Realising Bapashree’s greatness, he fell down at
Bapashree’s feet and prayed, “I pained you by poisoning you. Pardon
me for my wrongdoing.” Bapashree replied, “I have not been hurt in
any way. So don’t worry, and go wherever you are intending to go.” So
then he went away. The third time too, Bapashree did not allow the
snake venom to affect him. That snake was a farmer of the village,
who did not allow his wife to worship God. Bapashree sent the lady to
live with a female ascetic where she was able to worship in peace.
That man died and became a snake, and came back to bite Bapashree
to take his revenge.

7 – The Khoja is cured of an Incurable Disease
A Khoja (Muslim) living in Vrushpur was suffering from an acute illness.
He had tried treatment from doctors and herbalists, but nothing was
effective in curing him. His father put him on a stretcher and took him
to Bapashree. He prayed, “Cure my son of his incurable disease.”
Bapashree replied, “There is three quarters of a kilogram of green
bean vegetable curry in this bowl. If he eats all of it, he will be cured
completely.” He ate it all and became well again immediately. Instead
of being carried, he returned home walking of his own accord. He
became extremely fond of Bapashree. In the year Samvat 1971, when
Bapashree held a grand festival in the village, the Khoja gave his
newly built mansions for use in visitor accommodation. The dignitaries
from Bhuj stayed there. They questioned, “These other villagers are
the same denomination as Bapashree but you are a Muslim. Why did
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you give your new houses for accommodating visitors to the festival?”
He replied, “Instead of the houses, if I were to give everything that I
have to him, it would still not be enough. There was no way that I
should be alive, but Bapashree cured me of my illness by feeding me
a green bean curry. How can I forget such great mercy that he has
showered upon me?” Hearing this, Girijashankarbhai and many other
dignitaries developed much admiration and respect for Bapashree.

Sample Exam Paper

Sanskar Deepika Part 6 (70%)
Amrut Bindu Part 4 (30%)

Examination Time: 3 hours. Pass Mark: 50

Q.1a Complete the Blanks in the following statements.

1

(10 marks)

Whatever can be achieved by Lord Shree Swaminarayan is also
achievable by His ___________.
2
By ______________ again and again about thoughts and
volitions, they become embedded within one’s mind.
3
By associating with eminent Muktas, one learns about the
____________ of God.
4 The faults caused by associating with inauspicious people,
supress the ________ of one’s own good deeds.
5 A person is hostile and hurls abuse; a disciple regards him to be
____________.
6
Even the great, eminent _________ categories pray to the
disciples of Shreejimaharaj.
7
Disciple Mancho was formerly from the ___________ cult.
8 Shreejimaharaj becomes extremely _________ to see the virtue
of humility.
9
In contrast to Lord Shree Swaminarayan, everyone including the
categories of Mul-akshar etc. possess __________ through other
entities.
10 The body and the universe exist in the same _____________.
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Q.1b State whether the following statements are true of false. If they
are false, write them correctly.
(10 marks)

1

Superficial spiritual knowledge is understanding Lord Shree
Swaminarayan to be omniscient and so having proper decorum
for Him at all times.
2
Only those who develop arrogance and ego within the Satsang
can ascend its steps.
3 The inert form of Maya (mortal world) is children. The active form
of Maya is carnal desires.
4
Maintaining freedom over your senses and their organs is like
spending your life in a forest.
5
Festivities attract old disciples.
6 The extent of flaws that you perceive to exist within the Faith
reflect the amount of theism within you.
7 The static and movable aspects of the mortal world are all akin to
nectar.
8
Kushalkunvarbai was the queen of Podhanpur.
9
Mataji was previously the consort of the king of Jaipur, which is
situated in the Marvad region.
10 The Anadi-mukta status is inferior than that of the Param-ekantikmuktas.
Q.2 Answer the following questions.
(20 marks)

1

2

3
4
5

Explain the distinction between the Cause (Karan) and the result
(Karya).
It is said that one encounters treasures (siddhis) along the path
when going to the abode. What is meant by these?
Explain the qualities of a listener and a preacher.
The eternal (Karan) body is the superficial representation of the
soul and remains firmly fused with it. How can one become
segregated from it?
Even though Maharaj and the eminent Satpurushs have been
attained, why does the influence of Maya still persist?
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Q.3a Answer the following question

1

(10 marks)

Describe the qualities of a person who truly yearns for salvation
(mumukshu).

Q.3b Write about the following
(10 marks)
1 Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa’s Conviction about the
Soul (Aatma-nishtha)
2
Shree Achyutdasji Swami’s Status
Q.4a Describe the following miraculous episodes

(10 marks)

Q.4b Write completely, the following religious songs.

(10 marks)

Q.5a Complete the following verses.

(10 marks)

1
2

Miracle Revealed to the Memon
Salvation Granted to the Ghost

1
2

Jiv tu mahāras chākhan$-hār
Hari dās nā te dukhad$ā kāpajo

3
4
5
6
7

Pratham mumukshu ……….. din ne jivāvo
Āp praud$h pratāpe ……….. bhel%a rahejo
Nām, ā nām ……….. krupā yācho ām
Koti kalpe ne ……….. navu ne navu
Ke’di kāyar ……….. puro khyāl karo

Q.5b Match first and second parts of the following lines from
religious songs.
(10 marks)

1
2

3
4
5

First Part
Bāt bāt me d%hal% gaye ad$hal%ak
Purushottam tero rup mānkar
kidhā chhe
Anādi banākar sukh me d$ubākar
Sundar teri murti sukhākar
Āshirwād Bāpā e rud$ā didhā chhe

Second Part
Ānand bad$hākar vāh
Dāsānudās kahe nyāl
Divya buddhi ghan$i
Nrusinhji e sanhāryo
karma anek janam nā
tālyā
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6
7
8

Jiv ni buddhi tād%i āpe
Siddhānt prachār ki pratignā le le
Pāp punya sarve nā to bāl%yā

9
Garva karyo jo Hiranyakashipu e to
10 Unche niche jal chhe khārā

Sanskar Deepika Part - 5

Guru ne kahā hamāre
Chhod$ de abhimān
Ras-bas hoke sukh
jhilan ko
Ek Hari tame tāran$-hārā
Mukho mukh mile shree
Ghanshyām

Jay Shree Swaminarayan
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