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KKey to Phonetics

yt ā aarti ārti

x t% pragat pragat%
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¤ l% mangal aa mangal%ā  
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SSyllabus

Questions from this Booklet – 70%

Amrut Bindu Part 2 – 20%

Shree Hari’s Daily Chesta Pad (10 verses) – 10%

Section A
Complete the Blanks

1. Shree Swaminarayan Gadi is the Karan Satsang.

2. The glory of Shree Swaminarayan Gadi is boundless, infinite

and beyond description.

3. There are many gadis, but Shree Swaminarayan Gadi is the

supreme and quintessential Gadi.

4. The gadi established for temporal motives can only fulfil such

worldly objectives.

5. Lord Shree Swaminarayan handed over the helm of the entire

Swaminarayan religion to Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swami,

thereby entrusting him with the key to eternal salvation.

6. The supreme (Sarvopari), Incarnator of Incarnations

(Sarvavatari), Lord Shree Swaminarayan Himself has

manifested in a human form in the age of Kaliyug.

7. Balsharma lived in a village called Itarpur.

8. The name of Balsharma’s wife was Bhagyavati devi.

9. Krishnasharma lived in a village called Chhapaiya.

10. The name of Krishnasharma’s wife was Bhavani devi.

11. As Dharmadev had gained the blessings of Lord Shree

Swaminarayan, he came to be known as Hariprasad
(consecrated by God). 

12. Dharmadev’s wife Bala had been granted the darshan of Lord

Swaminarayan because of her devout worship of God and

therefore, she came to be known as Bhakti (devotion).

13. At the time of Lord Shree Swaminarayan’s manifestation, the

melodious sound of drums emanated from the sky.
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14. When the baby Lord Ghanshyam was three and quarter
months old, His name-giving ceremony was performed.

15. When Lord Shree Ghanshyam entered His third year, His

parents held His chowl-sanskar ceremony (first haircut).

16. It was Lord Shree Ghanshyam’s aunt Sundari who first spotted

Him sitting under the broken tree.

17. Whilst living in Ayodhya. Lord Shree Ghanshyam Maharaj used

to bathe in the River Saryu.

18. In the convention of scholars held in Kashi, Lord Shree

Ghanshyam spoke in fluent Sanskrit.
19. Lord Shree Ghanshyam plunged into a four-mile wide river and

let its current carry Him away.

20. Shree Nilkanthvarni used the pretext of wanting to learn yoga
from Gopal Yogi in order to remain with him.

21. Shree Nilkanthvarni arrived at the city of Sirpur, where its ruler

was King Siddhvallabh. 

22. Shree Nilkanthvarni arrived at Jagannathpuri, where a large

community of demons, disguised as Sages lived.

23. Shree Nilkanthvarni went to the city of Manaspur, where its

ruler was King Satradharma.

24. Gracing the soil of Gujarat, Shree Nilkanthvarni sat at the edge

of a step-well in a village called Loj in Saurashtra.

25. Shree Sahajanand Swami travelled extensively with Sadguru

Shree Ramanand Swami and revealed His extraordinary yogic
prowess.

26. Shree Ramanand Swami attained initiation as an ascetic by

Shree Ramanujacharya in Shreerang-kshetra.

27. This six-syllable mantra is so powerful that it fulfils the ultimate

aims of human life.

28. This six-syllable mantra is the epitome of all six principle Hindu
scriptures, it enables a soul to transgress the ocean of life and

death.

29. Lord Shree Swaminarayan revealed His supremacy to many

devotees, such as Abhay Khachar, by showing the 24

incarnations emerging from His divine Murti.
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30. Lord Shree Swaminarayan abolished various evil practices that

were prevalent in the society, and led the people to live devout,

religious lives.

31. By the grace of his guru, Shree Muktanand Swami developed

a deep faith in Lord Shree Swaminarayan and started to

consider Him to be the supreme Lord. 

32. Attracting millions of souls to Him; such an ability exists with

the Lord alone.

33. Sayajirao often gave donations for building temples.

34. The sagun (possesses attributes related to illusion - maya) and

nirgun (not possessing any attributes of illusion - maya)

attributes of the Lord exist as a result of His extraordinary
divine prowess.

35. It is impossible to visualise the soul or Brahm (God) without

having sakar upasana (the philosophy that describes the Lord

to exist with a distinct form but not being merely a mass of

energy or light) unto the Lord.

36. Lord Shree Swaminarayan dispelled the belief that, “Salvation

can be attained through worshipping the Lord’s pratima (idol

form) only after an extensive period of time.”

37. Through merely realising that Lord Shree Swaminarayan is the

one who creates and sustains all, salvation is attained.

38. There are many means to please the Lord. Amongst these, to

have true loving devotion unto the Lord is the best means of

all.

39. The firm ascetic who had an immense love for the Lord,

manifested with Him, assuming the name Khushal.
40. Amongst all the eminent sants of Lord Swaminarayan,

Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa was supreme. 

41. The devotee Parvatbhai, is admirable. He always remains in

the Murti, so is greatly admirable.

42. For six-months, Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa he

did not allow Kaal to enter the vicinity of Agatrai.
43. Lord Shree Swaminarayan and Sadguru Shree Gopalanand

Swamibapa appear as two forms but in reality, they are One.

SwaminarayanGadi.com



110 Sanskar Deepika Part - 4

44. Between Lord Shreeji and Gopal Muni, there exists no

difference at all.

45. After Lord Shree Swaminarayan withdrew His human darshan,

the first temple to have completed construction was in the town

of Muli.
46. “Brahm Muni! You have built a temple that touches the sky!”

47. In Gadhpur, Shree Raghuvirji Maharaj requested Sadguru

Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa to go to Dholera in order to

perform the Murti installation ceremony in the new temple built

there.

48. If Shree Gopalanand Swami installs the Murti, it can be certain

that the Murtis have been installed by Lord Shree
Swaminarayan Himself.

49. Shreejimaharaj entrusted the sovereignty of the entire Faith to

Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swami.
50. Sadguru Shree Sarvanivasanand Swami renounced his

leadership (mahantai) of the Ahmedabad Temple so that he

could reside with and have the association of Sadguru Shree

Gopalanand Swami for the rest of his life.

51. Shamaliya Chaitanyanand Swami often used to say, “If I had

not been able to attain the close association of Sadguru Shree

Gopalanand Swami, I would have died without ever having

understood the true philosophy of the Satsang.”

52. Sadguru Shree Gunatitanand Swami used to say, “Oh Sadguru

Shree Gopalanand Swami! Through you, one can experience

the ecstasy of Shreejimaharaj.”

53. Shree Parmanand Swami used to sleep alongside where

Sadguru Shree Nirgundasji Swamibapa rested.

54. A black cobra hissed and slithered out from the hollow portion

of the dense tamarind tree.

55. Bapashree used to go to Lake Krishna to bathe with friends.

56. Even in his childhood, Jeevanpran Bapashree had memorised

1100 kirtans, each of four cantos.

57. Shreejimaharaj gave darshan to the last of the Nand-padvi sants,

Sadguru Shree Dhruvanand Swami, who was in Jetalpur, in order

to take him to His divine abode -Akshardham.
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58. Gopallalbhai was from the village of Thasara.

59. By the blessings of Sadguru Shree Nirgundasji Swamibapa,

Gopallalbhai became district magistrate.

60. When several people started to claim the assets of the Lord to

be their own personal property, Jeevanpran Bapashree
established the Satsang Mahasabha.

61. Through the fourth in Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swami’s

spiritual lineage, a revolution will arise within the Faith.

62. Salvation can only be attained under the shelter of this Karan

Satsang. Mere ash flies around everywhere else.

63. Muljibhai was a government revenue official in the village of Mahij.
64. Purushottambhai went to Mumbai to work.

65. A divine personage is on his way. Through him, the Karan

Satsang will be given a novel form.

66. Sadguru Shree Ishwarcharandasji Swamibapa devoted his

whole life to the preparation of the commentary - Rahasyarth

Pradeepika Tika on the Vachanamrut scripture.

67. For two days continuously, Jeevanpran Swamibapa defeated

the opponents on the interpretation of the scriptures.

68. Swami! Your words are the commands of the Lord to me. I will

implicitly obey your every command and will never allow even

a slight deviation from them.

69. Bless you! Bless you! I need a true disciple just like you.

70. As Sadguru Shree Ishwarcharandasji Swamibapa had

withdrawn his human darshan, Swamibapa stopped 

drinking milk.

71. During the night of Labh Pancham, Sadguru Shree

Ishwarcharandasji Swamibapa gave divine darshan to

Jeevanpran Swamibapa in Kadi temple.

72. One cannot ever hope to gain salvation from such selfish
hypocrites, who are purely concerned with filling their

stomachs.

73. Swamibapa has given us a new life. He is our life and soul

(Jeevanpran).

74. Swamibapa alone is the true heir of Jeevanpran Bapashree.
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75. Initially, the temple in Maninagar was a small, single storey
building.

76. Sit here! Sit here! You are very dear to Me.

77. Swamibapa inspired young devotees to perform drama

productions based on religious themes and thereby started a

novel method of conveying and propagating the messages of

the Faith.

78. A grand conference of the Akhil Bharat Sadhu Samaj was held

at which Swamibapa was designated as the honorary
chairman.

79. The President of India, Dr. Shri Rajendraprasad Babu,

inaugurated the Akhil Bharat Sadhu Samaj conference.

80. Jeevanpran Swamibapa was appointed President of the

Gujarat branch of the Bharat Sadhu Samaj. In this role, he

disseminated moral and spiritual values throughout society.

81. The ecstasy of meditation can only be understood by those

who experience it.

82. All those who seek salvation and are, or will become disciples

of Shree Swaminarayan Gadi, will attain eternal salvation
(aatyantik-moksh). 

83. The eminent scholars of Kashi held a special assembly in

honour of Swamibapa.

84. The scholars of Kashi presented Jeevanpran Swamibapa with

two honorary titles, ‘Ved-shastra-sanrakshak’ (protector of the

eternal scriptures, the Vedas) and ‘Vishwa-dharma-chudamani’
(crown jewel of the worldwide religion).

85. In the assembly of scholars in Kashi, Swamibapa delivered a

lecture about the Samved scripture, in the Sanskrit language.

86. A magnificent procession was held through the streets of Kashi

– Banaras, with Jeevanpran Swamibapa presiding on an

elephant.
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Section B
Questions and Answers

Q1 What is experienced at Shree Swaminarayan Gadi?

A1 The ever-presence and omnipresence of Purna Purushottam

Lord Shree Swaminarayan is experienced at this Shree

Swaminarayan Gadi.

Q2 Why do the people of Satyug etc. wish to be born in Kaliyug?

A2 The people of Satyug etc. wish to be born in Kaliyug because

it is in this age that the supreme Lord Shree Swaminarayan

and His Satpurushs would be manifest.

Q3 What clan of Brahmin was Balsharma?

A3 Balsharma was of the Sarvariya Samvedi clan of Brahmins.

Q4 What did Markandeya Rishi forecast when he saw the mark of

a lotus flower in the palm of Lord Shree Ghanshyam?

When he saw  the mark of a lotus flower in the palm of Lord

Shree Ghanshyam, Markandeya Rishi forecasted, “Your Son

will be the sovereign Lord of multitudes of souls and will

possess innumerable characteristics that are capable of

bestowing salvation.”

Q5 Why did Shree Hari become famous by the name ‘Nilkanth’?

A5 Shree Hari showed Himself to possess the five virtues:

renouncement, spiritual knowledge, austerity, religious decree

and yoga, just like those that existed in Shivji. As a result, He

became famous by the name ‘Nilkanth’ (another name of

Shivji).

Q6 What did Kalidatt do in order to start playing with Lord Shree

Ghanshyam and the other young children?

A6 Using his black magic, Kalidatt disguised himself as a child and

started to play with Lord Shree Ghanshyam and His friends.
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Q7 How did Lord Shree Ghanshyam fulfil the wishes of

Dharmadev’s 12 deity wives?

A7 Lord Shree Ghanshyam assumed 12 forms to fulfil the wishes

of Dharmadev’s 12 deity wives.

Q8 With whom was the challenge to swim across Lake Narayan?

A8 Young Lord Shree Ghanshyam and His friend Veniram

competed against each other about who could swim across

Lake Narayan first.

Q9 What kind of darshan did Shree Rampratambhai often

witness?

A9 Shree Rampratapbhai often witnessed the simultaneous

presence of Lord Shree Ghanshyam in numerous forms.

Q10 When did Lord Shree Ghanshyam start studying the Vedas

and other holy scriptures?

A10 When He was eight years old, Lord Shree Ghanshyam started

studying the Vedas and the other holy scriptures.

Q11 When did Lord Shree Ghanshyam grant His parents a divine

form?

A11 When Lord Shree Ghanshyam was 11 years old, He

enlightened His parents with the knowledge of His true identity

and granted them a divine form.

Q12 What did Nilkanthvarni do to teach ascetics practising

austerities the correct method of performing acts of self-

discipline?

A12 To teach ascetics practising austerities the correct method of

performing acts of self-discipline, Nilkanthvarni too performed

acts of strict austerity.

Q13 During His forest expedition, why did Shree Nilkanthvarni go

to Mount Navlakha?
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A13 Shree Nilkanthvarni went to Mount Navlakha during is forest

expedition to bless the nine hundred thousand ascetics who

lived there and thereby reward them for practising their

austerities and yoga.

Q14 What did Shree Nilkanthvarni do to remove the arrogance of

the thousands of deceitful ascetics living in Sirpur?

A14 To remove the arrogance of the thousands of deceitful ascetics

living in Sirpur, Shree Nilkanthvarni created a storm of

ferocious winds and lashing rain. 

Q15 Which Sant did Shree Nilkanthvarni first encounter after He

came and sat at the edge of the step-well in Loj?

A15 Whilst sitting at the edge of the step-well in Loj, Shree

Nilkanthvarni first met Shree Sukhanand Swami.

Q16 Which forms did Shree Nilkanthvarni ask Shree Muktanand

Swami to describe?

A16 Shree Nilkanthvarni ask Shree Muktanand Swami to describe

the forms of Jeev, Maya, Ishwar, Brahm and Parbrahm.

Q17 Who was the spiritual teacher of Shree Ramanand Swami and

gave initiation to him?

A17 Shree Ramanand Swami’s spiritual teacher who gave initiation

to him was Shree Ramanujacharya.

Q18 In which region did Shree Ramanand Swami give initiation 

to Dharmadev?

A18 Shree Ramanand Swami give initiation to Dharmadev in the

Prayag-kshetra region.

Q19 Wherever Shree Ramanand Swami travelled, what did 

he proclaim?

A19 Wherever he travelled, Shree Ramanand Swami proclaimed,

‘I am merely the drumbeater, awakening and alerting all to the

imminent arrival of the God who is truly worthy of worship.’
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Q20 Which Mantra did Shree Sahajanand Swami give for Sants and

disciples to worship with?

A20 Shree Sahajanand Swami gave His supreme ‘Swaminarayan’

Mahamantra for Sants and disciples to worship with.

Q21 What was experienced by those who disciples who faithfully

chanted the ‘Swaminarayan’ Mahamantra?

A21 All those who uttered the ‘Swaminarayan’ Mahamantra

immediately fell into a trance (Samadhi).

Q22 Having fallen into a trance, which abode did Shree

Vyapkanand Swami go to?

A22 Having fallen into a trance, Shree Vyapkanand Swami went to

Bhumapurush’s abode.

Q23 Which position did Shree Swaroopanand Swami give to

Dharmaraja?

A23 Shree Swaroopanand Swami gave the place of Bhumapurush

to Dharmaraja.

Q24 Who was the composer of the aarti ‘Jay Sadguru Swami’?

A24 Composer of the aarti ‘Jay Sadguru Swami’ was Sadguru

Shree Muktanand Swami.

Q25 Which village was the bandit Joban from?

A25 Bandit Joban was from the village of Vadtal.

Q26 Who used to come to play with young Khushal Bhatt?

A26 The deity Shamlaji, from the Shamlaji Temple would personify

himself and come to play with young Khushal Bhatt.

Q27 How did Khushal Bhatt save the small child from the burning house?

A27 Whilst sitting in his classroom, Khushal Bhatt extended his arm

and lifted the child from the burning house in order to save him.
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Q28 In which village did Lord Shree Swaminarayan and Khushal

Bhatt meet for the first time?

A28 Lord Shree Swaminarayan and Khushal Bhatt met for the first

time in the village of Jetalpur.

Q29 From whom did Khushal Bhatt attain initiation as a Sant?

A29 Khushal Bhatt attained initiation as a Sant from Lord Shree

Swaminarayan.

Q30 In Akshardham, when deliberating with the Muktas about

coming onto the Earth, for how many years did the Lord decide

that He would grant darshan in a human form?

A30 In Akshardham, when deliberating with the Muktas about

coming onto the Earth, the Lord decided that He would grant

darshan in a human form for 125 years.

Q31 Which village was ardent disciple Parvatbhai from?

A31 The ardent disciple Parvatbhai was from the village of Agatrai.

Q32 What was the promise that Lord Shree Ghanshyam Maharaj

gave to Suvasinibhabhi?

A32 Lord Shree Ghanshyam Maharaj promised Suvasinibhabhi,

‘When I will preside on this Earth as the sovereign King, I will

not forget you.’

Q33 Who performed the Murti installation ceremony at Muli Mandir?

A33 Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa performed the Murti

installation ceremony at Muli Mandir.

Q34 What did Bapashree feed his father during an illness?

A34 When his father was ill, Bapashree fed divine dates to him.

Q35 How did Lord Shree Swaminarayan fulfil His intention of

granting darshan in a human form for 125 years?
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A35 By manifesting again as Jeevanpran Bapashree, Lord Shree

Swaminarayan fulfilled His intention to give darshan for 125

years as a human form.

Q36 Who was the last of the Nand-padvi Sants?

A36 The last Nand-padvi Sant was Sadguru Shree Dhruvanand

Swami.

Q37 Which village was Chief Minister Kunverjibhai from?

A37 Chief Minister Kunverjibhai was from the village of Roha in

Kutch.

Q38 What did Kunverjibhai realise from his reading of the

Vachanamrut scripture?

A38 From reading the Vachanamrut, Kunverjibhai realised that this

scripture contained an unsurpassed level of spiritual

knowledge and was superior to any other text.

Q39 Who explained the supreme glory of Lord Shree

Swaminarayan to disciple Mitha?

A39 Sadguru Shree Ishwarcharandasji Swamibapa explained the

supreme glory of Lord Shree Swaminarayan to disciple Mitha.

Q40 Who became renowned as the ‘Acharya of the Vachanamrut’?

A40 Sadguru Shree Ishwarcharandasji Swamibapa became

renowned as the ‘Acharya of the Vachanamrut’.

Q41 Where did Sadguru Shree Ishwarcharandasji Swamibapa and

Purushottambhai meet for the first time?

A41 Sadguru Shree Ishwarcharandasji Swamibapa and

Purushottambhai met for the first time in Saraspur Mandir.

Q42 In which month did Sadguru Shree Ishwarcharandasji

Swamibapa withdraw his human darshan?

A42 Sadguru Shree Ishwarcharandasji Swamibapa withdrew his

human darshan in the month of Aso.
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Q43 What was the ruling given by the courts regarding the rights of

Kadi Mandir?

A43 The courts gave a ruling that the rights to the temple belonged

to the disciples of the village. 

Q44 What did Jeevanpran Swamibapa establish in the memory of

Sadguru Shree Ishwarcharandasji Swamibapa?

A44 Jeevanpran Swamibapa established ‘Shree

Ishwarsadvidyashram’ – Shree Swaminarayan Boarding in

Maninagar, in the memory of Sadguru Shree

Ishwarcharandasji Swamibapa.

Q45 For which occasion was the devotional song, ‘Aa re sandesho

maaraa Guruji re sunajo’ written?

A45 The devotional song, ‘Aa re sandesho maaraa Guruji re sunajo’

was written for the Murti installation festival of Maninagar

Mandir.

Q46 Who composed the prayer, ‘Purushottamrup thai dhyaan

karavu’?

A46 The prayer, ‘Purushottamrup thai dhyaan karavu’ was

composed by Jeevanpran Swamibapa.

Q47 Who established Shree Swaminarayan Siddhant Sajivan

Mandal?

A47 Shree Swaminarayan Siddhant Sajivan Mandal was

established by Jeevanpran Swamibapa.

Q48 Which socially beneficial initiatives were established from the

donations received during Jeevanpran Swamibapa’s Golden

Jubilee?

A48 From the donations received during Jeevanpran Swamibapa’s

Golden Jubilee, he established Shree Swaminarayan College.

Q49 Before commencing meditation, what command did Lord

Shree Ghanshyam Maharaj give to Swamibapa?
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A49 Before commencing meditation, Lord Shree Ghanshyam

Maharaj commanded Swamibapa, ‘To attain the ideal aim, take

an austere vow of silence. Observe solitude in this room. Come

outside only after you receive further commands. Abide by

these instructions.’

Q50 Who composed the prayer, ‘Oordhvam tathaadho’?

A50 Jeevanpran Swamibapa composed the prayer, ‘Oordhvam

tathaadho’.

Q51 Who led the salvation-granting pilgrimage (Moksh-dayi-yatra)

of Northern India?

A51 The salvation-granting pilgrimage (Moksh-dayi-yatra) of

Northern India was led by Jeevanpran Shree Muktajeevan

Swamibapa.

Q52 At the present time, where does the key to eternal salvation

reside?

A52 At the present time, the key to eternal salvation resides at

Shree Swaminarayan Gadi.

Q53 Which Gadi is worthy for true aspirants of eternal salvation to

take resort unto?

A53 The Gadi that is worthy for true aspirants of eternal salvation

to take resort unto is Shree Swaminarayan Gadi.

Q54 Whose words are contained in the sacred scripture, Shree

Swaminarayan Gadi?

A54 The words of Lord Shree Swaminarayan and His sacred

lineage are contained in the holy scripture, Shree

Swaminarayan Gadi.
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Section C
True or False Statements

1 Markandeya Rishi performed the naming ceremony of

Hariprasad.   False
Markandeya Rishi performed the naming ceremony of young

Lord Shree Ghanshyam Maharaj.   True

2 News spread swiftly through the village of Loj, ‘an eminent king

has arrived and is seated at the step-well.’   False
News spread swiftly through the village of Loj, ‘an eminent

ascetic has arrived and is seated at the step-well.’   True

3 Shree Nilkanthvarni asked questions to Sukhanand Swami

about Jeev, Maya, Ishwar, Brahm and Parbrahm.   False
Shree Nilkanthvarni asked questions to Sadguru Shree Muktanand

Swami about Jeev, Maya, Ishwar, Brahm and Parbrahm.   True

4 Hearing Shree Nilkanthvarni’s words, Sadguru Shree

Muktanand Swami had the hole in the wall filled.   True

5 Shree Nilkanthvarni sent a letter to Sadguru Shree Ramanand

Swami who was in Ayodhya at the time.   False
Shree Nilkanthvarni sent a letter to Sadguru Shree Ramanand

Swami who was in Bhuj at the time.   True

6 Shree Ramanand Swami and Shree Nilkanthvarni first met in

the village of Loj.   False
Shree Ramanand Swami and Shree Nilkanthvarni first met in

the village of Piplana.   True

7 Shree Ramanand Swami gave Shree Nilkanthvarni two names -

Shree Sahajanand Swami and Shree Swaminarayan.   False
Shree Ramanand Swami gave Shree Nilkanthvarni two names

- Shree Sahajanand Swami and Shree Narayan Muni.   True
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8 The coronation of Shree Sahajanand Swami as leader of the

Faith took place in the village of Jetalpur.   False
The coronation of Shree Sahajanand Swami as leader of the

Faith took place in the village of Jetpur.   True

9 Sadguru Shree Ramanand Swami entrusted the leadership of

the Faith to Shree Muktanand Swami.   False
Sadguru Shree Ramanand Swami entrusted the leadership of

the Faith to Shree Sahajanand Swami. True

10 Heretics become pre-occupied at seeing the apparent death

of great individuals.   True

11 Lord Shree Swaminarayan appointed Santdasji as head of the

group and sent him to Agatrai.   False
Lord Shree Swaminarayan appointed Sadguru Shree Gopalanand

Swamibapa as head of the group and sent him to Agatrai.   True

12 Sadguru Shree Muktanand Swami revealed his prowess to

Nemivijayji.   False
Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa revealed his prowess

to Nemivijayji.   True

13 Sadguru Shree Brahmanand Swami and Shree Raghuvirji

Maharaj met to decide about the arrangements for the Murti

installation ceremony at Muli Mandir.   False
Sadguru Shree Brahmanand Swami and Shree Ayodhyaprasadji

Maharaj met to decide about the arrangements for the Murti installation

ceremony at Muli Mandir.   True

14 Shree Sarvanivasanand Swami was the leader (mahant) of

Muli Temple. False
Shree Sarvanivasanand Swami was the leader (mahant) of

Ahmedabad Temple. True
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15 Sadguru Shree Nirgundasji Swamibapa lived mainly in Vadtal

Temple.   False
Sadguru Shree Nirgundasji Swamibapa lived mainly in

Ahmedabad Temple. True

16 Dolatsang was chief of the village of Vadtal. False
Dolatsang was chief of the village of Lavad. True

17 Due to the divine grace of Sadguru Shree Muktanand Swami,

Dolatsang became a disciple.   False
Due to the divine grace of Sadguru Shree Nirgundasji

Swamibapa, Dolatsang became a disciple. True

18 Shree Abji Bapashree manifested in Bhuj-Kutch.   False
Shree Abji Bapashree manifested in Vrushpur-Kutch.   True

19 The name of Shree Abji Bapashree’s mother was Ichhaba. False
The name of Shree Abji Bapashree’s mother was Devuba. True

20 Even in his childhood, Shree Abji Bapashree had memorised

1164 kirtans. False
Even in his childhood, Shree Abji Bapashree had memorised

1100 kirtans, each of four cantos.   True

21 Sadguru Shree Ishwarcharandasji Swamibapa manifested in

the village of Chuda.   False
Sadguru Shree Ishwarcharandasji Swamibapa manifested in

the village of Aslali.   True
22 The chief minister of Roha village in Kutch was Kunverjibhai;

he had been searching for magical powers.   False
The chief minister of Roha village in Kutch was Kunverjibhai;

he had been searching for God.   True

23 As soon as he entered the outskirts of Vrushpur, all of

Kunjverjibhai’s thoughts subsided.   True
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24 Lord Swaminarayan is like a manager. Slowly but surely, He

will stabilise everything.   False
Lord Swaminarayan is like a Baniya. Slowly but surely, He will

stabilise everything.   True

25 Bapashree withdrew his human darshan whilst in Bhuj-Kutch.False
Bapashree withdrew his human darshan whilst in Vrushpur-

Kutch.   True

26 Sadguru Shree Ishwarcharandasji Swamibapa’s knowledge of

the Bhagwat scripture was unsurpassed.   False
Sadguru Shree Ishwarcharandasji Swamibapa’s knowledge of

the Vachanamrut scripture was unsurpassed.   True

27 Let them recognise the might of this young, fearless lion! True
28 Through the Kadi incident, the allies of the Acharya lost both

reputation and wealth.  True

29 Composer of the kirtan, ‘Aaje to Shreeji pragat Bhagwan’ is

Shree Muktanand Swami.   False
Composer of the kirtan, ‘Aaje to Shreeji pragat Bhagwan’ is

Shree Muktajeevan Swamibapa. True

30 A commemorative recital of the Satsangi Jeevan was held in honour

of Sadguru Shree Ishwarcharandasji Swamibapa. False
A commemorative recital of the Vachanamrut Rahasyarth

Pradeepika Tika was held in honour of Sadguru Shree

Ishwarcharandasji Swamibapa.   True

31 Bapashree’s centenary was celebrated in Bhuj. False
Bapashree’s centenary was celebrated in Vrushpur at the site

of the Chhatri.   True
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32 Jeevanpran Swamibapa’s golden jubilee was celebrated in

Kadi.   False
Jeevanpran Swamibapa’s golden jubilee was celebrated in

Maninagar.   True

33 When Swamibapa completed 60 years, the Golden Jubilee

celebrations were held.   False
When Swamibapa completed 60 years, the Shashtipurti -

Platinum Tula celebrations were held.   True

34 Swamibapa meditated continuously for 61 days in Kadi. False
Swamibapa meditated continuously for 61 days in Maninagar.

True
35 Swamibapa had a profound fondness for meditation.   True

36 By the command of Lord Shree Swaminarayan, Swamibapa gave a

physical embodiment to Shree Swaminarayan Gadi. True

37 The eminent scholars performed Swamibapa’s coronation

ceremony by reciting verses from the Gita.   False
The eminent scholars performed Swamibapa’s coronation

ceremony by reciting verses from the Vedas.   True

38 The key of eternal salvation exists at Shree Swaminarayan

Gadi.   True
39 All those who seek salvation and are, or will become disciples

of Shree Swaminarayan Gadi, will attain eternal salvation

(aatyantik-moksh).   True

40 A famous site of pilgrimage is the banks of the River Ganges

in Mathura.   False
A famous site of pilgrimage is the banks of the River Jamuna

in Mathura.  True 
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Section D
The Context of Statements

Q1 This child was born under the sign of Cancer; therefore, He will

be known as ‘Hari’.

A1 Who said this?   Markandeya Rishi

To whom was this said?   Dharmadev

Where was this said?   Chhapaiya

When was this said?   During the naming ceremony

Q2 Take this ring and let Me eat as many sweets as I can.

A2 Who said this?   Lord Shree Ghanshyam

To whom was this said?   Shopkeeper

Where was this said?   Ayodhya

When was this said?   Episode when He took His sister-in-law

(bhabhi) Suvasini’s gold ring and went to the shopkeeper to

eat as many sweets as He could

Q3 It is a living entity that will experience pain if I pluck it and

therefore, I cannot pluck it.

A3 Who said this?   Nilkanthvarni

To whom was this said?   Sages

Where was this said?   Jagannathpuri

When was this said?   Episode when sages commanded

Nilkanthvarni to pluck a plant from the ground

Q4 This is not just a hole in the wall, but it is a flaw in the religion.

A4 Who said this?   Nilkanthvarni

To whom was this said?   Sadguru Shree Muktanand Swami

Where was this said? Loj

When was this said? At the end of the Forest Expedition

when the Lord arrived in Loj 

Q5 Why have you come here? Why did you not go to Loj?

A5 Who said this?   Sadguru Shree Ramanand Swami
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To whom was this said?   Disciple Lalji

Where was this said?   Bhuj

When was this said?   When disciple Lalji did not go for the

darshan of Nilkanthvarni and instead went to Bhuj for Shree

Ramanand Swami’s darshan

Q6 You Hindus follow a strange practice! The disciple sits on a

throne whilst God sits on the floor!

A6 Who said this?   Merchant from the Sindh region

To whom was this said?   Sadguru Shree Ramanand Swami

Where was this said?   Piplana

When was this said?   When he arose from his trance during which

he witnessed Nilkanthvarni seated upon a majestic throne

Q7 I am extremely pleased with You. Ask me for a boon.

A7 Who said this?   Sadguru Shree Ramanand Swami

To whom was this said?   Shree Sahajanand Swami

Where was this said?   Jetpur

When was this said?   During Shree Sahajanand Swami’s

coronation as leader of the Faith

Q8 You reigned here as the king. Now, take the place of

Bhumapurush and reign in his abode as Bhumapurush.

A8 Who said this?   Sadguru Shree Swaroopanand Swami

To whom was this said?   Dharmaraja

Where was this said?   Yampuri

When was this said?   Episode when suffering souls in Yampuri

were freed due to the glory of the Swaminarayan name

Q9 I have realised today who the guru is and who the disciple is. Shower

mercy on me and allow me to perform my adoration to You.

A9 Who said this?   Sadguru Shree Muktanand Swami

To whom was this said?   Lord Shree Swaminarayan

Where was this said? Kalvani

When was this said?   Episode when by the grace of his guru,
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Shree Muktanand Swami developed faith in the supremacy of

Lord Shree Swaminarayan

Q10 I have come here and you are all lamenting. Why?

A10 Who said this?   Shree Vyapkanand Swami

To whom was this said?   Daha Khachar

Where was this said?   Botad

When was this said?  Episode when Daha Khachar’s mare had died

Q11 Vyapkanand Swami, you have become God!

A11 Who said this?   Lord Shree Swaminarayan

To whom was this said?   Shree Vyapkanand Swami

Where was this said?   Gadhada

When was this said?   Episode when Swami brought Daha

Khachar’s mare back to life

Q12 From today onwards, give up violence and savageness.

Whenever you are hungry, you should come to the village and

show the villagers your belly. Knowing you are hungry, they will

all give you food.

A12 Who said this?   Khushal Bhatt

To whom was this said?   Tiger

Where was this said?   Todla

When was this said?   Episode when the tiger killed the

Brahmin’s son and cow

Q13 This Sampraday which is Mine, is also naturally yours.

Therefore you must look after this Satsang.

A13 Who said this?   Lord Shree Swaminarayan

To whom was this said?   Sadguru Shree Gopalanand

Swamibapa

Where was this said?   Gadhada

When was this said? Before withdrawing His human

appearance, when Lord Shree Swaminarayan entrusted the

leadership of the entire Faith to Sadguru Shree Gopalanand

Swamibapa
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Q14 For so many years I lived with you. Still, you think of Me 

as human!

A14 Who said this?   Lord Shree Swaminarayan

To whom was this said?   Daha Khachar

Where was this said?   Gadhada

When was this said?   After Lord Shree Swaminarayan had

withdrawn His human appearance and Dada Khachar was

completely distraught

Q15 Jetha! Why have you become delusional?

A15 Who said this?   Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa

To whom was this said?   Disciple Jetha

Where was this said?   Gadhpur

When was this said?   After Lord Shree Swaminarayan had

withdrawn His human appearance

Q16 Swami! You are in the place of Shreejimaharaj. Your darshan

is equivalent to the darshan of Shreejimaharaj. I have come to

take you with me.

A16 Who said this?   Shree Brahm Muni

To whom was this said?   Sadguru Shree Gopalanand

Swamibapa

Where was this said?   Gadhpur Mandir

When was this said?   When Brahm Muni came to invite

Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa to perform the Murti

installation ceremony at Muli Mandir

Q17 Swami! You are the Nand of all Nands.

A17 Who said this?   Shree Parmanand Swami

To whom was this said?   Sadguru Shree Nirgundasji

Swamibapa

Where was this said?   Ahmedabad Mandir

When was this said?   When Lord Shree Swaminarayan gave

darshan and explained the glory of Sadguru Shree Nirgundasji

Swamibapa
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Q18 Dolatsang! We cannot accept your food.

A18 Who said this?   Sadguru Shree Nirgundasji Swamibapa

To whom was this said?   Dolatsang

Where was this said?   Lavad

When was this said?   Episode when Swami gave life to

Takhubha who had been poisoned by the venom of a snake

Q19 I want a son like You.

A19 Who said this?   Devuba

To whom was this said?   Lord Shree Swaminarayan

Where was this said?   Vrushpur – Lake Krishna

When was this said? Episode when Lord Shree Swaminarayan

became pleased with Devuba and told her to ask for a boon

Q20 How did you get these dates without any money?

A20 Who said this?   Devuba

To whom was this said?   Young Bapashree

Where was this said?   Vrushpur

When was this said?   When Panchapita was very ill

Q21 At the present time, is there anyone who, whilst sitting here (on this

Earth) can immerse souls into the bliss of Shreejimaharaj’s Murti?

A21 Who said this?   Sadguru Shree Nirgundasji Swamibapa

To whom was this said?   Shree Abji Bapashree

Where was this said?   Muli Mandir

When was this said?   When Sadguru Shree Nirgundasji

Swamibapa had gone to Muli to perform the Chaturmas

discourses

Q22 Oh! You are the divine lustrous Murti. You consist only of divine

lustre.

A22 Who said this?   Sadguru Shree Nirgundasji Swamibapa

To whom was this said?   Shree Abji Bapashree

Where was this said?   Ahmedabad Mandir

When was this said?   When Bapashree dismissed his illness

and came for Swami’s darshan

SwaminarayanGadi.com



Sanskar Deepika Part - 4 31

Q23 Bapashree of Kutch has come to take me. Therefore, I am

going to Akshardham.

A23 Who said this?   Chunilal

To whom was this said?   His father and other relatives

Where was this said?   Kapadvanj

When was this said?   At the end of his life when Bapashree

came to take him to the divine abode

Q24 What is all this nonsensical talk of the Acharya? This is our Acharya.

A24 Who said this?   Shree Abji Bapashree

To whom was this said?   Sants and disciples

Where was this said?   Khakharia region

When was this said?   When sants and disciples were

whispering amongst themselves, “If someone asks us who our

Acharya is, how should we answer them?”

Q25 Well Kunverjibhai! Did all your thoughts cease?

A25 Who said this?   Shree Abji Bapashree

To whom was this said?   Kunverjibhai

Where was this said?   Vrushpur Mandir

When was this said?   When Kunverjibhai met Bapashree for

the first time

Q26 There will be many occasions for you to visit Africa, but when

are you coming here?

A26 Who said this? Sadguru Shree Ishwarcharandasji Swamibapa

To whom was this said?   Shree Purushottambhai

Where was this said?   Saraspur Mandir

When was this said?   When Purushottambhai first came to

Sadguru Bapa

Q27 Who is the chairman of this assembly? An assembly cannot

pass a resolution without a chairman!

A27 Who said this?   Jeevanpran Swamibapa

To whom was this said?   People sitting in the assembly

Where was this said?   Ahmedabad Mandir
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When was this said?   When opponents held a debate with the

ill intention to declare that the Rahasyarth Pradeepika Tika on

the Vachanamrut scripture contradicted the scriptures and was

therefore invalid

Q28 Are you serving Me or am I in your service?

A28 Who said this?   Lord Shree Ghanshyam Maharaj

To whom was this said?   Swamibapa

Where was this said?   Kadi Mandir

When was this said?   When opponents contrived the Kadi

incident to defame Swamibapa

Q29 If there is no-one else, these pillars will listen to the discourses.

A29 Who said this?   Jeevanpran Swamibapa

To whom was this said?   Sadhus

Where was this said?   Visnagar Mandir

When was this said?   When Swamibapa went to Visnagar

Mandir to hold discourses

Q30 Look! These are not ordinary scorpions. They represent the

abundant, overflowing wealth that will arise from here.

A30 Who said this?   Jeevanpran Swamibapa

To whom was this said?   Sants

Where was this said?   Maninagar Mandir

When was this said?   When Swamibapa first arrived to live in

Maninagar and cooked a meal in an empty kerosene tin

Q31 You have sat in My living quarters!

A31 Who said this?   Lord Shree Ghanshyam Maharaj

To whom was this said?   Swamibapa

Where was this said?   Maninagar Mandir

When was this said?   When Swamibapa sat in continuous

meditation for 12 days in front of Shree Ghanshyam Maharaj
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Section E
Match the Dates

Episode Year (Samvat)
1 Arrival of Shree Nilkanthvarni in Loj 1856

2 Shree Nilkanthvarni’s initiation as an ascetic 1857

3 Withdrawal of Sadguru Shree Ramanand 

Swami’s human darshan 1858

4 Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swami’s initiation 

as an ascetic 1864

5 Withdrawal of Lord Shree Swaminarayan’s 

human darshan 1886

6 Withdrawal of Sadguru Shree Gopalanand 

Swami’s human darshan 1908

7 Bapashree led a group of 600 pilgrims through 

the regions of Gujarat 1942

8 Sadguru Shree Nirgundasji Swami performed 

the Chaturmas discourses in Muli 1944

9 Sadguru Shree Ishwarcharandasji Swami’s 

initiation as an ascetic 1946

10 Withdrawal of Sadguru Shree Nirgundasji 

Swami’s human darshan 1948

11 Withdrawal of Bapashree’s human darshan 1984

12 Jeevanpran Swamibapa’s initiation as an ascetic 1986

13 Withdrawal of Sadguru Shree Ishwarcharandasji 

Swami’s human darshan 1998

14 Swamibapa’s arrival in Maninagar 1999

15 Installation of Shree Ghanshyam Maharaj in Maninagar 2000

16 Swamibapa’s continuous meditation

lasting 12 days 2000

17 Swamibapa’s continuous meditation lasting 31 days 2001
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Episode Year (Samvat)

18 Establishment of Shree Swaminarayan 

Sidhant Sajivan Mandal 2002

19 Bapashree’s Centenary Festival 2006

20 Swamibapa’s continuous meditation lasting 13 days 2007

21 Establishment of the grand temple in Maninagar 2011

22 Swamibapa’s golden jubilee 2013

23 Grand conference of the Akhil Bharat Sadhu 

Samaj held in Ahmedabad 2014

24 Shree Ghanshyam Maharaj, Maninagar – 

Rajat (25) Pratishtha Festival 2025

25 Bapashree’s Shat-rajat (125) Jayanti Festival 2026

26 Swamibapa’s first world tour 2026

27 Swamibapa’s continuous meditation lasting 61 days 2028

28 Suvarna Jayanti Smruti Festival 2028

29 Physical embodiment of Shree Swaminarayan Gadi 2028

30 Salvation-granting pilgrimage of Northern India 2029
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Match the Episodes

Individual Episode
Markandeya Rishi Performed the naming 

ceremony of Lord Shree 

Ghanshyam Maharaj

Lord Shree Ghanshyam Maharaj Ate all the shopkeeper’s 

sweets

Lord Shree Ghanshyam Maharaj Advocated the Vishishtadwait 

philosophy during the Kashi 

convention of scholars

Shree Nilkanthvarni Separated the assemblies of 

men and women

Shree Ramanand Swami Appointed Shree Sahajanand 

Swami as leader of the Faith

Shree Sahajanand Swami Established a common 

appearance and behaviour 

amongst those within the Faith

Shree Sahajanand Swami Revealed the Swaminarayan 

name

Shree Vyapkanand Swami Brought Daha Khachar’s mare 

back to life

Shree Khushal Bhatt Placed the tiger in a trance

Shree Khushal Bhatt Granted life to the Brahmin’s 

son and cow

Shree Gopalanand Swami Placed Nemivijayji in a trance

Shree Brahmanand Swami Built a grand Mandir in Muli

Shree Nirgundasji Swami Transformed the heart 

of Dolatsang

Shree Abji Bapashree Gave divine dates to his 

father to eat
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Individual Episode
Shree Abji Bapashree Established the

Satsang Mahasabha

Shree Ishwarcharandasji Swami Collated the Rahasyarth 

Pradeepika Tika on the 

Vachanamrut scripture

Shree Ishwarcharandasji Swami Gave initiation as an ascetic 

to Swamibapa

Shree Ishwarcharandasji Swami Laid the foundation stone of 

Maninagar Mandir

Jeevanpran Swamibapa Defeated opponents in 

scriptural debate

Jeevanpran Swamibapa Installed Lord Shree 

Ghanshyam Maharaj in 

Maninagar Mandir

Jeevanpran Swamibapa Spread the principles of 

Bapashree around the world

Jeevanpran Swamibapa Gave a physical embodiment to

Shree Swaminarayan Gadi
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Section G
Short Notes

1 – Divine Ordination
Out of sheer mercy and divine grace, the Supreme Lord Shree

Swaminarayan willed to manifest upon the Earth to fulfil the devotional

desires and wishes of His loving devotees and grant them His divine

parental compassion, destroy irreligion and rejuvenate the religious

decree (dharma), explain His supreme spiritual knowledge to true

aspirants of salvation and to take them to His Akshardham. In order to

liberate the souls, who had become inflicted by the illusion of Maya

and free them from the endless ocean of repeated birth and death, the

supreme Lord, deliberated with His Muktas in Akshardham about

coming onto the Earth. 

The Muktas humbly prayed, “Oh Lord! Only You are able to remove

the miseries of souls. No-one other than You is able to liberate souls

and bestow upon them the state of Anadi-mukta.” Hearing the humble

words of the Muktas, the Lord replied, “What you say is indeed true.

However, the souls have become trapped in the illusion of Maya. They

will need to recognise who I am, won’t they? How will they recognise

that I am the supreme Lord? Until they recognise Me, they will not

come to Me. People relate to and have affection for others who are

like them. 

Therefore, accompany Me onto the Earth and become like them.

Having become like them, you should worship Me and introduce the

souls to Me.” The Muktas once again humbly prayed, “Dear Lord! To

liberate souls is Your work. Merely by performing the vartman

ceremony to the souls, You are able to liberate them from their material

body and award them the status of Mukta.” The Lord smiled as He

heard the humble requests of His Muktas and said, “My dear Muktas!

If I call a soul to Me and perform the vartman ceremony, his body will

cease. Others will see this and immediately flee in fear of death. So

people will not come to Me. 
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Then, whose salvation will we perform? Therefore dear Muktas! You

must become like those humans and come with Me to the

Bharatkhand. Let the souls become attracted to Me. Then, we will do

just as you say. However, the process needs to be performed in

phases. When the souls have become affiliated with you, we will reveal

the reality. We will perform the Vartman ceremony, ensure their

physical bodies are discarded and that they attain a divine form and

status of the Anadi-muktas.” In this manner, the Lord deliberated with

His Muktas and gave darshan in a human form upon the Earth in the

Bharatkhand.

2 – Destruction of Kalidutt
Baby Lord Shree Ghanshyam attracted everyone’s inclination towards

Him and everyone took great pleasure in playing Him. They would

carry Him, kiss Him, and cuddle Him. As time passed, Lord

Ghanshyam started to take His first few steps. He was soon running,

purifying the ground with each step. When Shree Hari entered His third

year, the Chowl-sanskar ceremony was performed during which His

hair was cut for the first time. 

As a part of the ceremony, His parents held a feast to which many

Brahmins had been invited. Whilst His parents were busy with the

hospitalities of serving their guests, Lord Ghanshyam played with His

friends. As they played, the children drifted Him away to a park on the

outskirts of the town. Kalidatt, an evil demon versed in the ways of

black magic, arrived. Using his black magic, Kalidatt disguised himself

as a child and started to play with Lord Shree Ghanshyam and His

friends. He then scared the Lord’s friends away by showing them his

bulging eyes, reptilian tongue, and menacing face. Seeing the baby

Lord alone under a tree, Kalidatt approached Him with a view to kill

Him. 

However, the Lord of the entire universe, who is feared by everyone

who opposes Him, looked up at Kalidatt with glaring eyes and

unleashed a torrent of fire, striking and burning the evil Kalidatt who

SwaminarayanGadi.com



Sanskar Deepika Part - 4 39

retreated in pain. Kalidatt then cast a spell to create a fierce storm. He

turned himself into a terrifying and gigantic monster. With all his might,

the monster fell onto the tree under which the baby Lord Shree

Ghanshyam was sitting. 

The tree snapped and fell, but it fell in such a way that it formed a

protective canopy over the baby Lord. Kalidatt lost consciousness,

thus losing his ability to regain his normal form. The storm he had

created took hold of his enormous body and thrashed it against the

trees. Kalidatt stumbled and fell to the ground, covered in blood, and

died in agony. By killing the demon Kalidatt in His childhood, the Lord

relieved the Earth from evil and removed the cause of misery

throughout the entire region.

3 – Shree Nilkanthvarni’s Forest Expedition
When He was 11 years old, Lord Shree Ghanshyam enlightened His

parents with the knowledge of His true identity. Their physical bodies

died and He granted them a divine status. Without the consent of His

relatives, He assumed the guise of a brahmachari and left home. He

embarked on a forest expedition (van-vicharan) to bestow salvation

upon innumerable souls. During His journey He passed through

Badrinath, Kedarnath, Muktanath and many other places, where He

came across many ascetics practising austerities. 

To teach them the correct method of performing these acts of self-

discipline, He too performed acts of strict austerity. He stood on one

foot in the intense cold during constant snowfall. In this manner, He

taught the ascetics the manner of true asceticism. He remained with

a sage by the name of Gopal Yogi under the pretext of wanting to learn

yoga. Whenever Gopal Yogi faltered in his yogic practices, Shree

Nilkanthvarni taught him the way to complete them. Eventually, He

gave Gopal Yogi the lustrous darshan of His divine sakar Murti.

Commanding Gopal Yogi to blow a conch shell, He made all the wild

animals and predators flee from the region in which the sound was

audible, and in this manner, He saved the forest people from the wild
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animals that had been preying on their livestock.

Moving on, Shree Nilkanthvarni arrived at the city of Sirpur. By His will,

Shree Nilkanthvarni created a storm of ferocious winds and lashing

rain. Unable to withstand the elements, one by one, the hypocritical,

arrogant and deceitful ascetics living in the region all retreated into the

city to take refuge. In this manner, He removed the arrogance of these

so-called ascetics, and granted the promise of eternal salvation to the

ruler of Sirpur, King Siddhvallabh. Continuing His forest expedition,

Nilkanthvarni plunged into a four-mile wide river and let its current

carry Him away. 

Eventually, after coming out of the river, He emerged at the foot of

Mount Navlakha where He blessed the nine hundred thousand

ascetics who lived there and thereby rewarded them for practising their

austerities and yoga. Passing through Balvakund and Kapilashram,

He arrived at Jagannathpuri, where there lived a large community of

demons, disguised as sages. By refusing to pluck the fresh plant from

the ground as commanded by the sages, Shree Nilkanthvarni

instigated a fierce quarrel amongst these demons in which thousands

were slain. In this manner, He removed more evil from the Earth.

Shree Nilkanthvarni continued His journey to Manaspur. Here, the King

Satradharma honourably welcomed Him to the kingdom. Some of the

surviving demons came from Jagannathpuri and reached Manaspur

where they saw Shree Nilkanthvarni. 

Through the King and the might of his fierce army, Shree Nilkanthvarni

destroyed the demons. Shree Nilkanthvarni promised to grant

salvation to King Satradharma before continuing His expedition. He

travelled to Kanyakumari Rameshwaram and from there He crossed

the Konkan range of mountains and the Western regions of India.

Eventually, Shree Nilkanthvarni arrived to grace the soil of Gujarat. He

sat at the edge of a well in a village called Loj in Saurashtra.
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4 – Divine Darshan Granted to the Merchant from Sindh
Sadguru Shree Ramanand Swami travelled from Bhuj to Piplana.

Shree Nilkanthvarni and Shree Muktanand Swami also arrived in

Piplana. Here, Shree Ramanand Swami and Shree Nilkanthvarni met

for the first time. Shree Ramanand Swami lifted up Shree Nilkanthvarni

and affectionately embraced Him. Shree Ramanand Swami gazed into

Shree Nilkanth Varni’s lotus face and tears of love rolled from his eyes.

The entire congregation watched this delightful occurrence. 

Shree Ramanand Swami took his seat and Shree Nilkanthvarni sat

before him. Meanwhile, a merchant from the Sindh region came to the

village. As soon as he entered the village, he experienced a divine

peace and tranquillity, and his worldly thoughts and volitions all

subsided. He thought, “God or a divine prophet must be present in this

village.” He enquired in the village, “Has God or a prophet come to this

village?” One villager said, “Go to Narshi Mehta’s home. Many sants

have come there. One of them may be God or a prophet.”

The merchant reached Narshi Mehta’s home where he saw Shree

Ramanand Swami and Shree Nilkanthvarni. As soon as Shree

Nilkanthvarni’s gaze fell on the merchant, he fell into a trance in which

he witnessed Shree Nilkanthvarni seated on a majestic throne and

Shree Ramanand Swami bowing in obeisance to Him. Upon

awakening from the trance, the merchant asked, “You Hindus follow a

strange practice! The disciple sits on a throne whilst God sits on the

floor!” 

Shree Ramanand Swami said, “It is a Hindu tradition that when God

is in the guise of a devotee, He sits on the floor, just like the sage

Vashishta Rishi sat on a prominent seat whilst Ramchandraji sat

before him in a lower position.” Shree Ramanand Swami’s answer left

the merchant speechless. He bowed, first to Shree Nilkanthvarni and

then to Shree Ramanand Swami, and then, having experienced divine

happiness, he left the assembly.

SwaminarayanGadi.com



442 Sanskar Deepika Part - 4

5 – Revelation of the Swaminarayan Name
In Samvat 1858 Magshar Sud 13, Shree Ramanand Swami withdrew

his human appearance in the village of Faneni. On the 14th day after

Shree Ramanand Swami’s departure, a vast assembly of followers

from all over the country gathered there.

Firstly, Shree Sahajanand Swami consoled all the grieving disciples

due to the loss of their Guru. He said, “The manifestation of great

personages is purely for the salvation of souls. They are independent,

and do not appear and disappear as a result of the influence of their

karma. Manifesting and their apparent death is just another part of

their divine episodes.” Addressing the congregation, Shree

Sahajanand Swami then said, “Dear Sants! You all dress in different

ways so it seems that there is no uniformity amongst us. 

Therefore, from today, I wish to instigate a common manner of

dressing. Oh Sants! From today, you should all wear a dhoti and

gatadiu. You should wear a turban (pagh) on your head. All this

clothing should be un-sewn and saffron coloured. It should be the

same for you all. Through your appearance, you will be distinguishable

from all others wherever you go. You should apply an upright tilak and

kumkum chandlo on your forehead.”

“Dear Sants! You are all disciples of the one guru yet you have different

ways of worship. You must chant, contemplate, and worship the one

and only name that I will shortly reveal. First of all, you must hear about

its greatness.” Having said this, He continued, “Those who chant it,

wholeheartedly and with true faith, will be alleviated of all their sins.

Yamduts will be banished away by it, and the effects of poison from a

venomous snake will be eradicated. Such is the glory of that sacred

name.”

“My parents, Markandeya Rishi and Shree Ramanand Swami gave

Me different names but no-one discovered My true and original name.

There are many names for deities, including Narayan, Surya-narayan,
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Vairat-narayan, Laxmi-narayan, etc. I am the Master (Swami) and

controller of all these deities (narayans). Therefore, My name is

‘Swaminarayan’.”

In this manner, Shree Sahajanand Swami established a unique

manner of worshipping for all Sants and disciples and revealed His

salvation-granting, elite name.

6 – Affirmation of Shree Vyapkanand Swami’s Faith
Sadguru Shree Ramanand Swami handed over the leadership of the

Faith to Shree Sahajanand Swami and then withdrew his human

appearance. On the 14th day after Shree Ramanand Swami’s

departure, Shree Sahajanand Swami revealed His true, eternal name,

‘Swaminarayan’. Many people fell into trances due to the prowess of

that name. 

Those who firmly believed that Shree Ramanand Swami was their God

were not prepared to accept Him as being the true, supreme Lord.

Shree Vyapkanand Swami and Shree Swaroopanand Swami were two

such Sants. Shree Swaroopanand Swami said, “Vyapkanand! This

Nilkanth has started to call Himself Swaminarayan. Not only that, but

He has also announced that He is the supreme Lord Himself. I will

only chant ‘Ramanand, Ramanand’.” 

After a long discussion, both Sants decided to go elsewhere and then

fell asleep. During the night, they both had the same dream in which

they saw Shree Ramanand Swami praying to Lord Shree

Swaminarayan. He said, “I worship Him as my Lord. So you too should

do the same.” As soon as the dream was over, both the Sants awoke

and started to discuss what they had just experienced. 

They agreed, “Before He tries any more of His tricks let us get away

from here and go elsewhere.” The next morning, Lord Shree

Swaminarayan was presiding amongst an assembly. The two Sants

arrived for one final darshan and sat amongst the congregation. Just
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then, a devotee came to perform adoration. He had a bowl of

sandalwood paste, a garland and an aarti with him. The Lord told the

devotee to leave all the offerings beside Him and take a seat in the

congregation. 

Lord Shree Swaminarayan then said, “Vyapkanand Swami! We are

both the disciples of the same guru. In this respect, we are brothers.

Today, you are going to leave us. Will you not perform pooja to Me

before you go?” Vyapkanand Swami came forward to perform the

pooja. As soon as he dipped his finger into the bowl of sandalwood

paste, Lord Shree Swaminarayan showed the 24 incarnations and

Muktas emerge from His Murti. Lord Shree Swaminarayan said,

“Swami! Perform the pooja to all these incarnations and Muktas

simultaneously.” Vyapkanand Swami became confused and asked,

“How is that possible?” Lord Shree Swaminarayan replied, “Utter the

name of the one whom you believe to be God and pray to him, that if

he is the supreme 

Lord, then by his prowess, may you assume numerable forms.”

Vyapkanand Swami proceeded to utter the name of each and every

incarnation with this thought. But all was in vain. Finally he said, “If

Shree Swaminarayan, is the supreme Lord, then by His prowess, may

I assume multiple forms.” Instantly, he assumed multiple forms and

was able to perform the adoration. Again Vyapkanand Swami uttered

the same words and all his numerable forms were merged into one.

With true emotion, Shree Vyapkanand Swami begged for forgiveness,

“Oh, Lord Shree Swaminarayan! We are ignorant. Keep us under Your

shelter.” The Lord accepted their prayers. In this manner, the Lord

affirmed the faith of both Sants. Through Vyapkanand Swami, the Lord

sent Bhumapurush and his muktas to the divine abode.

7 – Glory of the Swaminarayan Name
The glory of the ‘Swaminarayan’ name is boundless. This is because

this name was revealed by the supreme Shree Sahajanand Swami

Himself. Describing the glory of that name, Lord Shree Swaminarayan
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Himself says that whoever utters the name Swaminarayan will have

their sins burned away. The Lord is referred to by many names in

various scriptures, but this is the supreme name of the Lord. Reciting

the name Swaminarayan just once, is equivalent to reciting the names

of deities or incarnations thousands of times. 

The fruits attained by the mere utterance of this name are

indescribable. This six-syllable mantra is so powerful that it fulfils the

ultimate aims of human life. It brings bliss and destroys all sorrows,

ultimately it bestows Akshardham. This name is a hundred thousand

times more powerful than the Gayatri mantra. This magnitude can only

be comprehended by Mahesh (Shiv). Wherever Muktas reside, it is

only this mantra that is recited. The glory of this mantra is so great that

if it is heard at the last moments of one’s life, even a sinful person attains

salvation. This mantra dispels evil spirits and enlightens true wisdom. Yam

will be repelled away from whoever chants this mantra. The name

Swaminarayan, whether uttered in reverence or with evil sentiment,

grants eternal salvation. 

Just as water washes away bodily dirt, this mantra cleanses one

internally (i.e. the soul). Even if those who are extremely sinful persons

start to chant the Swaminarayan name, they become cleansed and

experience extraordinary divine peace.

This six-syllable mantra is the epitome of all six principle Hindu

scriptures, it enables a soul to transgress the ocean of life and death.

Throughout the entire year and every day, this mantra should be

recited whilst performing every deed. Whether your body is in a

purified state or in an impure state, this name should be remembered

daily with love. Those who have committed numerous great sins, and

abused Brahmins, cows or Sants, are ashamed even to speak the

name Swaminarayan.

In this manner, the Swaminarayan name is boundless. Within Kaliyug,

this is Mantra is what bestows salvation.
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8 – The Faith of Shree Muktanand Swami in the Lord
Sadguru Shree Ramanand Swami withdrew his human appearance.

Then, Shree Sahajanand Swami revealed His true, eternal name,

‘Swaminarayan’. Many people fell into trances due to the prowess of

that name. They believed that Sahajanand Swami had devised some

kind of black magic or had invoked the ghost Babro with which He was

brainwashing everyone. These people regarded Shree Ramanand

Swami as God and were not prepared to accept that Shree Sahajanand

Swami was the supreme Lord. 

They felt, ‘After Shree Ramanand Swami’s departure, this Sahajanand

has ruined everything. He portrays Himself to be God and has given a

new name for worshipping Him.” Sadguru Shree Muktanand Swami

was one of these non-believers. He prayed to Shree Ramanand

Swami, “Instil some understanding into Shree Sahajanand Swami.”

Once, Shree Muktanand Swami was in the village of Kalvani. Early

one morning, Shree Muktanand Swami was performing his daily

ablutions near a pit. All of a sudden, he saw a lustrous figure

approaching him from an Easterly direction. Amidst the lustre was a

figure that was travelling one yard off the ground. As the figure

approached, he realised who it was and exclaimed, “Oh! It is my guru,

my Lord, Ramanand Swami.”

Shree Muktanand Swami bowed and prostrated in reverence before

his guru’s feet. He then said, “After your departure, Sahajanand has

ruined everything. He is now being worshipped as God.” Shree

Ramanand Swami replied, “Muktanand! You have forgotten my words!

I used to say that I am merely the drumbeater, awakening all who seek

salvation to the imminent arrival of the supreme Lord. That supreme

God is Shree Sahajanand Swami – Lord Shree Swaminarayan. He

has finally arrived. He is the paramount Lord to whom I offer my

worship. You too should worship Him.”

After saying this, Shree Ramanand Swami placed his hand on Shree

Muktanand Swami’s head and relieved him from his grief. In this
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manner, by the grace of his guru, Shree Muktanand Swami developed

a deep faith in Lord Shree Swaminarayan.

9 – Khushal Bhatt Places a Tiger into Trance
In the scripture, Shree Swaminarayan Gadi, many miraculous

episodes performed by the Lord’s spiritual heir, Sadguru Shree

Gopalanand Swamibapa have been narrated. Sadguru Shree

Gopalanand Swamibapa’s name before he became a Sant was

Khushal Bhatt. Even before his initiation, he revealed many miracles.

Once, in the early hours of the day, a Brahmin’s son was taking his

cow to drink water from the river. 

All of a sudden, a tiger came out of the forest and attacked them. Both

were killed. The growling tiger stood there. Commotion and uproar

arose throughout the village. Hearing the news of his son, the dead

boy’s father became distraught. He decided that life was no longer

worth living without his one and only child. Lamenting in grief he

decided to confront the tiger. People tried to restrain him from doing

so, but he did not listen. At that time, merciful Khushal Bhatt appeared

on the scene and stopped him. The Brahmin fell down at Khushal

Bhatt’s feet and wept. Having consoled the Brahmin, Khushal

Bhatt approached the tiger and slapped it on its face. The tiger

immediately fell to the ground in a dizzy haze and was led into a

trance, during which it was reminded of its previous births. When it

awoke, it proceeded to honour Khushal Bhatt by performing

pradakshina to him. The tiger then sat down on its knees in front of

Khushal Bhatt. Khushal Bhatt commanded, “From today onwards, give

up violence and savageness. Whenever you are hungry, you should

come to the village and show the villagers your belly. Knowing you are

hungry, they will all give you food.” Accepting His commands, the tiger

bowed in obeisance and retreated into the forest. Khushal Bhatt then

sprinkled some water over the dead boy and the cow. Both became

alive again.

SwaminarayanGadi.com



448 Sanskar Deepika Part - 4

Thereafter, whenever the tiger became hungry, it would come into the

village and show everyone its belly. Everyone gave food to the tiger.

The children soon became so acquainted and friendly with the tiger

that they started to play with it. Shree Khushal Bhatt showed numerous

such miraculous events. 

10 – Amazing Divine Prowess of the Four Sadgurus
Amongst a vast assembly of Sants and disciples, Lord Shree

Swaminarayan asked Sadguru Shree Muktanand Swami, Sadguru

Shree Brahmanand Swami, Sadguru Shree Nityanand Swami and

Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa, “Reveal the amazing divine

prowess that you possess.” Due to Shreejimaharaj’s command, Shree

Muktanand Swami stood up and with joined hands, he humbly said,

“Oh Maharaj! However sceptical and stonehearted a person may be,

if they listen to my preaching, their conscience becomes pure and they

will be diverted to the moral path of God. By your grace, such amazing

prowess exists in me.” 

Then, Sadguru Shree Brahmanand Swami described his prowess and

said, “Oh Maharaj! Whenever I compose poems about devotion unto

You, religious decree and spiritual knowledge, I do not have to think

about the words. The words spontaneously come to me. There is

never a mistake regarding the rules of poetry in any of the poems.

There is no-one who can compete with my poetic genius. Such an

amazing prowess exists in me, by Your divine grace.” 

Then, Sadguru Shree Nityanand Swami stood up and humbly said,

“Oh Maharaj! This Bharatkhand is divided into four main spiritual

regions. If any scholar from any of these places debates with me about

the interpretation of the scriptures, they will never be able to defeat

me. By Your grace, I possess such amazing scholastic prowess.”

The assembly now turned its attention to Sadguru Shree Gopalanand

Swamibapa, as he humbly prepared to speak with joined hands. They

became eager to know which great characteristic this amazing and
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Swamibapa said, “Oh Maharaj! In this world, it is said that nothing is

possible without the will of God. By your grace, I am able to do anything

that I wish. Such amazing prowess exists in me by Your grace.”

Lord Shree Swaminarayan gently smiled. He stood up, lovingly

embraced Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa and said, “Swami!

I am indeed aware of all your greatness.”

In this manner, the Lord explained the amazing divine greatness of

His four eminent and closest Sadgurus.

111 – Dada Khachar’s Divine Darshan
Lord Shree Swaminarayan imparted His eternal spiritual knowledge

and relieved souls from the miseries of worldly illusions. He

established the Ekantik-dharma and commenced the unprecedented

practice of bestowing eternal salvation. He gave darshan in a human

form for forty-nine years, two months and one day, and in Samvat 1886

Jeth Sud 10, He renounced His human form through His own will. A

piercing bolt of grief inflicted all the loving disciples. 

Many disciples fainted and many lost their sanity. Remorse spread

everywhere. Every atom in the atmosphere was tearful. Who could

make everyone understand? Who would console them? Sadguru

Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa was indeed, in the place of Shreeji,

and he consoled and relieved them from their grief. His words

comforted everyone’s hearts. 

However, Dada Khachar was inconsolable due to his intense love for

the Lord. He realised that he would no longer have the Lord’s darshan

and felt, “The Lord is my life. Now that He has gone, there is nothing

in this world for me to live for.” He ran towards to the cremation pyre

to die. Two sants stopped him and took him to Sadguru Shree

Gopalanand Swamibapa. Dada Khachar burst into tears as he fell at

Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa’s lotus feet and cried,

“Swami! My God has gone. How can I survive without Him?”
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Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa said, “Dada! The Lord has

not gone. He is always present here. If you want proof of this, go to

the place where He used to sit.” Dada Khachar had faith in the words

of Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa and immediately, he went

to where Lord Shree Swaminarayan used to sit. There, he received

the darshan of the merciful Lord Shree Swaminarayan. He was gently

smiling. 

As if a new lease of life had entered Dada Khachar, he ran and fell at

the lotus feet of Lord Shree Swaminarayan. The Lord lifted him up and

said, “For so many years I lived with you. Still, you think of Me as

human! Do you think I have gone? I am always present. Whatever

Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swami says, is what I am saying. To fulfil

his words, I have given you this darshan.” Saying this, Lord Shree

Swaminarayan gave him the rose garland that He was wearing and

said, “Preserve this.” He then withdrew His darshan. In this manner,

due to the words spoken by Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa,

Lord Shree Swaminarayan gave darshan to Dada Khachar.

12 – Prowess Revealed to Nemivijayji 
The supremacy and glory of Lord Shree Swaminarayan was spread

everywhere by the Sants and disciples in numerous different ways.

Due to the rapid spread of the Faith, there were some who developed

enmity towards anyone who accepted the Swaminarayan religion and

became disciples. Those individuals would harass anyone who

became disciples.

Lord Shree Swaminarayan’s disciple, Bhaga Doshi lived in Botad. A

Jain ascetic constantly harassed Bhaga Doshi. He used to say, “God

cannot exist in Kali-yug. You have been deceived into believing such

hypocrisy.” 

Once, Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa came to Botad. Bhaga

Doshi went to welcome him from the outskirts of the village and

explained his predicament. Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa
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entered the village boundary, he met that Jain ascetic Nemivijayji. The

ascetic asked Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa, “Who are

you?” Swami replied, “I am the God; the controller of the entire

universe.” Nemivijayji was startled and asked again, “Then who is

Shree Swaminarayan?” Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa

replied,

“He is my God.” With his merciful gaze, Sadguru Shree Gopalanand

Swamibapa looked towards Nemivijayji. He immediately fell into a

trance and dropped to the floor. In the trance, he saw Lord Shree

Swaminarayan and Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa presiding

on a divine Gadi surrounded by an aura of great lustre. He also had

the darshan of the twenty-four Jain prophets (tirthankars), who were

standing before the Lord, humbly worshipping and praying to Him. 

From there, Nemivijayji was taken to Yampuri where he experienced

overwhelming pain and suffering. As a result of the pain, his body

started to be thrown around on the floor. His disciple munis began to

pray to Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa, “It is our mistake,

forgive us. Have mercy and save us from our errors.” Sadguru Shree

Gopalanand Swamibapa looked towards the ascetic and awakened

Nemivijayji from the trance. He immediately bowed in obeisance and

said, “Oh Swami! What you say is indeed the truth. You are God, and

your God is Lord Shree Swaminarayan. I had witnessed this in the

trance. Forgive me for my errors.” Merciful Sadguru Shree

Gopalanand Swamibapa showed compassion towards him and

forgave him. 

Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa granted divine darshan to

the Jain ascetic and also punished him in Yampuri. In this way, he

stopped the ascetic from harassing disciples of the Faith.

SSanskar Deepika Part - 4 51

SwaminarayanGadi.com



552 Sanskar Deepika Part - 4

13 – Murti Installation Ceremony in Muli
After Purna Purushottam Lord Shree Swaminarayan withdrew His

human darshan, the first two temples to have completed construction

were those in the town Muli, and another in the village of Dholera. The

Murti installation ceremony was to be performed in both temples.

Shree Brahmanand Swami and Shree Ayodhyaprasadji Maharaj met

to decide about the arrangements for the Murti installation ceremony. 

They agreed, “The Murti installation ceremony must be performed by

Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa, because he is in the place

of Shreeji.” Shree Brahmanand Swami himself went to Gadhada to

invite Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa to perform the Murti

installation at Muli Mandir. Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa

was not physically well. Furthermore, it had already been decided that

he would perform the Murti installation ceremony in the temple at

Dholera on the day after the day that Brahmanand Swami intended to

perform the Murti installation in Muli. Still, due to the requests and

arrangements made by Shree Brahmanand Swami, Sadguru Shree

Gopalanand Swamibapa agreed to go.

As soon as Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa entered Muli

Mandir, Shree Ayodhyaprasadji Maharaj ceremonially greeted him. As

soon as he saw the temple at Muli, Sadguru Shree Gopalanand

Swamibapa exclaimed, “Brahm Muni! You have built a temple that

touches the sky!” These words startled Shree Brahmanand Swami

because when Sadguru Shree Brahmanand Swami commenced the

construction work for the temple of Muli, Lord Shree Swaminarayan

came to lay the foundation stone. Seeing the vast area acquired for

the temple, the Lord said, “Brahm Muni! Are you going to build a

temple that touches the sky?” 

These words, and the words of Sadguru Shree Gopalanand

Swamibapa sounded so alike that Sadguru Shree Brahmanand Swami

began to stare at Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa’s lotus face

in amazement. He saw the gently smiling divine face of Lord Shree
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Sadguru Shree Brahmanand Swami immediately fell at Sadguru

Shree Gopalanand Swami’s lotus feet in reverence. Both Sadgurus

held hands and walked around the temple. As soon as the droves of

ardent followers who had come to celebrate the ceremony they saw

Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa, they cheered loudly with

great delight. Seeing so many people, 

Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa asked, “Brahm Muni! So

many followers have gathered here. Have you made sufficient

arrangements for their meal?” Shree Brahmanand Swami showed him

the heaps of confectionery. Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa

said, “There is plenty of food here. It will be sufficient, regardless of

the number of people that will come and eat.” The following day, the

Murti installation was performed by the sacred hands of Sadguru

Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa and then, according to the

arrangements made by Shree Brahmanand Swami, he departed for

Dholera.

In this manner, Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa accepted the

requests of Shree Brahmanand Swami and performed the Murti

installation at Muli Mandir with great joy and ceremony. Everyone

experienced the presence of Lord Shree Swaminarayan in Sadguru

Shree Gopalanand Swamibapa.

114 – Dolatsang’s Transformation
On the banks of the River Mesvo is a village called Lavad. Dolatsang,

was the chief of that village. Once, Sadguru Shree Nirgundasji

Swamibapa was travelling through the region for the spread of the

Faith. He reached Lavad village and decided to bathe in the River

Mesvo with his Sants. All of a sudden they heard a loud commotion.

Abuse and stones were hurtled towards them. The Sants began to

chant the ‘Swaminarayan’ name and retreated from the river.

According to this command of the Lord, Sadguru Shree Nirgundasji

Swamibapa willed to grant salvation to Dolatsang.

Sanskar Deepika Part - 4 53

SwaminarayanGadi.com



554 Sanskar Deepika Part - 4

Some time passed. The occasion came for Takhubha, Dolatsang’s one

and only son to be married. The village of Lavad was filled with joy

and celebration. The melodious sound of sharnais echoed throughout

the village. During the evening, the bridegroom’s procession

proceeded through the entire village. The celebrations continued late

into the night. Eventually, everyone became exhausted and they soon

fell fast asleep. Just before daybreak, Takhubha woke up from his bed

to urinate. He went to the backyard of the house. As he was returning

after urinating under a large tamarind tree, he stepped on something

that felt smooth and soft and screamed in fright. 

The landlords of the Mevas who were asleep were awakened by the

horrible screams and rushed to the back of the house where they saw

a deadly black cobra bite Takhubha and then quickly retreat into the

hollow portion of the tamarind tree. Takhubha’s body became pale and

rigid, just like glass and fell onto the ground. Instead of the celebratory

melodies, the atmosphere was filled with the sad songs of mourning.

The distressed Dolatsang began to cry and exclaimed, “Save my son!

I will grant you anything you ask for!” Various conjurers and

practitioners of black magic tried to save his son, but their efforts were

in vain. All their spells failed to save Takhubha’s life.

All of a sudden, amidst the darkness of despair, came a ray of hope.

From the direction of the riverbank, the sound of chanting,

‘Swaminarayan, Swaminarayan’ could be heard. Sadguru Shree

Nirgundasji Swamibapa had returned to the river with his Sants after

much travelling, during which they propagated religion to society. They

were bathing in the river and melodiously chanting the name

‘Swaminarayan’.

Hearing this, Dolatsang enthusiastically rushed to the river and bowed

down at Sadguru Shree Nirgundasji Swamibapa’s lotus feet. With

tears flowing from his eyes, he begged for forgiveness. As he cried,

he described the dire situation that he had faced as a consequence of

his misdemeanours against Sadguru Shree Nirgundasji Swamibapa

and pleaded for mercy. Sadguru Shree Nirgundasji Swamibapa
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accepted his prayers and went to his home with all the Sants.

Everyone sat around the pale, weak and unconscious Takhubha, and

started chanting the sacred ‘Swaminarayan’ name. Sadguru Shree

Nirgundasji Swamibapa sat in meditation. The chanting of the supreme

mantra Shree Swaminarayan continued. Everyone witnessed the

amazing potency in this supreme mantra. 

The black cobra hissed and slithered out from the hollow portion of

the dense tamarind tree. The cobra stared at Sadguru Shree

Nirgundasji Swamibapa  and then jumped up and hurtled towards

Takhubha’s leg. The cobra sucked out all the poison from where it had

previously bitten him, and then disappeared back into the tamarind

tree. Immediately, Takhubha stretched out and then sat up. The crowd

exclaimed with cheer. Dolatsang and Takhubha both wept profusely

and fell before Sadguru Shree Nirgundasji Swamibapa’s lotus feet.

Sadguru Shree Nirgundasji Swamibapa freed Dolatsang from his

addictions and then performed vartman to him. Having transformed

him into a disciple, Sadguru Shree Nirgundasji Swamibapa accepted

his food.

115 – Disciple Mita’s Determination of the Lord’s Supremacy
Whilst on a religious tour, Sadguru Shree Ishwarcharandasj

Swamibapa arrived at a village and stayed there for a night. A disciple

named Mitha lived in that village. He was over 100 years old and had

met Lord Shree Swaminarayan when He was giving darshan in a

human form. He had taken a vow to offer a meal (thal) to every Sant

that came to his village. 

He came to know that some Sants had arrived at the temple, so he

went for darshan requested Sadguru Bapa to accept a meal on his

behalf. Sadguru Bapa said that they would be leaving early the next

morning. Disciple Mitha begged, “I have taken a vow to offer meal to

every Sant who comes here. Have mercy on me and allow me to keep

my vow.”  Hearing disciple Mitha’s affectionate request, Sadguru Bapa

accepted his wish. Disciple Mitha became extremely pleased.
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Sadguru Bapa was having discussions about the sacred scriptures

with other disciples. During those talks, one of the devotees said,

“Swami! This disciple Mitha has met Shreejimaharaj.” Sadguru Bapa

asked him, “Disciple Mitha! Have you recognised Shreejimaharaj?” He

replied, “How can I have not recognised Him? He used to play with

me.” Once again Sadguru Bapa asked, “How great do you understand

Shreejimaharaj to be?” 

The disciple replied, “Lord Shree Swaminarayan is none other than

Shree Krishna himself.” Sadguru Bapa exclaimed, “You have not

recognised the Lord at all! Where is the status of Lord Shree

Swaminarayan? And where is the status of Shree Krishna? Above

Shree Krishna are the categories of Vasudevbrahm. Above these are

the categories of Mulakshar. Above these are the categories of the

Param-ekantik-muktas who live in the abode, i.e. in the vicinity of Lord

Shree Swaminarayan. Above these are the Anadi-muktas who reside

within the Murti. The master of all these, is Lord Shree Swaminarayan.”

In this manner, Sadguru Bapa explained the true supremacy of Lord

Shree Swaminarayan to disciple Mitha. By the grace of Sadguru Bapa,

the tenets of the supreme upasana became firmly embedded in his

heart. He became filled with emotion and cried, “Swami! You have

eliminated my misconception. The reward of my vow has been given

to me today.

Shreejimaharaj has sent you here for me. Until today, all those who

came here praised me. But you have given me the true perspective

and have rectified my ignorance.” The next day, Sadguru Bapa

accepted his meal. Having explained the supremacy of Lord Shree

Swaminarayan to disciple Mitha, Sadguru Bapa granted him divine

bliss in the Murti of Lord Shree Swaminarayan.

16 – Establishment of Maninagar Dham
The time had come to establish the headquarters from where the

supreme glory, commandments and upasana of Lord Shree

Swaminarayan, as explained by Jeevanpran Bapashree, could flourish
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for all eternity. For that purpose, Sadguru Shree Ishwarcharandasji

Swamibapa established a Trust and named it Shree Swaminarayan

Siddhant Uttejak Trust (the Trust for the encouragement of the

principles of Lord Shree Swaminarayan. A piece of land was acquired

by this trust in Maninagar. 

Laying the foundation stone there, the assembly sat under the shade

of a mango tree. Sadguru Bapa said, ““This is a sacred site. Whenever

Lord Shree Swaminarayan travelled from Khokhra Mahemdavad and

to the Western villages of Dashkoshi. He would come here and rest

under this very mango tree and forecast, ‘The Sampraday will flourish

in a remarkable manner from this site. The gateway to eternal salvation

(aatyantik-moksh) will remain open from here.’ Today, we have laid the

foundation stone of the temple at that very same site. Purna

Purushottam Lord Shree Swaminarayan will preside here and ensure

that the words He had spoken here come true. This will become the

headquarters of Jeevanpran Bapashree’s tenets. From here, the

principles will be spread throughout the entire world.”

Under Swamibapa’s direction, a small single storey temple was swiftly

constructed. Three rooms had also been constructed to the North side

of the temple. On the auspicious day of Samvat 1999 Shravan Vad 5,

Jeevanpran Swamibapa arrived at Maninagar and stayed in one of the

three small rooms. Murtis of Shree Sahajanand Swami and Bapashree

were brought and situation in the Mandir. There were no cooking

utensils to make an offering to the Murtis. So Swamibapa had to make

a saucepan by cutting an empty kerosene tin. When a Sant went to

get some coal to fuel the fire and opened the sack, a line of scorpions

emerged from it and climbed on to his hand. The scorpions did not

sting him. The Sant shook them off and immediately they fell to the

ground, and walked away in a straight line. Jeevanpran Swamibapa

said, “Look! These are not ordinary scorpions. They represent the

abundant, overflowing wealth that will arise from here.” Having

prepared the simple meal of khichadi, it was served to the Lord on a

plate made of dried leaves.
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In Samvat 2000 Fagan Sud 3, in accordance with the Vedic rituals,

Jeevanpran Swamibapa ceremonially installed the divine Murtis of

Shree Ghanshyam Maharaj, Jeevanpran Bapashree etc. in Shree

Swaminarayan Temple, Maninagar. The prophecy spoken by Lord

Shree Swaminarayan, ‘through the fourth successor of Gopal Muni's

lineage, novel and beneficial deeds will be performed’ had started to

take form. The headquarters for the rejuvenation, preservation and

propagation of the true principles of the Karan Satsang had been

established.

17 – Physical Embodiment of Shree Swaminarayan Gadi
Having received the command from Lord Shree Swaminarayan,

Swamibapa sat in continuous meditation in his room. After performing

61 days of continuous austerities in the form of meditation, Lord Shree

Swaminarayan became pleased with Swamibapa and gave darshan.

He patted Swamibapa on his cheek and awakened him from the

meditation. Lord Shree Swaminarayan embraced Swamibapa and

commanded him to give a physical embodiment to His own, Shree

Swaminarayan Gadi. Swamibapa accepted that command given by

the Lord Himself.

During the last day of the Suvarna Tula Smruti Festival, Samvat 2028

Bhadarva Vad Amas, Shree Sadguru Din, Jeevanpran Swamibapa

showered words of nectar in which he said, “Our Karan Satsang is

extraordinary. It embodies the true religious decree, spiritual

knowledge, asceticism, devotion, supreme upasana, the status of

Anadi-mukta, the ever-presence and omni-presence of the Lord and

resolute faith about the form of the Lord. Shree Swaminarayan Temple

Maninagar is the headquarters of all these principles. It is from here

that they are spread everywhere. In order that these principles remain

alive and flourishing forever, Lord Shree Swaminarayan - Shree

Ghanshyam Maharaj Himself is giving a physical embodiment to the

Gadi of the Karan Satsang on this auspicious day. In other words, by

His explicit instructions, on this auspicious day and at this auspicious

moment, I am establishing and giving a physical embodiment to the
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Gadi of Lord Shree Swaminarayan. The divine throne upon which Lord

Shree Swaminarayan presides in Akshardham is this exact Gadi.”

Jeevanpran Swamibapa enthroned Lord Shree Swaminarayan and

Jeevanpran Bapashree on ShreeSwaminarayan Gadi and performed

aarti. The entire congregation applauded this wonderful event taking

place.

Leading Sants and disciples pleaded with Swamibapa, “You are the

true spiritual heir of Lord Shree Swaminarayan. Have mercy and

preside upon Shree Swaminarayan Gadi. Grant us such darshan.”

Acceding to the loving requests of Sants and disciples, Swamibapa

sat upon Shree Swaminarayan Gadi. Everyone loudly applauded and

shouted hails of acclamation. The eminent scholars then performed

Swamibapa’s coronation ceremony by reciting verses from the Vedas.

And then performed the Tilakaayat Ceremony by applying sandalwood

paste to his forehead. 

Jeevanpran Swamibapa gave hisglorious darshan enthroned on Shree

Swaminarayan Gadi, surrounded by the royal symbols; the ceremonial

umbrella, chammar, mace and abdagiri. Presiding upon Shree

Swaminarayan Gadi, Swamibapa said, “From today, you all are

disciples of Shree Swaminarayan Gadi. The Sants and devotees of

this, My Gadi, will progress day by day and will attain the divine

ecstasy of My Murti and achieve salvation. Those who genuinely seek

salvation and become disciples of Shree Swaminarayan Gadi, live a

life of principles and ethics, and remain at the shelter of this divine

throne for the duration of their life, will attain the divine abode

Akshardham during this very birth.”Shree Swaminarayan Gadi is the

straight and direct path to eternal salvation. It is the doorway to

Akshardham. Swamibapa has mercifully opened this door for the

eternal salvation of souls, and it will now remain open for all eternity.

118 – Salvation-Granting Pilgrimage of Northern India
In Samvat 2029 Fagan Sud 3, the annual installation anniversary 

of Shree Ghanshyam Maharaj at Shree Swaminarayan Temple,
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Maninagar was celebrated. Shreemad-acharya-pravar Jeevanpran

Swamibapa then led a group of disciples on a salvation-granting

pilgrimage (Moksh-dayi-yatra) of Northern India. The pilgrimage

entourage, comprising of 22 coaches for the Sants and disciples, 

left Maninagar and first went to the village of Todla, the manifestation

site of Shree Gopalanand Swamiapa. From there, they went to

Shamlaji, Udaipur, Nathdwara, Kakroli, Ajmer, Pushkarrai, Jaipur, Agra

and eventually reached Mathura.

In Mathura, Jeevanpran Swamibapa and the entire group were

ceremonially welcomed and a grand procession was held. When the

procession finally reached the banks of the sacred river Jamuna, a

public assembly was held. The pilgrimage proceeded to Vrundavan,

Gokul and Govardhan before heading towards Delhi. During this

journey, due to the intense fog, the Number Three coach overturned.

However, Swamibapa was their protector, so no-one was hurt. The

pilgrimage proceeded to Modinagar, Haridwar, Rishikesh, Luknow,

Ayodhya, and reached Chhapaiya. When they arrived in Kashi, an

unprecedented event took place. The eminent scholars of Kashi,

leading citizens and others held a special assembly in honour of

Jeevanpran Swamibapa. The scholars presented Jeevanpran

Swamibapa with two honorary titles, ‘Ved-shastra-sanrakshak’ and

‘Vishwa-dharma-chudamani’. Then, the great scholars of the Vedas

performed the Vasant Pooja to honour Jeevanpran Swamibapa whilst

singing verses from the Sam-ved. Swamibapa then delivered a lecture

about the Samved scripture, in the Sanskrit language. A magnificent

procession was held through the streets of Kashi – Banaras, with

Jeevanpran Swamibapa presiding on an elephant. Everywhere, the

people of the city honoured Swamibapa and showered flowers over

him. The pilgrimage then proceeded to Allahbad, Prayag (Triveni-

sangam), Chitrakut, Ujjain, Dakor and Bavla, before returning to

Maninagar.

Throughout the pilgrimage, Swamibapa was warmly welcomed and

honoured at each place. Thousands of people warmly greeted him and

by his darshan, became worthy of attaining salvation.
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Sample Exam Paper

Examination Time: 3 hours. Pass Mark: 50%

Q.1a   Complete the Blanks in the following statements           (10 marks)
1 The glory of Shree Swaminarayan Gadi is boundless, infinite

and _______.

2 Whilst living in Ayodhya. Lord Shree Ghanshyam Maharaj used

to bathe in the River _________.

3 Shree Nilkanthvarni used the pretext of wanting to learn

_________ from Gopal Yogi in order to remain with him.

4 Shree Ramanand Swami give initiation to Dharmadev in the

___________ region.

5 It is impossible to visualise the ________ or Brahm (God)

without having sakar upasana (the philosophy that describes

the Lord to exist with a distinct form but not being merely a

mass of energy or light) unto the Lord. 

6 The firm ascetic who had an immense love for the Lord,

manifested with Him, assuming the name __________

7 Between Lord Shreeji and __________, there exists no

difference at all. 

8 Salvation can only be attained under the shelter of this Karan

Satsang. Mere _________ flies around everywhere else.

9 Sit here! Sit here! You are very ________ to Me. 

10 The eminent _________ of Kashi held a special assembly in

honour of Swamibapa.

Q.1b    Answer any ten from the following questions.   (10 marks)
1 What is experienced at Shree Swaminarayan Gadi?

2 Why did Shree Hari become famous by the name ‘Nilkanth’?

3 How did Lord Shree Ghanshyam fulfil the wishes of

Dharmadev’s 12 deity wives?

4 With whom was the challenge to swim across Lake Narayan?
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5 What did Nilkanthvarni do to teach ascetics practising

austerities the correct method of performing acts of 

self-discipline? 

6 In which region did Shree Ramanand Swami give initiation 

to Dharmadev?

7 Which position did Shree Swaroopanand Swami give 

to Dharmaraja?

8 Who was the composer of the aarti ‘Jay Sadguru Swami’? 

9 For which occasion was the devotional song, ‘Aa re sandesho

maaraa Guruji re sunajo’ written? 

10 Who composed the prayer, ‘Purushottamrup thai 

dhyaan karavu’?

11 Who composed the prayer, ‘Oordhvam tathaadho’?

12 Which Gadi is worthy for true aspirants of eternal salvation to

take resort unto?

Q.2    Write about any four of the following episodes   (20 marks)
1 Divine Ordination

2 Shree Nilkanthvarni’s Forest Expedition

3 Affirmation of Shree Vyapkanand Swami’s Faith

4 Khushal Bhatt Places a Tiger into Trance

5 Disciple Mita’s Determination of the Lord’s Supremacy

6 Salvation-Granting Pilgrimage of Northern India

Q.3a    State whether the following statements are true of false. If

they are false, write them correctly. (10 marks)
1 Markandeya Rishi performed the naming ceremony 

of Hariprasad.

2 Hearing Shree Nilkanthvarni’s words, Sadguru Shree

Muktanand Swami had the hole in the wall filled.

3 Heretics become pre-occupied at seeing the apparent death

of great individuals.

4 Dolatsang was chief of the village of Vadtal.

5 Shree Abji Bapashree manifested in Bhuj-Kutch.

6 Lord Swaminarayan is like a manager. Slowly but surely, 

He will stabilise everything.
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7 Let them recognise the might of this young, fearless lion!

8 Jeevanpran Swamibapa’s golden jubilee was celebrated 

in Kadi.

9 Swamibapa had a profound fondness for meditation.

10 A famous site of pilgrimage is the banks of the River Ganges

in Mathura.

QQ.3b    Give the context of any five of the following statements. 

Who said this, to whom was it said, where was it said, and

when was it said?( 10 marks)
1 Take this ring and let Me eat as many sweets as I can.

2 You Hindus follow a strange practice! The disciple sits on a

throne whilst God sits on the floor!

3 From today onwards, give up violence and savageness.

Whenever you are hungry, you should come to the village and

show the villagers your belly. Knowing you are hungry, they will

all give you food.

4 Jetha! Why have you become delusional?

5 There will be many occasions for you to visit Africa, but when

are you coming here?

6 If there is no-one else, these pillars will listen to the discourses.

Q.4a    Write any two of the following religious songs.   (10 marks)
1 Chho prabhu Shree  Ghanshayām jaykāree
2 Anādi muktani sevā 
3 Murtimā khenchee rahyo, bhaktino jāyo

Q.4b    Complete any five of the following verses (10 marks)
1 Ātyāntik mokshnā dātā���.dāsānudās karbhāmee.
2 Ras bhariyā re tame���.preme adhar ras pāvo re.
3 Nābhee neerakhatā���pādo tevaldee.
4 Ām sanket karee darshan didhā,�....... samjāve sukhdāy.
5 Amal bharyā sahu ucharo���. Shashisama re.
6 Gagansparshi shikharvāl%o���.. premeejano mastak fare.
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Q.5a    Complete entirely, any two of the following.     (10 marks)
1 Pratham Shree harine re,����.
2 Sāmbhal% sajani re,����.
3 Nij sevakne re,����..

Q.5 b     Match the Events with the Dates (5 marks)
Event Date (Samvat)

1 Arrival of Shree Nilkanthvarni in Loj 1864

2 Sadguru Shree Gopalanand Swami’s 

initiation as an ascetic 1984

3 Withdrawal of Bapashree’s human darshan 1856

4 Swamibapa’s continuous meditation 

lasting 12 days 2029

5 Salvation-granting pilgrimage of Northern India 2000

Q.5 c    Match the Individuals with the Episodes (5 marks)
Individual Event

1 Markandeya Rishi Granted life to the Brahmin’s 

son and cow

2 Shree Nilkanthvarni Laid the foundation stone of 

Maninagar Mandir

3 Shree Khushal Bhatt Gave a physical embodiment 

to Shree Swaminarayan Gadi

4 Shree Ishwarcharandasji Performed the naming 

Swami ceremony of Lord

Shree Ghanshyam Maharaj

5 Jeevanpran Swamibapa Separated the assemblies of 

men and women

Jay Shree Swaminarayan
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